
work. Equally important when the case is ready, flot only should the Minister invite thle U.S. to
lead a working group, but the argument should be brought to Wirth's personal attention tlirough
the use of intermediaries such as Maurice Strong. E.F. Roots, Science Advisor Emeritu for
Environrnent Canada, could provide invaluable assistance to those in DFAIT charged withl
putting the case together.

Arctic marine transportation. This is an up and comixig issue as the Russian Federation
moves to exploit its Arctic offshore oil anid natural gas reserves and is faced with continued
deterioration of its pipeline system. Norway, Russia, and also Japan have financed a multi-
million dollar programme of research into the itensified use of the Northern Sea Route for bulc
transportation between Europe and Asia, and from the Russian Axctic to western markets.
Chernomyrdin has expressed interest in the Arctic Counicil as a forum for international
cooperation and support of new ventures in this area. For its part, the Greenland HRG has
granted offshore oul exploration permits in concessions west of Nuuk and in Jamison Land and
adjacent waters, aH with an eye to eventual transportation by marine mode. Economics and
politics may also conspire one day to open the way for UJ.S. offshore oil shipments westwards
fr the Beaufort Sea.:«Meanwhile, PAMER is actively concerned with Arctic shipping
developments, and Transport Canada has been leading IMO1-sponsored tallcs on thé
hiarmonization of Arctic sb.ip rules with a special regard for environmental protection.

The Arctic Council clearly has a pro-active role to play here. The role is both to ensure
hat precedents set in the evolution of marine transportation in one or more subregions of the
-ircumpolar North are consistent with the wider requirements of sustainable dev elopment at the
.egional level, and to facilitate the coordination of national assets to assist the Russian
~ederation in particular as it puts together the necessary infrastructure, environmental and social
mpact assessment included, for safe bullc transport by marine mode. Norway and Russia could
lierefore be approached te co-chair an Arctic Council worlcing group on marine transportation.
ohn Karau, who is with Environment Canada and heads the PAMER effort, could be of Darticular

mnt of


