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taken by so thoughtful aud able a people.
But it will be remembered that we have
also a “register” of “ habitual criminals,”
and that the ¢ Prevention of Crime” Act
has placed them under certain disabilities
which bring them specially uunder toe
knowledge of the police, and give to our
statistical information a value which it
has not before possessed. It will be at
once obvious that no Jair comparizon
could be drawn between statisties col-
lected in such a manner and those of
other States which have not equal cog-
nizance of their criminals, for the con-
ditions are unequal.
merits of prison systems, the figures would
be worse than useless, “or they would be
entirely misleading.

It will be remembered that for many
years I demurred to a comparison be-
tween the statistics of the Conviet De-
martments of England and Ireland. In
the latter country there w.s registration,
police supervision, and a systematic ¢om-
munication by m-ars of photographs and
roturns between Laols periodically made.
In England, at that time, the information
was based upon re-convictions which in
some haphazud manner were brought
umder notice.  As hetween ourselves and
ather States which do not recister amd
siapervizse their eriminals, there would be
the same great distinction in comparative
statisties. A good sample of the errors
of “ Negative Statistics” is aftorded hy
tha fact that at one time it was given in
evidence to a committee that the hulk
system reformed S0 vper cent.  The ap-
pareit elements of reform being card
playing, singing, dancing, and drinking.

I have repeatedly pointed out that
even when the conditions are c.qual, a
greai fallacy may exist in assuming thai,
s small per-centage of reconvictions on a
pricon population is necessarily an indiea-
tion of a gool prison system. A good
prison ays em will ultimotely clear the
gaol of those prisoners most amenablo to
amandment, and will leave hehind, as its
more permancnt occupants, the residuum,
or those who may be considered as almost,
if' not altogether, irreclnimable.  Under
these circumstances the per-centage of
such & prison population will be necoes-
sarily higly, although the system will have
acted most beneficially in reducing the
total number in the gaol by operating on
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cedure to find that these steps have been | those who are upen to reformatory influ-

ences,

These are matters which will require
the attention of the International St:tis-
tical Prison Congress, to be held in Brus-
sels during next Septewmber.

In conclusion, I beg .o express my

* hope that | have succeeded in explaining

points about which there appeared to be
somme ambiguity in. the Congress, and

. also in shewing that although I hold a

very strong opinton that we, so far as
principles aro concerned, are upon the
right lines in our criminal treatment, we
have still some work to do to develop
these principles, which need not however
be attended with difficulty, or be caleu-
lated to disturh our present conirol as
magistrates.

THE (KEEFE (CASE AND THE
LAW oF LIBEL.

The case of O'Keerr v, Cullen is not,
perhaps, so important from a legal as from
an ecclesiastical and social point of view ;
and, however interesting a iliscussinon of
its legal hearings migzht be, we are unfor-
tunately not in possession of suflicient

. material to enable us to exhaust the sub-
o jeet.  But it is not so difticult to extract

from the reports which have been pub-
lished the true nature of the action and
the legal principles which it involves,
the materials wanting tc enable us to
complete the examination being an ab
stract of the pleadings and a reliable
report of the Chiel Justice’s summing
up.
The cause of serion aroge ot of two
alleged  libels  published by Cardinsl
('ullen, the first a suspension and depri-
vation, and the second an interdict, and
the whole question turn¢ upon the rela-
tionship ecreated between a man who
becomes a Tloman Catholie priest and his
ccclesiastical superiors,  Has a Roman
Catholic Cardinal ahsolute power over a
priest in matters pertaining to the Churel,
so that no form of suspension, depriva-
tion, or interdiet can be actionable as a
libel?  Chief Justice Whiteside, as we
understand, ruled that whilst a priest
owes due allegiance to hia superiors, and
indeod absolute obedience in watters
ecclesiastical, he retains his rights as an
individual, and if he be suspended in
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