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tons per acre. It is almoft equally good on all kinds of roil,

fand) clay, or mould, but it fhews itfelf iboneft on fand. Its con-
tinuance is from fix to ten years, according to the nature of the

foil; like other manure. Many experiments have been made

;

half of a field has been fown with this plafter, and the other half

covered two inches thick with barn door manure, and the plafter-^

ed has been found moil produiStive ; on Indian corn the increaie

by plafter has been eight bufhels per acre, by only putting one
table fpoonful on a hill. There is no kind of doubt but it will

equally well anfwcr the purpof^ on wheat, if fown in the fall, or
early in the fpring, when veget, on has commenced. The uti-

lity of this manure, and the cheapnefs of it, has in Pennfylvania

depreciated the value of barn manure, as it is found much cheap-

er to put on this plafter, than to cart the manure from the barn to

the fields. On cabbages and turnips it is equally efFedual.

By the ufe of this manure the uplands, which were worn out,

and from their fandy texture, were abandoned, have now become
more valuable than the fineii intervals, or bank meadow lands.

In Pennfylvania, from fandy beights they annually cut two crops

of grafs, the firft yields two tons, and the latter one j and after

fix years the produce has not abated.

You Weil know the lands in Ptnnfylvania, oppofitc to Tren-
ton, which are naturally fandy, and foon worn out ; thofe l^nds,

from the ufe of the plafter, now give the above crop, and fome of

them have been plaftered upwards of fix years paft, and there is

yet no diminution of the produdt.

VV

^ The plafter ufed in Pennfylvania, as procured from Hills in the

iheighbourhood of Paris, and when pulverized and fit to fow, is

worth two-thirds of a dollar per buihel ; fome has been ufed there

that was colle6led at Nova Scotia, which was found equally ftrong

and good, while other parcels that were carried from Nova Scotia,

was almoft unprodudlive. The reafon moft probably was, that

it was taken from the furface, where, by bjing expofed to the

frofts, atmofphere, &c. &c. it had loft its v'. .ae. What the pro-

perties are that give it this amazingly vegetable and nutritious

quality, I muft leave to you and other natural ifts and philofophers

todifcoverj the fails I give you, and leave you to affign the

cau(e.
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