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Tliis Presbyterian Council is not a legislative body, nor does it claim
any power of review and control over its Constituent Assemblies. Its

main objects are;—(1) to afford an opp<^tunity for the Presbyferian
Churches of the world to become acquainted with each otheor: (2) to

gather and diffuse information in regard to the Kingdom of Christ : (3)

to draw the attention of the world to the Scriptural chiaracter of the Pres-

byterian polity and doctrine : (4) to arrange for harmonious work in the
mission field: (5) to inaugurate combined action as far as practical

through the pulpit, press and professorial chair for the religious instruc-

tion of the young, sanctification of the Sabbath, the overthrowing of

Bomanism, the suppression of intemperance, and the spread of Presby-
terian literature.

It is generally and cordially admitted that the first meeting of the
council has, so far, accomplished the end proposed. The Presbyterian
Churches of the old world and the new, of Europe, Asia, Africa, America,
and the Islands, of the tiouth have met, and looked into each other's faces

;

a great mass of information has been collected about the history and
statistics of Presbyterianism ; able papers were read and discussed on
various points of living interest.

There have been enacted, however, few practical measures of any
kind, for this adeqjiate reason that sufficient information has not yet been
collected. For an immense body like this to move would be dangerous
and futile unless it moves cautiously, and with a full knowledge of

whither it is going, and how it is to get there. With this feeling of far-

seeing prudence, and patient waiting the Council did little in the way
* of combined action, save the passing of resolutions and the appointment
of committees with the view of ripening matters for the meeting in
Philadelphia in 1880. These resolutions and committees were 9A
follows, beginning with the most important on.
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CONFESSIONS AND FORMULAS.

That this Council appoint a committee with fnstructions to prepare
a report to be laid before the next General Council showing in point of
fact—

First, TVhat are the existing creeds or confessions composing this


