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results of that series of protections and restrictions

which constitutes our so-called colonial system.

In the last division of these lectures, I have con-

sidered the progress of wealth and society in colonies

themselves} the natural laws by which it is governed,

the artificial regulations by which it may be promoted

and guided. The first topic of interest to which I

^ave adverted is that scarcity of available labour

which is so severely felt in infant colonies; which has

attracted so much attention of late years among prac-

tical economists, and has been attempted to be re-

medied by one of the most novel and remarkable

experiments of oui times,—the " South Australian"

scheme of colonization ; now put into practice more

or less rigorously in all our possessions in that quarter

of the world. But before entering on that much
controverted topic, I have digressed so far as to

advert to the history of the principal methods by

which European colonists have hitherto endeavoured

to obviate this scarcity ; namely, the employment of

subjugated native labourers, as in Spanish America,

of slaves, and of convicts, — subjects which necessarily

lead to the incidental discussion of some of the

complicated problems which now agitate at once the

minds of economists, philanthropists, and politicians.

The consideration of the scheme of Mr. Wakefield

and his disciples for supplying the same deficiency, is

necessarily connected with an investigation of the

principles which have regulated, and those which

ought to regulate the disposal of public lands ; that

important function of colonial authority which, in the

view of Lord Durham, had been the ** most full of

good and evil consequences" in the government of
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