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rightly underftood •, which it is our only de«

fign to make them, now as we endeavoured to
Jq then '^ ' *'' «»•» • '*• »»-•••>'»•'«• •> /».^ '

^ • f

As for the importance of the grejit Lakts^

that are thus commanded by Niagara^ we

need not infift upon it. That will abundant-

ly appear from their vaft exter.t, and fituation

in the midfl; of all the mod important places

in North America, and moft of the natives in

it. Thefc Lakes arc five in number, which form

fo many feas, that all communicate with one'

another, and afford an inland navigation, thac

extends over the whole continent almoft of

North America, as appears from the account

of it above given. Whoever then are mafter*

of thefe lakes mud command thac continent,

fooner or later, fince they hftve fuch an caf/

accefs to ic, and ready pafiage over it all, by

means of this navigation; whilft chofe who
are only^ Icttled on the Tea coaft are precluded

from a pallagc to the inland parts of the con-

tinent by many ridges of mountains that fur-

round them in all parts, and hem them in on

every fide : by which they are likewife de-

prived of any communication with the natives,

who chiefly refide on and about thofe great

lakes, for the fake of the fruitful lands, and

mild climate, with the great plenty of furrs,

that they afford.
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