
MAY 23, 1944
War Appropriation-Agriculture

steers which were ready for the block in the
feul, put themr ini their feed lots and feed
ýthem through into the spring of the year, by
that method producing extra fat or extra well-
flnished beef. which is calied red label beef
frorn one end of Canada te the other and sold
at higher prices. By that system, under the
conditions then existing, ýthey were able to
make money and at the same time serve the
farmers to good effect by tending to keep up
prices in the fali of the year.

Then we came to 1943, when we turned our
pork 'baýck on to the market because we had
enough of it to supply Britain with ail she
needed and to give our own people -ail they
wanted to eat. Then beef started to pile 1-p
on our markets. In January and February of
this year we said, "The offer i.s stiil there; we
stili want to buy the surplus," and, as the
hon. member fer Lethbridge bas said, the
buyers on the Calgary market were prepared
to pay certain prices for cattie until the pack-
ers get the supplies needed for the mnarket
that was irnmediately available to thern. Then
some rancher eut in the country would phone
in and say, "I would like to seli my cattle."
,The packer would reply, "'Well, I have ail I
can handie at the moment,"' but the rancher
weuld say, "I want y'ou te. corne up and see
thiem." Se the packer would go up and look
at the cattie and say, "I do net want yeur
cattle at any price at the moment; I have
ail I need." But the rancher would reply, "I
have to seli them. This is the usual time for
selling them, and I want to get rid of them."
Then the packer would say, "Well, if you are
bound to get rid of them, though I do not
want themn I will give you a certain price for
them. In the meantime I will see that some-
body leoks after themn until I arn ready te,
kili thern." That is practically what it
amounts to. The same thing would eccur if
you went over te your neighbeur and said,
"I have some cattie hers which I arn bound te
seli." The neighbeur might reply, "Well, I
have ail my stalls filled now; I have ail the
c attie I can f eed, a.nd I really do net want
any more." But if you were 'te say, "Well,
I cannot keep thema any longer; I want you
te take them," youir neighbour might reply,
"Ail right, but if I muet feed them for another
month or so, which means I wil have te buy
more feed, I will have te pay you a lewer
price for them." In other words ne policy
can be established by 'this goverument or any-
one else which, will make it possible for a
person te keep hie stock for a higher market
than is avaiable, and then insist that .they be
taken on a certain day or during a certain
week. People muet be prepared 'te spread
the marketing of their produot over a suffi-
cient period of time te make possible the

handding of it to advantage by 'whoever is
buying it, whether a private mndividuai. or the
governifent.

So that th-ey ran into seme difficulties for a
few weeks, while we were- on the second, step
of the stairs I mentionied. There were also
d-ifficulties when the last step was reached, but
when we got to the top the difficuities disap-
peared. To-d-ay the farmers who are selling
cattle are getting the prices they said back
in January and February they should be get-
ting. But my hon. f'riend says the governrnenl
should have taken themn. If the government
had taken them we would have had to hire
sorne rancher to keep theni until they were
required for the mrarket, or until they could
be handled by the packing houses. So that we
would have been in the same position that we
were in as a resuit of what actually did happen.
But another difficulty arose, about which a
question has been asked. There were cows
for sale. Well, anyone who has lived on a
ranch in western Canada, or who has walked
across a ranch, knows what happens. I ha;ve
been on ranches ini the west on which there
were six and eight thousand head of cattie.
The sires are running with the breeding stock,
and the cows are bred. When the herds are
taken in and sorted in the fail of the year
some of these, cows are pre'pared for market,
and- the usual practice has been to seil them
hefore they begin to show that they have
been bred. In January of 1944 these cows
were ready for sale, but because of the circum-
stances I have described te the committee
there was not a ready market for them. In
the first instance the producers insisted on the
government buying the cows. We replied that
we were prepared to buy the beef just as soon
as they could get the cows through the plants
and the beef into position so we could have it
frozen and sent to Britain. Finally, after sonie
littie delay, arrangements were made under
which these cows were taken in, but net before
some of the producers had taken a ioss
on them because of what developed, and, not
before sorne of the cows were in such a condi-
tion that it was net possible to market them
in the spring of this year, se that thcy wiil be
held over for another year.

The difficulties eventually were overcome,
and ýmost of the meut was marketed at a rea-
sortable price. It is true that during this
period the so-called floor price on cows would
have been about 7à cents a pound, and a few
people were offered 6j cents. I do flot know
how rnany sold at 64 cents, but I do know
that some producers wrote the department and
said they had been offered this price, stating
that this was one cent beiow the floor. 0f
course we replied that actually there was no
floor price on cattie. The farmers have insisted


