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rathor iriodoriite on that onciision. Mr.

Mitch(tU waH very IuvIhIi hi his abuse,

and was only t)xcelle<l by tlio lion, the

Minister of Public Works, who had tho

kindness to sjjoak of hitn (Sir A. J.

Bniith) in terms of considerable severity.

Tho Minister of Public Works, ho was

told, stated to tho [jeoplo on that occa

sion, aa h« had on previous occasions, that

ho (Sir A. J. Smitli) was an oftlce-seeker,

that he had knocked at tlm dooiti of his

(Mr. Tapper's) Governmnnt, for office,

and was refused. Ho had been rather

surprised that tho hon. the Fin-

ance Minister should stand by, and

by his silence acquiesce in the

statement. Tho Minister of Finance

knew him ; they had personal and i)oli-

tical relations for many years, and he

(Sir A. J. Smith) thought ho could ap-

])eal <^o that hon. gentleu)an, thou8|h an

opponent, as testimony in refutation of

tho charge thus made by tho Minister of

Public Works. He would ask him if

he ever had been an oflice seeker ? He
had been in the same Government with

him (Mr. Tilley) for seven years, and

had no ofBce. During tho fifteen years

that ho had sat as a representative in tlie

Now Brunswick Legislature, he had held

office for only some two years, that was

as Attorney-General, and he thought he

was treated undeservedly by the hon. the

Minister of Finance, when he allowed

liis colleague to charge him before his

(Sir A. J. Smith's) constituents with be-

ing an office-seeker, and having knocked

at the door of their Government for

office. He (Mr. Tilley) knew it was not

true, and the Minister of Public Works
had no warrant for making any such

statement. He recollected that, in

1872, when the present Prime Minister

occupied the same position as he did now,

they had offered him (Sir A. J. Smith)

the Lieutenant-Governorship of New
Brunswick. He had thanked the Go ;ern-

ment at the time, but had declined the

offer. The hon. the Minister of Public

Works, would recollect, too, the proposi-

tion made to him (Sir A. J. Smith) at

St. John in 1873. It was not a confiden-

tial matter, as he (Mr. Tupper) had men-
tioned it to several persons. He (Mr.

Tuppei') had proposed that he (Sir A. J.

Smith) should take the Governorship of

Nova Scotia, and that he (Mr. Tupper)

should take the Governorship of New

Hninswick. Ho had told him (Mr.
Tup[)er) on that occasion, that ho did not

care for any position, and that ho wa« con-

tent to remain an independent member for

tlio county of Westmoreland. Tho hou.

gentleman know too, that, in 1873, a
member of his (Jovemment was com-
missioned by tho First Minister to ofTer

him a scat in tho Cabinet. Thn^ wan
not a secret. The hon. gentlemn

knew that, when he (Sir A. J. l.....vu)

came to Ottawa in 1873, in October, that

he was not here an hour, wlien lie was
waited upon by the Minister of Public

Works and pressed to accept a |)ortfolio in

the then Government. Hero were two ofTers

of Goveniorshi|>s, and two seats in the

Cabinet, the whole of which he had de-

clined, and he would ask the hon. the

Minister of Public Works whether, in

vipw of tlteon fiicf^i, b(! lii.d any authority

or warrant for saying that he (Sir A. J.

Sr Ai) was an otiice-sooker, and that he
had knocked at the door of their Gov-
ernment for office? Ho did not think it

was fair or just to make such an u 'sa-

tion against a public man whe -re

was not the slightest foundation y
such charge. He never was an omce-
seeker. Did not the hon. the Minister

of Finance know that when ho (Sir A.
J. Smith) first camo here, in 1867, they

had boen associated together for many
years ] The Confederation discussion

had made a divergence between them,
but it had not terminated the kindly
feeling that liad existed between them.

He (Mr. Tilley) know very well that he
was not an office-seeker, but that he had
been offered office day after day,

and had refused it. It was most
unfair for the hon. member (Mr. Tupper)
to make that charge against him, and he
felt it his duty, before the House and the

country, to refute those charges, and to

show that they had no foundation] in

fact whatever. The hon. member for

King's (Mr. Domville) had read an ex-

tract from a speech, reported to have
been been made by him (Sir A. J. Smith)
in 1872. That speech was incorrectly

reported. In 1867, having fought the

battle of Confederation, and having been
beaten, he had laid down his arms, and
admitted he was conquered, and he be-

lieved it was his duty, as a public man,
to exert all influence towards making
Confederation a success, and the country of


