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I cannot repeat it too often, that the men in
Gloucester county who were under the con-
trol of the provincial Department of Public
Works used the federal aid money as a
campaign fund and political machine. I will
ask the Minister of Labour—

Mr. LAPOINTE: He is not here.

Mr. VENIOT: It will reach him—let him
read Hansard to-morrow. I will ask the
Minister of Labour, now that he has the
evidence that federal aid was expended on
these roads, that he obtain from Mr. Carter
his reports on the old Miramichi road, on
the Blue Cove road, on the Bennie Petre
road, the south Bathurst and other roads. I
was going to refer also to the roads north
and south of the Tracadie river, but Mr.
Carter reports that he saw only one in-
dividual and he was not able to obtain any
information. In these cases where he was
not able to obtain sufficient evidence the
minister should have him return and make a
further attempt, but the evidence already
obtained should be reported to this house.
If that is done it will be seen that it bears
out what I have said to-day.

Take the cases of the old Miramichi road
or the east Bathurst road, so-called, which Mr.
Carter said was not under federal aid. This
project is under federal aid, because the pro-
vincial Minister of Public Works has stated
that practically $14,000 of federal aid was ex-
pended as compared to only $5,000 of pro-
vincial aid. This was the reply made in the
legislature of New Brunswick. Mr. Carter
had my report in which I stated that the men
who were on the pay-roll on October 26 had
not worked. I suggested to him that he look
into this matter, and he did so. He found out
that there were men on the pay-roll on
October 26 who had not worked. He
went to the chief timekeeper who told
him he could not understand how it
was. The chief timekeeper’s name is also
on that  pay-roll, and he stood all day
at the polls corralling the men off the
road and keeping them there all day in order
to vote. Yet he does not understand how it
was they were not working. He sent Mr.
Carter to a young school boy of seventeen
years of age who was acting as assistant time-
keeper. This boy told Mr. Carter that he
had put the names of these men who had not
worked upon the pay-roll under the instruc-
tions of his father and William Gallagher. Is
it true that these pay-rolls are padded? Re-
plying on March 22, as reported in the St.
John Telegraph-Journal, to a statement made
by me in this house on February 8, the pro-
vincial Minister of Public Works stated that
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while it was true a number of men had been
on the pay-roll on October 26, when it was
discovered that they had not worked their
names were erased. This goes to prove the
statements I made to the Department of
Labour, at least in that respect. It goes to
prove also that those who had charge of the
work—I do not know whether they received
instructions from the provincial department
or from anybody else—did not hesitate for
a moment to use federal money as a campaign
fund. Is it any wonder I take such a strong
stand against allowing the provincial depart-
ment to handle this money any longer when
the Minister of Public Works has had three or
four of the supervisors in his own county of
Restigouche reported upon by a royal com-
mission as having stolen some $7,960 of the
public moneys expended on the roads in that
county? 0

1 take this matter up to-night in order to
justify the position I took on March 8. At
that time I referred to the expenditure of
money in the county of St. John and stated
that much of the money had been expended
before the projects had been approved. I
stated further that the projects approved be-
tween November, 1930, and March, 1931, and
those approved on November 25, 1931,—I was
then referring to the first project—had been
held over until the by-election took place. If
I am not mistaken, the projects in the county
of St. John were approved of in February,
1931, and some of the money was expended.
Everybody in New Brunswick admits that at
that time unemployment was very acute in
the county of St. John, and especially in the
parishes of Simonds and Lancaster, yet $7,300
of that money was withheld and not expended
until June, the month of the St. John county
by-election, which took place on June 29, 1931.
I have, from the pay sheets of the New Bruns-
wick Department of Public Works, direct evi-
dence of that expenditure of $7,300 being
upheld until June.

I further stated that large amounts of money
were expended before the projects were sub-
mitted to the Department of Labour, and I
have the proof of that from the pay sheets
of the New Brunswick Department of Public
Works. In September, 1931, they spent $13,168;
in October, §17,093; in November, $7,863, and
yet the projects were not approved until
November 26. Therefore in that respect I
have substantiated the statement I made on
the floor of the house.

I wish to go back to the expenditures made
in the county of Gloucester. There has been
submitted by the New Brunswick Department
of Public Works to the provincial legislature,



