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the Government in regard to railway build- cannot be tnvoked In the present etate of
ing in this country. I beg to move the ad- things.
journment of the House. Let us review, for one moment, the poiU-

cal and social position of France, at the end
Motion to adjourui negatived. of the eighteenth century. What are the

faets ? Royalty was n6w holding an abso-
ELEOCTOiL FRANCHiSE ACT. ito sway; !the public lands,wealtli and

offies.- were being monopolized by a few
House resumed adjourned debate on the members of the nobility and by a few

proposed motion of Mr. Fitzpatrick for the powerful oicers, the privileges of whom
second reading of Bill (No. 16) to repealse
the Electoral Franchise Act and to further charges; the lower nobilty were being
amend the Dominion Elections Act. crushed down and iipoverisled for the

benetit of the randees of te court ; the
Mr. BOUIISSA. (Translation.) 3'.r-lierties of thle comiityu and bf fe pro-

Speaker.1 i)flot )retend 'to be, able th lrow vincesfullonger the poweieful bofes they
Iiuci new 1 glit on the question uov under were in ;the middle anis, w ewre being
consideration, but I deem it my duty to gradualy and systematical3' taken awav
make known to the House the sentimeut fronutheu. it is easy to uderstand Iuow
prevailing in the province of Quebec with right-mînded men, anious to bette
regard to the Franchise AeL. dition of the people, as also ambtious men

The Bill introduced by tlie hon. Solicitor impatient 'bu energe from their obscurity
General (Mr. Fitzpatrick) to repeal the and to swav in their turn, ]ave-sought in
Franchise Act of 1885 is admittedly the universal suffrage the surcs en of
most populari measure that has ever beenî trowning the privileged classes Uthe
devised by tlie present Government. I may Now, ir had iever CCIIi'e(ltoine of theni.
say that it is the most important legislation whule ut part of the sehenie of others
that has ever enga ged the attention of Par- hycferring xndiseriîîately on al
liament. provided we do not consider the citizens the riglit of vote. without having
intrinsie value of a legislation only fron the prepared theM beforehand tu exercise the
standpoint of the publie expeuditures in- r powers of the franchise wirlu whieh
volved. For one not to admit that a law they wer inve.ted and te

IllUe franéise is one of the nust initiated into the knowledge f oth preroga-
1 1t10us imleasures'. bob froi a pIolitieil tîves they derdnerey lwe(ling over llie

aund a sochil st.aind)oinýt, whihi a Parliamnt eent ofll a seeoiiotweakni tate
Cali defite dplaice (audie Statuite-book. hafom thf millions ofstiunestadhono

wotIld 1W igflorincr tle iost tsse)ntial îlonger kiWw 1101Vtu )overu thleir owII couii-
of our parlianentary systemandihnde. e then, t e good sese of the

i t In fact. the rigdt of suffrtige n:Ion ol t pope sasonder adituld deno-
is tait the verî basis of our parhiacntar i pi-Cratiey itself has been bapthzed by te church,

stItutions. as it deternines which is the class to use te expressswion t eeuerhr:tted inou
of eitizeiis î'h wilI have the right o>f ak- of our tiles. But in the very eause of the

iug t1heiýr 1oie e ard land their ivili obeyed, danger. in popular suiffrage !tself, an anti-
througthiri represenutives. inthe colin- dotewi as been found acainst its extreme
cils of the nation. and as i gives ose who onsequences. rThe f tsejorlty of tivilized
rank a' Ig tlle electors of the cotintry :anations in Europe. taot by th hgrievous
portion of the inational sçbvereirnty. cises ]ttendin teoehadlvery of p iteal
Thie l)rEeurIs ors Iof' thoFrt nO rrvolutflon liberty in France. have readed with more
sa. or f iilley In ntshiyf- prudence and caution in thefo to b e

ramen a emed for ail eie evils the old Frene people. dn t ndonow It s pay be sai
andty oias adpr to. and a harrier against that, while England has tauglit the world

ablSss:and corrbip1tIoi of evvry dlescription. the science or self-government, France bas
c donot intend re and now-to eontroverr stirred up in the teaststof men the iusttnet
te principles advan ed by Rousseusntl Y ordeinocratical liberty. May the truc and

iis aflepts of al s1lades. amlong-st îviom we Ilil tn1uie >ftU2wogra ntin

mechanism ofleourofparleamentarytisystem and

find to-day aliathughi. erhaps.'they ay ot at gave birthe to otr peei. eve&r lhai-
be a-are of 'it, the hon, leader of the Oppo- vrmonizeIn this land of ours nw e refieted

stio. a several other haon. gentlemen op- in our law miand our institutions. Now,
posite. But faets are stubhorn things, aged our poliwioal andsorial position war-
the receords of oneUunrd pyears nave i- trants in sIaring t e blind optisyn of the
ready given te lito and shown sthelttsr levellin philosophers oft a eeighteenth en-
fallacY Oft e th'ories hdvocted hY th tury and lffpromulgatinîin tte matter of
philospliers of the ghteentheentUry, diffrage. absolarte equality iearfro n ti.
they o w tha.t thosebrilant Utopias, wlen - e areartua!syenjoying as large an amount
aetlhly nappied. can only lead peoples buthe of inqvidue. and corporative freedom as
lallure of liberty. Now. those reformers of nay be desirable. r or are there to e found
1789 who were in earne.9r, found -in the con- la any portion of the country those ab-
pitions of the tines. plga an even a normal agglomeratons of proletaires rush-

gTunei pruport of thei Freh revluton librt ion Fr ance, halviegteed withs mOre
Mar fAVni. hysw aho uf rdnc n ato ntefoseso h
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