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.  Treaty of 1967

The Treaty of 1967 on “The Principles Governing the Activitics of
S:2:23 ix the Exploration and Use of Oater Space, Including the Moon and-
C===r Celestial Bodies", sizned on 27 January, 1967, cannot Le considered
2s z final answer to the problem of the exploration and use of outer space,
evsa less when the international community is questioning 2ll the tenms of
i=z=rrztional law which were elaborated when the developing comtries
cox!d not count on adequate scientific advice and were thus not able to ob-
sarve and evaluate the omissions, coatradictions and consequences of the
proposzls which were prepared with great ab:J.lty by the industxialized
po~exs fox their own benefit. . .

There is zo valid or satisfactory definition of outer space which may
b= advanced to suppoxt the argument that the geostaticnary orbit is in-.
cludzd in the outer space. The legal afiairs sub-commission which is
C=paclent on the United Nations Commission on the Use of Outer Spzce for
Pzaceful Purposes, has been working for a2 loag time on a definition of
o:ter space, Lowever, to date, there has bzea ro agrezsment in this re-
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Therefore, it is imperstive to elaborate & juridical definition of out-
er spoce, without which the implementation of the Treaty of (1967 js only
2 way to give recogaition to the presence of the states that are 2)rez 3y
sizg the geostationary orbit. Undar the name ofz2 so-called mon-na-

o-v"l appropriation, what was actually de\ elope=d was technological pzr-
tiica of the orbit, which is simply a national appropriaticn, and this must
be denounced by the equatorial countries. Tae experiences ebserved up to
the > press ant 2nd the development foreseeable for the coming years bring to

liztt the obvious omissions of the Treaty of 1367 which foxce the equator-

ial tates to clzim the exclusion of the geos;anonary oxbit.

‘The lzck of definition of outer space in the Treaty of 1967, which has

al:eady baen referred to, implies that Article I should not apply to geo-

uonzry orbit and therefore does not 2ffect the nght of the equatori: 31
tztes ma.. have already ratified the Treaty.

5. Diplomatic and Political Action ' ‘ .

While Article 2 of the aforementionad Treaty does not esiablish an
express exception regarding the synchronous geostationary orbit, as an
intezxal clement of the territory of equatorial states, the cowntries that

have not ratified the Treaty should refrain from undertaking any procedurs

that allows the enforcement of provisions whose juridical einission has
alrezdy been denounced.




