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hon. gentleman to the page in Hansard, but
I have the official pamphlet containing the
Budget Speech of the Hon. Geo. Foster,
| D.C.L., M.P., Minister of Finance, delivered
on the 27th March, 1894, in the House of
Commons. At page 11 T find the following :

| If there is to be a protective system at all, every-
body knows that it must be higher in its inception
than as the years gradually pass, when industries
have become established, and when the indnstrial
development of the country grows apace. If a
high degree of protection is necessary at any time,
it is necessary in the initial ycars of a policy which
adopts the principle of protection as its basis.

And then be goes on to show that that
stage is passed. I now propose to quote a
few lines from page 18 of the same pamphlet.
This is the principal quotation—it lays
down the whole doctrine :

Now, sir, there have been many changes since
1879%. Since the inception of the National Policy,
fourteen years have yone by,  Changes have taken
place in the business conditions of this country
itself, changes in the value of raw material and of
manunfactured products, changes which, so far as
the ad valorem equivalents of duties are concerned,
have made a very great difference as to the nature
and rates - f imposts between those times and the
present day. Theindustries of this conntry have,
wany of them, well established themselves.  The
ramount of protection which they nceded hetore,

i they do not need to so great a degree to-day ; and
! for some years an opinion has been gaining ground
among the people that the time for a revision has
come, an opinion which was recognized by the
[ government when they said to parliament last
year that the time had come for a complete re-
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in favour of a exumination of the whole matter of our tariff

"arrangements, in order that the anomalies existing
might be done away with, and that the taviff might
{be brought level with the existing circumstances
jand changed conditions of business, not only in
“('zmudu, but in foreign countries, at the present
lday. Those changes have taken place, and those
changes have been recognized.

i

do not think the hon.

‘1\ can ral

gentleman
se any question as to my authority
for thinking that the tariff needs change.
I shall read just one more very short
(extract, where the Minister of Finance
having meanwhile dined and come back
fortitied, after having weighed T presume
i what he had said before dinner, says:
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When the House rose at six o'clock T was saying
{that in the tariff vevision it has been the aim of
i the government, while seeing that industries are
‘1'eusunably protected in this country, to also see
i that the rights of the consumers are carefully
| looked after, and that all classes and all conditions
“of the people shall have fair consideration in the
arrangement of the tariff.



