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THE LIFE OF NELSON
soldiers gave up their own beds to their shipwrecked
enemies. The Spanish vice-admiral, Alva, died of
his wounds. Villeneuve was sent to England, and
permitted to return to France. The French govern-
ment say that he destroyed himself on the way to
Paris, dreading the consequences of a court-martial

;

but there is every reason to believe that the tyrant,

who never acknowledged the loss of the battle of
Trafalgar, added Villeneuve to the numerous
victims of his murderous policy.

It is almost superfluous to add, that all the
honours which a grateful country could bestow
were heaped upon the memory of Nelson. His
brother was made an earl, with a grant of £6,000
a year ; £10,000 were voted to each of his sisters

;

and £100,000 for the purchase of an estate. A public
funeral was decreed, and a public monument ;

statues and monuments also were voted by most of
our principal cities. The leaden coflfin in which he
was brought home was cut in pieces, which were
distributed as relics of Saint Nelson—so the gunner
of the Victory called them ; and when, at his inter-

ment, his flag was about to be lowered into the

grave, the sailors who assisted at the ceremony with
one accord rent it in pieces, that each might preserve

a fragment while he lived.

The death of Nelson was felt in England as some-
thing more than a public calamity. Men started

at the intelligence, and turned pale, as if they had
heard of the loss of a dear friend. An object of our
admiration and affection, of our pride and of our
hopes, was suddenly taken from us ; and it seemed
as if we had never, till then, known how deeply
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