COMMONS
Inquiries of the Ministry
Minister of National Defence or the minister
of external affairs indicate the extent of
readiness of the mobile command in the event
of Canada being called on for action if this
government offers to commit its forces in a
peace restoring role?
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Mr. Speaker: Order. The question is much
too general in nature and also slightly
hypothetical.

Mr. MclIntosh: Mr. Speaker, it is a very
specific question. It is directed to—

Mr. Speaker: It is specifically hypothetical.

[Translation]

INQUIRY AS TO MINISTERIAL MISSION TO
LATIN AMERICA

On the orders of the day:

Mr. Gérard Laprise (Abitibi): Mr. Speaker,
I should like to direct a question to the right
hon. Prime Minister.

Can he tell the house whether it is still his
intention to send a Canadian ministerial mis-
sion to latin America in the fall and if so, can
he tell us the names of the ministers and
officials who will participate in that visit?

[English]

Hon. Mitchell Sharp (Secretary of State for
External Affairs): Mr. Speaker, may I answer
this question. The mission to Latin America is
now being planned. We have been discussing
with the governments of the Latin American
countries the most suitable dates for our visit.
When the itinerary has been decided upon in
agreement with these governments, an
announcement will be made, and the names
of the ministers who will be participating will
be announced at that time.

MIDDLE EAST—EFFORTS TO REMOVE CAUSES
OF TENSION

On the orders of the day:

Hon. Marcel Lambert (Edmonton West):
Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Secretary
of State for External Affairs. In the light of
the repeated incidents between Israeli and
Arab forces since the truce in the six day war
of June, 1967, and in particular the more
belligerent attitude of the parties in recent
weeks, what active efforts has Canada been
making both in the security council and the
general assembly of the United Nations
toward an eradication of the root causes of
the tension which everyone in the house

[Mr. McIntosh.]
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recognized existed at that time in the Middle
East?

Hon. Mitchell Sharp (Secretary of State for
External Affairs): Mr. Speaker, our general
policy has been to support the Jarring mis-
sion. We believe this is the only body now
available which seems to have the necessary
authority to discuss a possible solution with
both the Arab and the Israeli sides in this
conflict.

Within the next few days Mr. Riad of the
United Arab Republic and the foreign minis-
ter of Israel will be in Canada and we will
have an opportunity at that time for an even
more detailed consideration of the possibili-
ties of resolving some of these fundamental
questions. I can only say that so far Mr. Jar-
ring and his mission have not met with great
success, which I regret very much.

Mr. J. P. Nowlan (Annapolis Valley): Mr.
Speaker, I have a supplementary question
which is obviously also directed to the Secre-
tary of State for External Affairs. In view of
the interesting surrounding-states doctrine in
international affairs which was propounded
here yesterday to resolve Biafra’s problem, is
the Secretary of State for External Affairs
waiting for a resolution from the surrounding
Arab states before some initiative is taken in
resolving Israel’s problem?

Mr. Sharp: Mr. Speaker, I would have
thought, having in mind the events surround-
ing the invasion of Czechoslovakia and the
efforts that have been made to interfere in
Canadian affairs, that most members of this
house would support very strongly the princi-
ple of non-intervention in the sovereignty of
other countries.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS

INQUIRY AS TO ESTABLISHMENT OF STANDING
COMMITTEE

On the orders of the day:

Mrs. Grace Maclnnis (Vancouver-Kings-
way): Mr. Speaker, I should like to direct a
question to the Minister of Consumer and
Corporate Affairs. In view of the continuing
rise in the cost of living and the reference in
the speech from the throne to a continuous
review of prices and costs, will the minister
consider the establishment of a standing com-
mittee on consumer affairs?

Hon. Ron Basford (Minister of Consumer
and Corporate Affairs): Yes, Mr. Speaker.



