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F-104G has commenced, but the strike-reconnaissance role has been placed
under doubt by the recent Nassau declaration concerning nuclear arms, as well
as other developments both technical and political in the defence field . It
will be necessary, therefore, at this meeting in May, for Canada to give
consideration to this matter and we will, in co-operation with the nation s
-of NATO, undertake a clarification of our role in NATO defence plans and
disposition.

We are united in NATO . We have never and will never consent to
Canada breaking any of her pledged words or undertakings . It is at that
meeting, where there will be reviewed the entire collective defence policy,
that we shall secure from the other member nations their views, and on the
basis of that we will be in a position to make a decision, a consistent
decision, first to maintain our undertakings and secondly to execute, if
that be the view, the maintenance of our collective defence . In the mean-
time the training of Canadian forces in the use of these weapon systems can
continue .

So far as NORAD i s concerned I have said at the beginning of my
remarks that Canada's sovereignty must be maintained . We shall continue
our negotiations . They have been going on quite forcibly for two months
or more . . . .

There was never any concealment of the fact . We will negotiate
with the United States so that, as I said earlier, in case of need nuclear
warheads will be made readily available . In other words, we will be in a
position to determine finally, in the interests of Canada and our allies,
the course to be followed in the light of changing circumstances in the dis-
armament field, which have become encouraging recently through Khrushchov's
acceptance of even a minimum observation of nuclear testing . We will dis-
cuss with the nations of NATO the new concept of a nuclear force for NATO .
If that concept at Nassau is carried into effect, much of our planning in
the past will pass out of existence .

. . .It i s so easy to say what should be done . Conscientiously and
honestly we have tried, in the face of changing conditions, to bring about
peace . We do not want to do anything at this time to rock the boat . If in

the progress of disarmament i t is found that we are beginning to approach
that new era that all of us look forward to, the NATO nations meeting
together can make that detérmination in agreement that i s best for each and
all . If, on the other hand, there is going to be set up a multilateral
nuclear force, then all our planning to date, or most of it, will be of
little or no consequence . I know they say, "Make decisions . Be concrete ;
be direct" . . . Recklessness was never evidence of decisiveness . We will,
as a result of the fullest discussion and consideration, determine a course
which I believe now means a vast alteration in all the defensive techniques
that we have accepted in the last few years, and we will come back to
Parliament and place before it the considered view of this Government .

. . .All of us should be true Canadians when facing a problem that
touches the heartstrings of each and every one of us . My prayer is that
we will be directed in this matter . Some may ridicule that belief on my
part . I believe that the Western world has been directed by God in the last
few years, or there would have been no survival . I believe that will continue .
My prayer is that we shall so live as to maintain not only the integrity of
Canada and its high reputation by carrying out our responsibilities, but at
the same time that we will be right, that the Canadian people will be abl e
to say that, whatever decision is made, it was made with every consideration
being given to all those moral and psychological things that form one's
make-up .


