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Hcnci' llio .'Jril and 4lli Viiloriii, cliiip. 7H, rccogiii/ci

thum ull, uiul iiiakin l\\\n rctoniiitioii llic buitiH of tlif »i'tllu-

invnt; iiur <liii-ii itcxiliul)' tin' Uoimiii ( utliulicN, ultliuiij^li tlicy

uic not iliHtincily nuini'd.

The |iroc«'i'(liii;^H iindi-r flu- proviNions of tins Act, ttinco

it Wi'umi" law in Aununt, IHU), arc •.iiniiiy iliui: -'I'lic two

National CliurcluH of Kiiifland and Stotluiid in tlu' I'rovini-f

have taken tlii-lr iliarrn of tlui IU'mtvm annnally, an allowed

tlu'in hy tliu Statu. I'ln; VW-slcyan Mirliodi^ts and lloman

2. That it was arropti'd ai «ul1i final ittlli'ini-nt by tlic

inhobitant* of tlic I'roviiici- of Canada.

;>. A stronj; rt'comnu'ndation is addi-d, that no fhan|{0 or

deviation from thin •ettlcinunt bo nunctioned by the Ia'j{i(ila-

ture.

IIiiuu we find that the iili-dj^fd faith andsoloinn ((uarantao

of the! lni|)irial and Colonial lA'^inlatiiri's have been ({iven to

thin settli-nii-nt; that the proinTty, so far ut loast as ri-^iifdH

the two National Churches, laks lau-ii ({ranted and roctivcd

Catholics receive 8Uih a portion as the (iovirnor (i( iicral in |iy them ; and ihoiiiih under trust, is actually in their po«-

council juii({es rij^ht and reasonable. 'I'he I'Vec Church ot gJssion. We therefore contend tliat it is iu)t competint to any

Scotland has not, so far as I know, yetspoken; but taking the - ' '
'

'
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principles of that huge and respectable den(uniuation to be

those of the late Dr. Chalmers, there is nothing to prevent

lier from doing so.

The other denominaticms, it is said, refuse to receive any

relief from the Clergy lleserve ; Fund and some of tliem

allege that they do so from conscientious principles.

He this as it may, and referring to the census of lB4ft, it

ajjpears that out of 72:),:\-\'2, the populati(ui of Canada West,

more than two-thirds feel disposed to avail themselves of the

advantages which the :)rd and 4th X'ictotia, chap. "H allows

them, and less than one-third decline such advantages. Or,

if we deduct the Tree Church, because she has not yet de-

cided, we have still nearly two to oiu- content with the

statute, and therefore not inclined to disturb it.

Moreover, since its eimctment in 18-10, there had been,

till the last session of the Provincial Parliament, no agitation

or complaint against it in the colony. 'I'he settlement was

deemed by nil parties absolute and final. It is true the Church

of England res|)ectfully petitioned the Legislature to grant

lier the maiuigement of the small portion of the patrimony

left her, as there was ample proot of its being unreasonably

Wiisted ami sacrificeil by the Provincial authorities ; but the

prayer was refused ; and seeing no remedy, she (pnetly sub-

mitted, and instead of disturbing the cohniy, sought to do her

best with the scanty revenue wliich this injudicious manage-
ment was likely to allow her. We had even learned to trouble

ourselves no longer with the |)ainful departure from honoura-

ble trusteeship, which was daily passing before our eyes.

But from this patient and general ac(piiescenee we were

suddenly awakened, by t)ie Commissioner of Crown Lands
again introducing the Clergy Reserve (piestion, on the 18th

of June last, to the notice of the House of Assembly. This
gentleman, not satisfied with what has been admitted by both

Governments, that the subject had been finally settled, now
seeks to confiscate the small remainder, and thus to deprive

the Church of every vestige of eiulowment.

That a member of Government could have so far forgotten

the duty of his position, or have been sufTcrcd by his colleagues,

to re-open a question which, after producing infinite trouble,

had been settled in the most solemn manner by the Imperial

I^cgislaturc, and in which all the most eminent st<ttesmen took

an anxious interest, was not to be anticipated. Yet such is|

lower to legislate again upon their shares without their con-

s(>nt and approbation.

Again, the main question of renewing agitation on the

Clergy lleservcs was carried in the I'rovincial Assembly by

two votes only, the mover and seconder, both a^ owedly hostile

to the two Churches of Kngland and Scotland : and surely

this meagre majority did not justify the coloinal iiuthoritie»

in disturbing the peace of the commuidty, and placing them-

selves in op)iosition to a Hritish statute, their own recorded

assent, and the faith of the Im]>erial Ciovernment.

We are, nevertheless, Imund in charity to believe that

all the facts were not commimieated us they ought to have

been to I'^uil (irry, who was in all probability ignorant of

their existence, because it does not seem that he took any

pi.rt in the passing of the !lrd & 4th Vie., chap. 7H, for his

name docs not appear in the proceedings.

Indeed, the more we consider this subject, the greater

is our luna/cment at the infatuation of our Colonial (jovern-

mcnt, in forcing it back, after a silence of ten years, for no

other reason it would seem but to inflame the public mind.

This course was the more to be lamented, because there had

been a courteous exchange of social civilities between the

C/hurches of Kngland and Rome from the first settlement of

the Province till the union of the two Caiiadas in 1H40, during

which period they pursued their different objects in harmony
and peace.

But since ibat unwise measnro, causes of irritation and
estrangemiMil have been gradually arising. The Chnrch of

Knglanil (eels that shi; no longer possesses her just influence

in the Legislature of tho colony, and is thrown, on all occa-

sions wlier(! her interests are coticerned, into a hopoiess

minority. She finds her ancient opponents, the Uibsenters,

who were in toriiier times often in a minority, or so weak
as to li(! imahlc to refuse her justice, iu)w reinforced on all

occasions where she may he mortified or injured by the

Roman Catholic! voles from Lower Canada. She feels that

she lost her University by this unhallowed combination
;

and when (die requested separate schools, for the religious

edueation of her own eb.ildren, her prayer was rejected by

the votes of Romanists, while they secured the same privi-

lege for themselves.

Thus, in the course of a few years, our holy Church has

the case; and for the convulsions and evils which this fatal
! ''f"'^" tl''Pr'v«l of the power of educating her children in her

step may produce, the Executive Government of Canada is'"^^'" ^^'^^X'
'""' i'' ""^^ threatened with the loss of the

wholly responsible. ' remainder of her patrimony ; while the Romanists who have

We were the less prepared for this extraordinary move- i

l""""^'''* i^''"'" i" ""^*^f evils have been gratified in every

mcnt on the part of the Provincial Government, because, on wish, and possess an endowment of twenty times the value

the 29th of April, 1840, a select Committee of the Legis-fflhat wliieh they are assistuig to wrest from the established

lativc Assembly, of which the same Commissioner of Crown Church of the Empire.

Lands was a leading member, made a Report on the Petition I It might have been hoped that the Roman Catholics

of the Church of England, praying for the management of her 'would have abstained from voting on such matters as con-

fihare of the Reserves, which report was received and accepted icerned our Chundi, and left them in the hands of the Pro-

by the Assembly; and although it refuses the prayer of the'testant members of Upper Canada, to whom they more
Petition, estJibli'shes the following points :— i especially Ixdonged. And I regret that this course was not

1. That the question of the Clergy Reserves was von-
1

pursued ; because it involves a, delieale point of honour,

sidered, by the Iinperinl Parliament, finally settled by the worthy of resneef : and beeanso the destruction of tho patri-

3 & 4 Victoria, chap. 7H.
j
moiiy of the Churches of England and Scotland, and of such


