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'! liis licavv work is now nearly comnlotcil, aiul a new briilgc of hoan ii thrown
over tho Ihullon's Kivor, opporito to S.<rat(){»i. ilu- foiriicr 0:10 ot rat'ts having hccn

carried away by the Iwirll ot water atrcr the lute tontiniial rains. When cnal»led to

move, nothing* within niv Icalc of talent iluiM ho lett iinattenipted to fnllil his M.iji*-

llv's orders, anil I hope tirimullanccs will l»c inch, that mv end^-avoiirs may be in lomc
dej'.rce allilled by a eo-operaiion of the army tiiulcr i>ir WMliam Muue.

1 have the honour to be, with j^reat rclpeCl,

Your l,unilhip's

moll obeilient ami moll humble ffvanr,

(Signed.) J. HuuGowE.*

\No.IX. Copy of a Letter f)om I.initrutwt Geveral llurpoync to LnrJ George Germain, idiird

C\iwp, );<«;;• Saratoga, Augiill 20, 1777.
[Private.]

Mv I.OIM>,

T Nl'J'.l) n(»( enlarge \^wn the concern I have in communicating any finirter events.

I am peilliadcd your f.ordlhip will give me credit tor partaking every lentirnent th.it

vour Lordfliip, or any other man warmed with principle and /.eal in this contelV, can

fed.

In regard to the alVair of" Saintcoick, I have only ro add to the public account, that

if ever there was a fituation to jullify enterpri/.e and exertion, out of the beaten track

wf military fcrvicc, it was that in which I found myfelt. Had I fuccccdcd, I fliould

have eiVeded a jundion with St. I.cgcr, and been now before Albany. And I Hatter

myfelf, I need only mention thofe views, to fhcw that in hazarding this cx|)edition I

had the foundert principles of military reafoning on my fide, viz. that the advantages

to be cxjMrdled from fuccefs were in a great degree lupcrior to the evils that could at-

tend mifcarriage. The fccondary purpofcs, to which I alluded in the public letter,

were to try the affe^ions of the country ; to complete the Provincial corps, many re-

cruits for which were unable to efcape from their villages without a force to encou-

rage and j^rotcd them ; and to diftrad the councils of the enemy, by continuing their

jcaloufy towards New England.

M.\ior General Rei'lffcl has prefll-d upon mc rcjieatcdly the mounting his dragoon«i,

the men were animated vith the famedcfire, and I conceived it a mort favourable oc-

cafion to give into their iu?as and folicitations, bccaulc in exerting their zeal to fulfil

their favourite purjH)fe, they necclfarily would effeil the greater purpofe of my own.
The rell of the troops were feledled from fuch as would leafi weaken the folid llrengtU

of the armv, in cafe of ill fuccels ; and I thought it expedient to take a little trial of

the Provincials and Canadians before I might have occafion for them in more impor-

tant anions.

The original detachment could not have been made larger without opening roads,

>i:ul other preparations of time, nor (houlJ I have thought it juftifiable to cxpol'c the

bell troops to lofs upon a collateral adlion. Had mv inftruftions been followed, or

could Mr. Brcyman have marked at the rate of two miles an hour any given twelve

hours out of the two and thirty, fuccefs would probably have enlued, misfortune

^vould certainly have been avoided. I did not think it prudent, in the prefent crifis,

to mark thelc circumftances to the public lb Ilrongly as I do in confidence to vour

Lord-
* The Icitcr that fuUous, No. 9, is alfo materially rcfcrrabic to No. 8.


