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enormous and dcterniincfl opposition is beyond debate. Wh t the

result would be is matter of eonjecture, upon which there must needs

be difFercnces of opinion. But the balance of reasons seems to be

decidedly adverse to the adoption of any scheme of Imperial union

by the Dominion of Canada. Some of the reasons have been already

ref(Tred to. ]iut there is yet another, and this leads to a new
branch of the subject.

Two possible alternatives for the people of Canada have been

already discussed, and there remains yet a third—Independence, or

an independent nationality. Like the others, this last has not been

as yet very seriously considered by the Canadian people ; but it is a

fact that this idea is beginning to take possession of the minds of many
of the most intelligent men in Canada. It is among the young genera-

tion that it finds most support. The moment it is realised that tlio

colonial relation is not perpetual, the necessity for some solution of

the problem of th^ future arises, and the idea of an independent

existence is most calculated to fire the imagination of young men.

As a sentiment of notional pride develops, the thought of indepen-

dence grows. To hav' a country of one's own, of large resources

and ever-widening possibilities, is an aspiration natural as it is com-

mendable among a people who have already achieved so much as tho

Canadians. A similar feeling seems to be taking possession of tlie

people of Australia. It need not create surprise in England, as it

simply demonstrates that the English are a dominant and self-

governing race ; and as soon as British colonies develop proportions

sufiBciently great to enable them to stand alone, they are ready to

accept the responsibilities of national life, and are unwilling for ever

to be tied to the apron-strings of the Mother-land. This implies no

lack of regard for the parent State ; on the contrary, the interest in

and affection for the home countrv shows no sign of diminution. A
iiiiin does not indicate want of parental regard when he creates u

home for himself and assumes the duty of providing for himself and

his family. It is natural and proper that this step should come in

ihe case of the individual ; it is not less so in the case of such large

communities as Canada and Australia. If those who are concerned

in the scheme of concentrating the powers of the English race, and

making the forces of the English-speaking people at home and abroad

a unit for the common glory and the common strength, addressed

themselves to the work of securing enduring alliances with those great

colonies which shall hereafter establish an independent existence, it

would be likely to prove a more practicable undertaking than anything

involved in any shadowy project of federation, which presents enor-

mous difficulties, and may prove short-lived, even if accomplished.

Let it be understood, Independence has not yet approached the

realm of practical politics in Canada. It has not been much con-

sidered by the masses of people. As has been already said, iftc
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