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Cerrisli, jiniior, Xieliolas I'iko, niitlioi- of tlif; Sysiciii oi' Arilliiui'tir,

Mosus liiowii, William Daitlul, .l;u-ulj iVrkiiis, "TiR!0|iliilii.s rursuus,
wiiosd reimlation as a lawyer, and whose inulbimd knowledge in almost,
every department of sci(mce, has prohably iiRver heeu Hnrjiassed, if
eqnalled.ia the ITnitcd folates. But the jrialerid ttisk mnst be |)ost-

jxaied to some more jiropitionsoecasicju. During- the sanguinary scenes
of the revolution, her citizens, both by land and sea, furnished their full

l)ro|.ortion of money and men, to earry on the war, with a zeal and
unanimity seldom equalled, and if, with their characteristic energy, they
entered largely into the business of i)rivatcering, and captured' many-
large and valuable i)rizes, their losses were also unusiudly great.
Twenty-two vessels, with all their crews, from thirty up to one hundred
and seventy men each, went to sea and never retinued, a loss of lif(\

compared with which, the massacre at Jiloody iirook, which sent a tlniU
of anguish through the whole colony, was a Irillc. One of these ves-
sels was the Yankee Hero, carrying twenty guns, with acom])lementof
one hundred and seventy men, conunnuded by James Tracv. ' Some
fifty of her crew were vohmteers from the enterprising young men from
Kcwburyport and vicinity.' Some liuiiilics izavc! up two. There were
two brothers named ihookings, two IJradbury, two Willard, two Stick-
ney, and several others. Twenty-three were sons of widows. The
flower of manyfamihes, embarked on board of her, tound thus together
a watery grave, as after leaving Boston she was nev^er seen. The
America, cajitain William Collin, a twenty gun ship; the Wexford,
captain Thilip Trash, an eighteen gun bng;"aletterof marque, captain
Jonathan Jewett; brig ]3ennington, captain llart; schooner Civil Usaii-e,

carrying eighty men, captain .lerenuah ilibbard ; a schooner, cpnniiandi'd
by captain Siiringer ; with lifteen oilier vessels, of various sizes, all

shared the same fate. The crews of these twenty-two vessels, all

owned in jN^ewburyport, probably amounted to more than one thousand
persons. What, then, nuisl have been the loss of life, at sea, to say
nothing of property, during the revolutionary war, I'rom the sea-coast of
]S'ew England alone ! We at the ])resent day can have but a I'aiut

conception of the enthusiasm, that i>crvadecrtlie country during that
momentous crisis, or of the sullLM-iugs and jirivations, exi>erienced by
our fathers, in that fearful struggle. One of the lirst privateers, iitted

out from Newburyi)ort, was called the Came Cock. On leaving the
harbor, the captain sent a note to his minister, desiring prayers that Ootl
would preserve him in his attemjit to scour the coast of om- unnatural
enemies

! The extent of his petition may be inferred from the fact,

that his vessel was a sloo[) of about twenty or thirty tons, and carried
four swivels ! Another privateer, called" the General Ward, com-
manded by captain William EussoU, was still smaller, as it car-
ried one swivel, and thirteen men, each of wliom had a musket.
Ir a short time it took two brigs and a schooner. The .schooner, which
had been given to two of the captors, was retaken, but the brigs arrived
in safety. I have had the use of several journals, kept by those who
had been engaged in privateering. From one kept by captain John
O'Erien, I make a few extracts.

" On June ninth, 177i),"he sailed in the
armed schooner llibernia. On June twenty-lirst, took an English l)rig

and sent her in. On June twenty-lil'lh, had an engagement witli a ship
of sixteen gtuis, from three till live o'clock, V. M., when the llibernia
left her, having had three men killed, and several wounded, and was
then chased by a frigate till twelve o'clock. On July seventh, took n,


