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remarks I read fromn the address by the Min-
ister of Finance you will find some reference to
external trade. The fact of the matter is that
the government, which is always ready te take
credit te itself because this country stands in
a leading position in the field of externai trade,
in which we are the fourth nation in the world,
tells us in effect now that we are simply mark-
ing time until others are prepared to take
some action in the international field. If we
have reached this enviable status, I suggest
that is not a good enough answer from, the
government. We sbould know preciseiy what
this government proposes. We should know
somcthing about the plans this government
proposes to lay before any conference called
for this purpose. We have not been given the
slightest inkling; in this case we have net
even been permitted a glirnpse of any phan-
tom plans on behalf of the government. May
I remind you, Mr. Speaker, that this summer
twe important conferences are being held to
which this government will soon be sending
delegates. They are conferences being held ini
London by the Imperial Economic Comtnittee
and the Imperial Shipping Committee. The
Imperial Economic Committee has been as-
sembling data on trade within the empire,
making reports and fuifilling a useful function
in ýconnection with the extension of trade
within the units of the commonwealth and
empire. That conference this summner is to
decide, according to wbat we were told in the
externai relations committee on Juiy 9, wbe-
ther or not the Imperial Economie Committee
shahl continue hereafter. I suggest that is a
serious matter. If our external trade is se
important-and it is important; it may be the
lifeblood of this nation before we are througb
-we should know from this government im-
mediately what instructions tbey are giving
their delegates with respect to the views to be
presented te the Iýmperial Economic Cein-
mittee. Before this budget debate ends, I
trust we may have an authoritative pronounce-
ment from the government on this score.

In the limited time remaining, I wîsh te say
a word about a 'subi ect w.hich has been
.neglected in the budget proposals and in the
budget speech of the Minister of Finance. That
matter is inceme tax reform. I do net knew
whether hon, gentlemen opposite have forgotten
quite what reform. means; .perhaps I shaîl have
te speak in relatively simple terms.

In the first place, there is ene reform. which
is long overdue. I suggest that it is about
time we eliminated one particular word, ene
conspicueus word, fromn the titie of this mea-
sure. It is called the Incarne War Tax Act.
Enacted, during the last war, in 1917, it has.
becorne a permanent part of the taxation and

fiscal fabrie of this country; se let us have
serne realism and get rid of the fiction ef the
word " war."

I turn 110w te the subi ect ef the machinery
of collection and assesament. Again I may
have te refer te seme rernarks of the Minister
of Finance on other *and perhaps happier occa-
sions. In bis budget speech on June 27 of this
year the minister had this te say on the sub-
jeet of our personal income tex, at pa'ge 2914
of Hansard:

Our personal inceme tax is now unnecessarily
cumbersome...

That is a masterpiece of understatement. He
added:

Not only is the tax structure itself cemplex
but as the house weil knews its drafting leaves
rnucb to, be desired.

Another masterpiece of understaternent! I
recaîl the rernark of the rigbt hon. gentleman
in his budget speech last faîl, at page 1006 of
Hansard fer 1945:

There are clear and obvieus reasons for as
eariy a reorganizatien and simplification of this
tax as is practicabie.

You know, Mr. Speaker, we ahl expected
after that speech, whicb the minister made en
October 12, 1945, that bie would serieusly lake
in hand this problem of revising the inceme
tax, elirninating alI the complications and
absurdities in the procedure of assessment and
collection; but tbey remain. The rmister bas
apparently been tee busy, and ail the bouse
bas been given this year is another apology
fer delay. Everytbing remains for anether
year. The 1946 returus, te be made eut in
April, 1947, will still be the sarne ehd returns
containiog the things with which we have
become se unhappily familiar: the normal
tax, the graduated tax, the surtax, compulsory
savings, and ail the other beadaches. That
return will be made eut next year, as it bas
been made eut in recent years, net enhy by ahl
those who made it eut this year, but it will
now have te be made eut by aIl the farmers
and fishermen who hope te qualify on the new
basis of averaging their incernes ever a tbree-
year period. Yes, all the complications remain;
the cornplicated procedure is still there.

But the minister trots eut for our view
something that apparently is intended te
dazzle the bouse. He bas two prepesals, the
first for an incerne tax appeai board and the
second for an incorne tax advisery board.
Let us look at these for just a moment, taking
first the incerne tax appeal board. We are
told it is te be set up fer this purpose:
te hear appeals from. assessmeuts made by the
Minister of National Revenue in respect of the
year 1946 and subsequent taxation years.


