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propositimi, wmiM Mtill ho lullicreil (d; ho C(iiis('(|iiciitly rcr-niiiiiiciiilod lii.M oullcjiirucs fu

n;.'reo to the appoiiitnipiit or.iii I'lii'^inoer, ami to proceed with thoniirvoy. Tlio ('(Hiitiiittco

111' Council advi.xod Voiir Ivvcolicncy to that cfloct, accompanying !<uch rcconuiicndaticu

ivilli llm expressed liopo that, if upon the completion of tlio aurvey the work wiis loiirid

|iriiotiea1ili!, no further deviiifions from tlie ajxreoinont of ISOii woulil lie iiropiir-eil.

'i'hiH fir iii;iltcr,>i iippnuiod (o ho piiitj;rcssiiig sntiMfactDrily, until the receipt of the Dc^-

palch of tlio (lovcrnor Ocnoral in reply to Your KxcoUoiiey's Pespiitch of tlio 18th Sop-

tciiibcr, ill which it is distinctly stilled by the Canadian tiovornmont that tha only condition <

upon which tliey will proceed with the .xiirvcy is upon thu distinct niidorslfindiiig tint

t'lirther arrangoniciits for llio construction ol' the proposed Hallway iiiii.st bo upon u now

Iiiisis.

Tho Committee cannot thorcforo but consider that the Oovornniont of Canada—and they

alone—aro rosponsiblo for any delay that has, up to tho present time, been causeil in tho

rurthorancc of this important Colonial work. We know that it i-i allo;,'c(l by tho Canadian

(iovcrnnmnt that thoir Minute of Council itf lioth Kcbriinry was intended as a notllicutioii

(if their abandonment of the biiHls upon which negotiation up to that time had been loundod

and say that thoy hoped that their report would have been sufficient to prevent misconcei).

tioii upon that point. The Committee have more than onco nxamined that document with

great care, but have failed to liiul in it a pilnglo sentence that, in their opinion, is calculated

to convey cither to the Imperial Government, or to the Governments of New Brunswick

1111(1 Nova Scotia, a notice of tho abandonment of the agreement of ISO'J; and Voiir

I'lxcellency has already called the attention of the (Jovernor General to the fact that tho

Minute of Council of 25th February last, was never oflicially communicat^il to this Gov-

erunient, which, it appears to the Committee, it would most certainly have been, had

tho Canadian Government at that time considered it a notification of the abandonment

of any agreement formerly entered into by the Governinents of the three Colonies, That

it was not considered in this light by the Imperial Government, to whom it was communi-

cated, is evident from the terms of the Despatch addres.sed by the Duke of Newcastle to

the Governor General of Canada on the 20th October 18G3, in which Ills Grace ob.'^ervea

that " ho finds sonic difficulty in reconciling" the intiaation of tho abandonment of the

Quebec agreement contained in the Report of the Executive Council of Canada of Sep-

tember, with the request made a short time previously for the appointment of an Engineer

to take part in the proposed Survey on behalf of the Imperial Government. The Com-

mittee, keeping in mind the proposal made to the Imperial Government by the Canadian

Delegates on their departure from England, December 23, 1802, in which they state the

terms and conditions upon which they were prepared to accept the proposed loan, and

reading the Report of the Committee of the Executive Council of Canada, of 25th February

1863, connected therewith, can only look upon the language used in that document as

addressed to the Imperii! Government, with a view of inducing them to grant the desired

loan upon the terms proposed by the Delegates when leaving London. In support of

which conclusion, we refer Your Excellency to tho last paragraph of their Report, which

is as follows :

—

" \''our Excellency's advisers have full confidence that the Government and Parliament

" of Great Britain will grant the proposed guarantee upon the most liberal terms, in con-

" sideration of the importance of this great work as a measure of defence, and a means of

" extending and securing the political and commercial influence of England over an

" immense territory, extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific."

It appears, therefore, that the proposition made to the Imperial Government in 18G1,
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