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sther place in the United States,
“which the policy of their govern-
ment may judge proper to encourage,

If the fetiiement of Louifiana is
not advantageous to France in a com-
mercial view, becaufe it diverts capital
from amuch more importantchannel, it
15 ftill more conwary to her interefts,
in 3 political point of view: Ameri-
ca is of the utmoft importance to
France, whether confidered as a2 com-
mercial. or maritime power. [ have
explined my opinion fully in this
firft relation on another occafion; =5

to the other, there is no queftion that .

an agricultural natiorn, which, by her
induttry and her raw materials, is a-
ble to procure all the fuperfluous
luxuries of - TLurope, and whofe ha-
-bits and occupations. prevent them
from manufacturing for themfelves,
-there can'be no queftion that fuch
a nation muft afford a very . import-
ant market to the inhabitants of the
old.world. 7 o

In this view the commerce of the
United' States is confidered. as very
profitable to England, but when
French manufa&ures fhall have ob-
tained all the improvement of which
they are capable ; when commerce
fhall be eftablifhed upon a fuitable
baflis, it will prefent a much. greater
variety of articles upon which to fup-
port itfelf than the commerce of Eng-
land.” Woollen articles and hardware
are the only articles which America
receives fromEngland; butFrance flall
furnifh not oaly all thefe, but her agri-
culture will gain bythe faleof her wines,
her brandies and her oils. ‘Thefe advan-
ages, added to the relative firuntion
of France and the United States,
which removes every fuspicion of ri-
valry between them, bozh by fea and
land, have'
natural ally
the eye of
-ed, in the
new pledge
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1 Neverthelefs, a citizen of one . of the

exhibited  France as . the:
of the United Siates, to.
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commerce and their future tranquil-
lity. ‘Theyhave done homage to the
wisdoin of thofe ftatesmen who at.

the conclufion of an advantagcous

war, have thought that France would " |
gain more by {ecuring the folid
triendfhip of the United States, than

by acquiring a territory which would

be for them an objet of jealoufy,
and might agzin force them under =
the domination of a people whofe

voke they had juft aflifted them to
fhake oif. o

I am not ignorant how delicate it
is to foretell political misfortunes
which might refult to ¥rance and
the United States from the pofleflion
of Louifiana and the Floridas by the
former. I muft eicher conceal that
which truth would have me fay, or’
on the ather hand, frighten certain
querulous minds, -who may fancy.
they fee a threat in my franknefs.

two nations, and firongly attached to
the other, I hope that thofe towhom-
this memorial may-be delivered, will
be: able to fet a juft value on the
motives of my conduét, and will fee
in it nothing but my cxertions to re-
move every {ubjeét of dispute between
two people formed to. aflift one ano--
ther; and although I' am too well . -
acquainted with the; refources” of my
own country to dreatls the: power of "
any of the European nations, it will
enfily be feen, that ¥ am incapable*of
conceiving the ridiculous idea .of
threatning a government which has™
feen all Eorope bend the kinee be-

fore its power.

I have obferved; .that Trance and -
the United States are, 'in’ a: relative

fituation, 1o fortunate as-to have no
point of colliffion: . They may aflift
without being tempted. to . hurt one’
another in any manner. - This com-
‘merce is ufeful to both nations ;_this

uponprincipleswhichoughtto formthe




