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Trade in Toronto may be dcscribed dull. No
orders for buis ai any suze have made thcir appear-
ance, and business is canfined ta sorting up arders from
the yards and purchases (or immediate requirements
by the ractartes and builders. The c.ame may be said
of the trade in Western Ontirio. Yet w hile trade is
comparatively duit, it is impassible ta farward wvith any
clegree ai rapidity at al, the iew ardcrs that cati for
shipmnent. There is nat a wholc3ale firm or a manu-
facturer that has not on bis books orders a month old
unfilled. The ca: shartage ai last faIl was seriaus
cnougb white it Iasted, because evcry one tvas busy and
anxiaus ta dlean up orders before tbe clcse of naviga-
tion. Ilut tbe present difficulty is intcnsified by the fict
tbat business is dull, and still the stufi cannot be
moved.

The ice business seems ta be the primary cause ai
the trouble, The Grand Trunk Cornpany.are bandling
ice(rom Blarrie, Orillia, Gravenhurst, Midland, Jackson's
Point and other places, and are letting the lumber,
grain and stane sbippers stand still and wait (or a mare
canvenient seasan. This ice businessisgoing to continue
aIl summer s0 that na relief may be expected from the
stoppage ai sbipments. The raot ai tbe difficulty lits
in the penuriaus policy af the Grand Trunk Company.
Tbey bave nat engine power sufficient ta move more
than balf ai the daily sbipments, and consequently at
every siding in Toronto and out ai st may be seet.
empty and !oaded cars detained (or days and sometimes
wvecks, white the ice trains go through in quicl, time.
Sane radical measure must be adopted ta obtain a
rrniedy (or this evil. If lumber, grain and stone
shippers cauld be îînited for action sametbing cauld be
donc at once, but the grain men are frightened nt the
first inove an the part ai the railway cornpany, and it is
Icit ta the lumbermen ta bear the brunt ai the flgbt for
ciccent treatmient. The lumbermen are considering the
matter now and will take it up in deaci carnest without
delay.

The indications are that the buildings ta be certed
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in Toronto this year ivill be chiefly ai the mare expen-
sive class, iran, stane and brick structures. House
building bas received a check, partly tbrough the
advance in rates ai interest, especiaîly an progres
loans, and partly because suburban building bas been
overdane, and rents are declining bclow a remunerative
figure.

In the wvest, where tbe tradeis very largely dependent
upon the farming cammuni*y, tbere bas been 50 .ittle
business donc through the winter that st',cks are coin-
parativeîy unbroken, and tbe yards wvîll bc able to
supply the early spring demand without diftlcuîty.

Prices remain unchanged, and there seems ta be na
immediate prospect af an advance.

In the Ottawa valley the niills are busily cngaged in
getting ready for the season's aperations, andi the out-
look in the timber trade may be cansidered fair. Tbe
prospects are considereti ta be far better tban tbey
tvere in tbe early part ofithe tvinter.
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Since aur Iast repart the timber trade at London bas
been anytbing but brisk, tbe deliveries from tbe docks
being almost confined ta the requirements ai London
andi the suburbs. As regards Canadian and New
Brunswick fieights, chartering continues very slack.
Some spruce vessels fram Mliramichi bave been fixeti
on the basis ai 575. 6d. and Richibucta at 6-.s. 6d. for
usual range of ports an the ather side.

The hardwvoad market continues quiet witb tbe ex-
ception af American walnut, in tvbich there is a brisk
movement just now. High prices, says a London
papier, can be obtained for prime wvood (or wvhich tbcre
is a brisk demand. In cedar there is a steady mave-
ment, and prices thaugh firmer are stili weak.

Trade at Liverpool bas been decidedîy dulI for same
time past, in consequence ai wvbich caîfpetitian bts
been very keen. Timber says the stock oi satin waiut
logs is exbausted, and some iresh, well figureti parcels
would yield excellent results, as it is still being largely
used by wvhalesale cabinet anti chair makers (or the
cheaper description af bedroomn furniture. Sontie thous-
ands ofibantis have quit work rt the great steaînship
lines, and considerable Cýi~ent lias existed at tbe
narth endi docks, but sa .nfi interierence with the

timber pr lers or the lumpers, at the fcw-% ships dis-
chargcil has bccn manifested.

Messrs, Farnworth çz jardine in thcir rccnt wcod
circular report :Business, as is usual at this season oi
the year, has bccn quiet ; the delivcrics have been fair,
but prices generally are lawer, and the stock of mast
articles stili tao heavy.

CANADIAN 'eOOD, QUEIIEC.-Ycllaw I>ine Timber,
bath square and waney, have moved off slowly. Wanl-
ey pine maintains its value, but square pine, of which
the stock is excessive, is duli ai sale, and puîces casier.
Red Pine : There lias been littie inýuiry ; the stack is
ample. Oak, in the lag bas flot been imiparted ; there
bas been-a fair cansumptian but tbe present stack,
wvbichi consists cL.iefly ai United States waod, is still
large; values are unchanged. Oak Planks have been
importcd in cxcess of last year, but the demand
cantinues gaad, and stocks are nowv mare moderate;
prices are steady. Elin : There bas been fair inquiry,
but the stock is stili mucb *00 hcavy. Ash is dulI ai
sale; the stock is ample. Pine Deals . There bas
been more inquiry, and the deliveries bave been
satisfactory; the stock, bawever, is mucb in exccss ai
the saine month last'year.

NEW BRUNSWI1CK AND NOvA SCOTIA SPRUCE
DLtLs.-The import bas been less than last year, v'iz:
455 standards, against l,097 standards; tbe deliveries
bave been fairly satisfactory, but it is dificuit ta main-
tain present prices ; the stock is miucb in exccss ai
last year, viz .15,889 standards, hgainst 6,o25 stan.
dards, and st is very desirable that sbipments for the
early part af the season shauld be reduccd ta a vcry
maderatc scale. Pine Dents bave not been enquired
for.

The arrivaIs at Glasgow bave been unimpartant.
Rates ai freight on parcels per stemm liners froin the
States arc stili sa bigb as ta restrict imports, but easier
rates are anticipatcd, wvben larger sbipments may be
cxpected. The latest scheme in the timber trade is
a praposiI,ciînanating froin Landan, ta amlalgate tbe
timber conceris af the east cc.ast ai Scotland, wvitb a
v'kw ofiabolisbing campetitian.

When writing TIIE LuMn.iERNIAN bcreatter be sure
and address Toronto, and nat PeterbDro' as forinerly.
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