
424 NAVAL II i ti T O 11 Y [18lo.

Juuird on board tlio Amoricim frigate. Tho iormor wns una-

ble to NU|>|)url this lung, nml at lU 1*. M. hu cnmo by tlio wind,

lirod a gun to lecwiird, and lowered his ensign. Mr. VV. JJ.

iSliubrick, lie third li(!iilenant, was sent on board to take pes*

session, when it was found that tho prize was the Levant 18,

the Honourable Captain Douglas.

During this eruise, the Coustilution mounted 52 guns ; and
she had a coniplement of about 470 men, all told ; a few of

whom were absent in a prize. The ('yane was a frigate-built

ship, that properly rated 21 guns, though she appeared as oidy

u 20 in Steele's list, mounting 22 thirty-two-pound earronades

on her gim-deck, and 10 eigliteen-j)ound earronades, with two
chase guns, on her (piarterdeck and forecastle ; making 31 in

all. The Levant was a new ship, rating 18, and mounting 18
thirty-two-pound earronades, a shilling eighteen on her topgal-

lant forecastle, and two chase guns ; or 21 in all. There were
found in the Cyane, lOH prisoners, of whom 20 wore wounded.
The precise nund)er slain on board her is not known ; Captain

Stewart, probal)ly judging Irom an examination of the muster-

book, computing it at 12, while the accounts given by the Eng-
lish publications dilfer, some putting tho killed at only 4 and
others atfl. It was probably between the two estimates. Her
regular crew was about 185, all told; and tlie"o is no reason

to believe that it was not nearly, if not absolutely full. Cap-
tain Stewart supposes it to have been 180 in the action, which
was probably about the truth. The Levant's regular comple-

ment is said to have been 130, all told; but it appears by u
statement published in Rarbadoes, where some of her ofllcers

shortly aflor went, that there were a good many supernumera-

ries in the two vessels, who were going to the Western Islands,

to bring away a ship that was building there. Captain Stew-

art supposes the Levant to have had 156 men in the action,

of whom he believed 23 to have been killed, and 16 wounded.
The first estimate may have been too high, though the truth

can probably ncwr be known. It is believed that no English

official ii ount of this action has ever been published, but the

Barbadoos -t.r incut makes the joint loss of the two ships, 10
killed, aiwl '^"^ w< ui.<?'ixl ; other English accounts raise it as

hiuh as 41 in all. It mav have been a little less than the esti-

mate of Captain Stewart, (although his account of the wounded
must have been accurate,) but was probably considerably more
than that of the Englis'< statements. The Constitution had 3

killed, and 1* woui)<'oii, or she sustained a total loss vi' 15


