
spread in Eastern Europe - an exhaustive explanation for the gap between them and the countries in
South-eastern Europe with respect to transition. In fact, Tito's Yugoslavia, as well as the Romania of
the 1968 opposition to the "Brejnev doctrine" had known strong western support. The overtbrow of
Ceauýescu in December 1989 and the proclamation of radical rejection of communism in the first
declaration made by the newly established authorities of Bucharest attracted once again western
support for Romania. Examples of "missed opportunities" and "wasted chances" in former socialist
countries of South-eastern Europe are, undoubtedly, more numerous. On the other hand, it is possible
that the same general measures - liberalisation of the right to initiative, free elections, administrative
decentralisation, etc. - should have different resuits in different contexts, defmned by history and
influenced by geographic position.

Nevertheless, when it cornes to different measures, with different results, adopted in
différent countries in neighbouring regions, we have to deal, in a very strict sense, rather with
something else than history and geography: we have to deal with governance. However, a simple
historical analysis points to the following fact: while the Prague of 1968 attempted at a shift from the
Soviet socialism to the democratic socialism inspired by the West, Sofia was obstinately defending
Brejnevism and its Stalinist roots, and Bucharest was laying the founidation of Ceauýescu's national-
comniunist adventure; while in 1980 in Poland the "Solidarity" movement targeted the conimunist
regime, Eastern European countries were officially displaying an opposite mobilisation;, while Kadar's
Hungary was accommodating small business capitalism, Bulgarian and Romanian economists were
discussing about the "strengthening of the socialist property'; while many Central and Eastern
European countries had overtlirown the communist dictatorship and were heading towards pluralisn1,
Yugoslavia was stumbling in the anacbronistic Milosevici regime; while, in the early '90s Central
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