i1

[COMMONS] | 12

tions, nationel conrditions have all changed
and mmaterially for the better. Never in the
history of Canada were the people s8¢ proa-
perous and contented. Never have they bhad
such unbounded counfidence in the future.
Never did Caneda stand s8¢ high in the esti-
mation of the nations as she does to-day ;
industrial life and prosperity are evident on
every bhand and progress and development
are to be seen onr all sides. The farmers
are thriving, farm mortgages are being
rapidiy peid off, the mannfacturers are over-
ron with orders, the mechanics sre being
fully employed, apd are receiving greatly in-
creased wages, cur lumbering industries are
advancing by leaps and Bounds and our
mining interests are attracting the attention
of the whoie world. QOur banking instito-
tions, too, find safe and profitable invest-
ments for all their funds and our great raii-
way corperations are receiving largely in-
creased returas. The present Premier (Sir
Wiltrid Laurier) when in opposition, omce
said, in reply to a long quotation of figures
from the then Finance Minister (Bir. Foster),
that when his party came into power it

woald not be necessary to quote figures to.
prove to the people that they were prosper-

ous. The people would feel the jingle of
presperity im their pockets.
that predictien has been abundanily
veriftod ; 1 think thei the people are feeling
thee Jingle of progperity to-day &s they pever

felt it before. ©Our foreign irade hos won-

derfully incrensed. Permit me to give a few
figures in connection therewith. Qur
foreign trade bhess increased in  the
three years egimee 1836 by =mo less
than 382,000,000, bot to ensble cme fully to
grasp the greatness of this lncrease, 2 com-
parison is necessary. I .find from the trade
2nd aavigation returne that the incresse is
greiter by seme $£16,000,000 than the lu-
cregse for the eighteen yvears fromm 1878 to
i898. But, great 2z hus been the increase
In the iast three fiscal vears the trade of

the present fiseal year bids fair to surpass.

it by many millions. Our total foreign trade
for the six months ending December was
$203,000,000, wbhick s within $L000.40 of

the total foreign trade for the full fiscal
year of 1889, and within $35,000,000 of the

total foreign trade for the full fieczl year of
1828. Our exports tos, have largely io-
crensed ; our cxporis are greater by §29,-
000,000 for the six months of the present
ficenl year than for the fuil year of 18%8,
and within $12,060,000 of those for the fall
fiscal year of 188¢. If the present rate of
progress in our trade continues to the and of
this fiscal year we shall toneh the 2875,000,-
000 mark. OCur highest foreign trazde under
the Inte Administration was 8247,009,600,

arpd If expectatioms be realized our for--

eign trade for 1900 will exceed thetef the
best year wnder the lnte government by over
$186.,900,060. These figures are eloguent in
themeelves and must make every irue Cana-
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dien proud of his country. This sbundant
prosperity is, I am sure, very gratifying to
gll of vg, and mcore especially to the gov-
ernment who have done 80 mueh to bring it
about. I am aware, 8ir, that the opposition
do pot 2dmit that the government are en-
titled to the er-’it for this prespercus
stete of affairs, but I venture to say
that the great thinking public de not iake
that view. [ Dbelieve that the great major-
ity of the people of Canada are fully satis-
fied that the government are entitled to
a very large measure of credit for this pres-
perous state of aiffairs. At all events, Sir,
we cannct close cur ¢yes to this fact, that
immediately upon the advent of the present
administration to power prosperity et omce
returped. Confidence was restored and
busginess has progressed amazingly ever
gince, At the Reform Conventiop in this
city, in 1823, the Liberal party declared
in favoar of a scund facal pollecy—a poliey
of tariff reform, & policy that would lighten
the burdens of the people withont doing sny
injustice to &ny cilass, and would ar the
same time bring back prosperity to the
covntry, and I am bourd to say that that de-
claration has been carried out by the present
administration. The tariff has been reforin-
ed ; the taxation of the pecple has been re-
duced, prosperity has returned, and the fsrm-
ers especiaily are receiving great benefit by
the changes. But, it i not through the
changes in the traiff alone thet the gov-
einment has sdvanced the interests of the
country. Iis vigerous policy in respect io
traasportation is highly commendable and
wiil receive the approbation of the country.
The tramsportation problem is oxe of the
greatest that can engage the sttention of
the government. it Is of prime importapce
that our preoducts be conveyed to the best
markets in the cheapest possible msruer
and with the obmnost despateh. Bvery doiliar
saved in the cost of transporting graln aund
gther farm producis is so0 much saved to
the agricuiturists, and through them, to
the people. In this connection the
government aund the country sare io
be copgreiuiated wupon the ecompletion
of the 8t Lawrenece Canzl system.
We have now 2 system of water transport
from the head of Lake Superior to the city
of Montreal which will accommoidate veszels
drawing 14 feet of water. The greainess of
tbig accompiishment cannot be realized now,
but our owsn ané succeeding genera-
tiors of Canadians wiil be vastiy bepe-
ited by it And, Sir, though much
hes Bbeen done to develosp the interests
of transportation, much remainz to be done.
1 think we are safe ip saying thst the pre-
sent government is fully siive to the situa-
tion &pd that they will deal with the mattor
in a scund bunsinesslike way. I am pleased
to motice that the Department of Agricul
vure has pursued a progresgsive policy In re-
ference to our cold storage and shipping



