
which defies Québec's u~nique identity. At the saine turne that the federal governinent, for

political reasons, lias shied away froin supplanting provincial environniental regulations affecting

private persons, Ottawa's ability to employ other constitutional provisions to support an

envirpnmental regime has been stymxied by the judiciary's narrow interpretation of its

contittioalpowers over trade and comnmerce., This narrow reading of the fêderal trade power is

highy sgniicat when one rçaiizes that most of the enwironmental laws passed by the U. S.

Cogeshave been under its constitutional power to, reuae comxmerce arnong the stts.

An alentve to the comrepower is the fêderai jurisdiction over the criminal Iaw,

which, by cotrast, is prmaiy astate reposiilt in the United States. Foderal efforts to

legilat onenvronentl mttes uingthepexnal law, however, have ilot fared well in the courts.

The Judial Comtee of the rivy Concl JPC) in TeMrain eèec (195 1) and the


