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liiia extract fehows how important it is that the lan-
ded property should generally be divided amon^rst the
inhahitai.ta of the country. In these new countrit

-

people are more inclined and accustomed to rovr'
than in old countries, ft is peculiarly easy to lra\ c
this 1 rovince,and there are many temptations to do it.
15ut persons who own land are less likely to removo
even for a season, than others. Besides, such perl
sons are uiduced by their necessities, or convenience,
or pride, or humour, to expend a part of the monev,
^^ained by their industry and labour, on their !:ind.
lius is'so much added to the fixed and permanent
wealth of the country, which cannot be lost or with-
drawn. A general division ot the landed property ison this account preferable to an accumulation of it
jn the hands of a few. The supposed tendency of tho
bill to produce such an elfect is, th<jrefore, a recom-
mendation in its favour. The evils of an accumula-
tion of landed property and of the unequal division of
It among the inhabitants ofa country are described ina just and forcible manner by t^ir William BJackstone
HI his celebrated Commentaries. On that account <fc
because he was the advocate or rather apologist oftheaw ot Fnmogeniture, I shall read the passage; al-
though I do not admit the truth of his opinion, that
t le right of disposing of the property bv will prevents
he eviis of the laws of primogeniture.' He says that
the ancient law of the Athenians directed that the

estate of the deceased should always descend to hi^
cliildren

: or, on failure of lineal descendants, should
go to the collateral relations : which had an admira-
b.e effect in keeping up equality and preventing the
aecumulation of estates. But when Solon made a
aiiglit alteration, by permitting them (though only on


