
Introduction

The ascendancy of narcotrafficking deserves serious attention due bo the huge threat

it wages against human security and legitimate political structures. While ils presence is

perhaps more obvious in countries such .as Mexico and especially Colombia, the industry

thrives in a more hidden manuer in Canada. lIn some major coramunities in British

Columbia, for exarnple, narcotrafficcifg represents the leading sector of the economny, yet

nxany reminx umaware of the depth of ils presence. This endeavor will trace the implications

of narcotraffickcing on a j ourney that stretches from the politics of addiction on Vancouver's

notorious East Hastings Street, to Canada's drug-porous borders, and then on to Mexico's

narcotraffickiiig predicametit within the context of Nafta. A final section is devoted to

what is shapmng up to be the most important strategic problemn in the heinisphere at the dawn
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