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Sir Arthur Currie, 
Montreal ,i„ue.,

Uear Sir : -

I note you say that there is no real national oolicy. It is 
i=tuite true. It is also true there is need forn a real live oolicy. I 
am not proviaing one,but thinx there is one olanx that should be adop
ted. That is,that Canadian trade shoula be done through Canadian oorts.

When the Confederation was entered this province was promised 
that the trans-Atlantic trade oa Canada should be done through the

Canada. i'here is a little boo*, written by a member 
named Bhelan, from Prince Edward Island. He gives 
at all the various banquets by the delegates. You may 
there were no minutes kept of the proceedings. The 

same as the meetings of the cabinets of all British

maritime ports of 
of the Conference 
the speeches made 
not be aware that 
practice was the
countries. The statements made,at the time the Conference was sitting, 
were made at the banquets. They were the conclusions arrived at and 
must be taxen as official. Another booa,more easily obtainable mam is 
a boon published by Colonel J.H.Gray,another delegate from Hew Brunswick. 
This was published a few years later,and is much fuller. Itcontains 
about all the first boom gives and more. In these you will find that 
the statement I have made is borne out by the facts therein contained.
The reasons are given in full. They are very convincing.

Effect was never given to the bargain then made,and the bar
gain would never have been struck if that oarticular clause had not been 
agreed to. The result is that these provinces have been stranded,because 
of this betrayel of our interests. The fathers believed this was necessary 
tothe building up of a sound position. It was not only necessary for us 
but for all Canada. That,I thinx.as as true today as it was in 1864, 
the date when the agreement was made. If that had been done at the time 
there is no doubt that today the maritimes would be prosperous. They 
are not prospering am to the same degree as the rest of Canada. There is 
much unrest her» now which threatens to increase as time passes.

When the agreement was made there was a feeling in Ontario 
that to balance the expenditure in building the Intercolonial railway 
none of the money would oe expended in Ontario,and that as a consequence 
there was a possibility that opponents to the u. ion might use this as 
an argument the union.hence a promise was given that money would be 
Voted by the new union to extend the canal system,then in its infancy.
The extensions have bean made. But the Maritimes have never got the 
promisee trace. That seems to us to be utterly unfair.

We believe it
trade of Canada shoula be done through our

to the interests of Canada today that all the
--------— own ports. At present we are

dependent.almost entirely on the Uniteo States ports for our exoort 
tiade and most oi the imports come through the same ports. Bopuïation 
follows ^the trade. millions of tons of Canadian goods pass through the 
ooits of the Ü.S. and the business we should have goes to rnrich our

09ighbouri


