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Proposed Criteria of Lethality

•f

Mate rial o fulfilling any of the f ollowing critc-i-iu 
of lethality v/ould be* considered ao potential egonto of

* • . * ' f • ;chemical warfare to be subject to* er general prohibition (or, 
moro particularly» to bo- oonoidefed as egonto sufficiently 
lethal and militarily useful to bo made oubjcct of a ban cn 
their manufacture) : •
1. Vapour-f firming materials having lethality equal to or 

greater than that- of reference substance (euggootod 
standard* Phosgene) when administered by inhalation 
to animals of any of the common laboratory epeoioo 
('mouse,. rat, rabbit, guinea-pig, oat or dog).

2. Peroutoneoualy toxic materials having lethality equal, 
to or greater than, that of the reference substance

• (suggested atandardf Nicotine (alkaloidol base),when 
administered pordutorioously to any of* the common

. laboratory epeoiee (mouse, rat, rabbit, guinea pig, 
eat, dog. or swine).

3* Mateilale having lethality equal to or greater than that * 
o£ of the reference aubstanbe (suggested standard:

• Heoe'tlgaine)' when administered by subcutaneous injection, 
to any of the common laboratory species (mouse, ra-s,

..rabbit, guinea pig,., oat or dog)• ■ •

The reasons for'proposing these particular substances au 
reference materials are (a) that ethey are materials readily 
available commercially in‘many countries, (b) that they have 
levels of toxicity such as-to minimiqe inclusion in' a 
prohibition of lease toxic materials which have legitimate 
uses.(see Table I). It may bo possible to establish o ben
on ~manufacturoy
all those agents having a lethality greater than these, standauilu.
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