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Also, the fresh perspective which they bring to the negotiations
will assist materially in the search for early agreement . And

may I suggest, Mr . Chairman, that the presence of these eight
other nations has already been of deep significance as well as
of great help to the opening phases of this conference .

Economic Effects of Disarming

Third we had just ten days ago the unanimous
finding of the United Nations Committee on the Economic and
Social Consequences of Disarmament that general disarmament,
far from producing adverse economic effects, would be a n
immense contribution to the advancement of human well-being .
There cari surely be no doubt that the reallocation of even part
of the enormous resources now devoted to expenditure on armaments
would open up unlimited possibilities for the improvement of
living standards'in all the nations, whatever their social system
or whatever their stage of development .

Fourth, past experience has made us fully aware of
the grave consequences which will follow if we permit these
negotiations to fail or even to lose momentum. It is now •almost
two years since the work of the Ten-Nation Committee was broken
off . This period has been marked by renewed international tension
and â nuclear arms race of increased intensity, of which the
resumption of nuclear testing is the most serious aspect . An
even more serious deterioration in the international situation
will result if our efforts here cannot bring about rapid agreement .

Finally, the increasingly devastating power of modern
weapons has placed a new responsibility on the representatives
who are gathered here . The very fact that all of as around this
table fully recognize the immeasurable catastrophe which would
result from a conflict involving such weapons in itself provides
new motives for meeting the challenge which faces us . In my
opinion we cannot allow another failure to establish an effective
system of disarmament . If we do not succeed on this occasion,
the avrorld may not be given another chance .

As far as my delegation is concerned, we have come
to Geneva with the firm intention to continue working without
interruption until a comprehensive system of general disarmament
has been agreed. At the same time we hope and expect to-see
initial agreements reac-hed with the least possible delay . This
committee is obliged to report to the United Nations Disarmament
Committee by June 1, and the peoples of the world will expect a
substantial measure of progress by then . The time factor is-of
vital significance in our work, and we should at once start to
search for common ground . This is a case where, as we say in
Canada, time is of the essence .

The agreed statement of principles forms the basis
for discussion and negotiation at this conference . It follows
that all measures of disarmament must be carefully phased and ,in
balance with one another ; and that reduotions of national armaments


