
TO BISHOP HUGHES. i<m

you will have my entire consent to be oppressed
fleeced, and ridden by your priests, as long as you'
live.

Yet permit me to entreat you to give to the subject
of these letters the attention which it demands. I

know that many of you are sincere ; but this is no
test of truth. I know many of you to be devout

;

but so are Mahometans and pagans. I know that
many of you are prepared to make any sacrifice
which religion demands. But we may give all our
goods to feed the poor, and our bodies to be burned,
and yet be strangers to the only true religion. My
heart is deeply affected in view of your state. A
noble people, you are shut out from the joys to
which God invites you. You are hoodwinked and
manacled by a system of the grossest fraud and
delusion

; you are denied the common birthricrht of
a citizen of the world—seeing with your own\ves
and hearing with your own ears. You are robbed
of the only volume that can guide you—and are for-
bidden to enter the way of life, save through the
gate which is guarded by your priests. O .^suffer
the entreaties of one who suffered as you now do
under the galling chains of papal tyranny. Break
the fetters which priests ha.'e forged, and in which
they have bound you. You are now in a land
where you may laugh at the excommunications and
anathemas of pope?, prelates, and priests. God has


