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At $1 ,351 million, seasonally-adjusted.
imports from overseas countries were also
sharply higher in April, up 28.5 percent
above the unusually low March level of
$1,05 1 million. In extension of successive
quarterly increases, imports from over-
seas counitries rose 13.5 per cent to
$3,670 million in the February-April
period. Imports from the EEC and Japan
together represented 56 per cent and 84
per cent, respectively, of the increases for
April and for the latest three months.

Imports, without seasonal adjustment,
advanced close to 13 per cent from
$13,529 million ini the first four months

News briefs

Consumer and Corporate Affairs Min-
ister Warren AlImand told a meeting of
the Quebec Federation of Home and
School Associations recently that he was
optimistic about the future of Quebec
within Confederation, for the following
reasons: Quebec Opposition leader
Claude Ryan'has stated hie agrees with an
entrenched charter of rights, including
language rights, in the Constitution,
following a discussion ,with Prime Min-
isier Trudeau; the "overwhelmingly af-
firmative response" to Positive Action
Committee advertisements calling on
Quebecers, to decI re, thçîr intention tQ
stay in the province; the recent Superio 'r
Court judgment declaring Bill 101 uncèon'-
stittitional with respect to the languages
of the court and legisiature, and a similar
legal ca3npaign, to, change the English-
only legislationin Manitoba; and the bil
recently tabled in Ottawa to guarantee ini

Canada Weekly is published b>' the Informa-
tion Services Division, Department of External
Affairs, Ottawa, KI A 0G2.

Material may be freel>' reprinted. A credit
would be appreciated. Photo sources, if not
shown, will be provided on request to (Mrs.)
MWI Sheldon, Editor.

Cette publication existe également en fras-
cais sous le titre Hebdo Canada.

Alguno, nùrmeros de esta. publicaciLin
aparecen también en espa;iol bajo et ditulo
Notlciauio de Canadà.

Ahnllche Ausgaben dieses Information s-
blatts erseheinen auch i deutscher Sprache
unter dem Titel Profil Kanada.

of 1977 to $15,272 million in 1978. Im-
ports of motor vehicles and parts in-
creased over $370 million, those of fabri-
cated materials by $455 million, and im-
ports of aircraft and other equipment and
tools were up some $305 million. Indus-
trial machinery imports rose roughly
$160 million, but imports of agricultural
implements and coal were down slightly.

About 70.2 per cent of Canadian im-
ports arrived from the U.S. in January-
April 1978, as compared witli 70.5 per
cent and 68.4 per cent in the samne
periods of the preceding two years. Tlie
proportion of imports from the EEC,
Japan and other American countries also
expanded between 1976 and 1978, but
the shares for the remaining countries
contracted.

criminal proceedings tlie riglit for the ac-
cused to request a trial in eitlier Englisli
or French.

The Royal Canadian Mint lias received
new contracts to manufacture circulating
and numismatic coins (a total of 500 mil-
lion), representing tlie largest group of
foreign orders ever received by the Mint
in a five-montli period. Some of the new
orders were received from Barbados,
Cayman Islands, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Israel, New Zealand, Nicaragua and Spain.
The. contracts will have a total value of
$6 million.

A 1929 Packard, whicli sold for
$22,750, drew the top price at wliat
organizers described as Canada,'s largest-
ever public auction of antique cars in
Oshiawa, Ontario. T.O. Auto Auction Ltd.
liope to mnake tlie auction an annual event.

Legislation introduced for first reading
by the Ontario govemment proposes fines
of up to $ 1,000 for professionals wlio ne-
glect to report known or suspected cases
of child abuse. The existing law requires
every pers.on knowing of the desertion or
ill-treatment of a child to inform a Cliild-
ren's Aid Society or Crown attorney, but
there, is no penalty for failure to report.
The bill also assigns the riglit to be heard
to, cldren (ten years old and over, ex-
cept in certain cases) wliose futures are
decided in the courts.

Finance Minister Jean Chrétien lias
called a federal-provincial meeting of fi-
nance ministers for July 6 and 7 in Win-
nipeg. The meeting will focus on the ways
Ottawa and the provinces can co-operate
in economic stabilization matters.

I
Canada had a seasonally-adjusted trd

surplus of $179 million in April, dowIi
from $771 million in Match and the six'l
lest surplus since November 1977.

Farm cash receipts totalled $3 .66 bil
lion from January to April, up 9.9 pef
cent from $3 .33 billion a year earliet,
Statistics Canada reports. The total is for
ail provinces except Newfoundland and
includes cash receipts from the sale of
farm products, Canadian Wheat Board
participation payments on previous vears
grain crops, cash advances on farin-stOre
grains in Western Canada and deficienOiY
payments made by the Agricultural Stabit
lization Board.

It now costs two cents to produce
1-cent piece (a penny) and six cents t9O
produce a 5-cent coin (a nickel) says
Yvon Gariepy, Master of the Royal Call'
adian Mint, yet the coins are sold tO
chartered banks at their face value. "Th
cost difference adds up to $7 million t
year," lie said. Despite the loss, liowevei,
the Mint made a profit of $4 million 09
sales of $62 million, last year, said i
Gariepy.

A chair of Ukrainian studies will b
established at the University of Toront i

announced Multiculturalism Ministe j
Norman Cafik recently, with the help Of ' i
$300,000 from the Federal Governme0cll
and a similar amount raised privately b
the Ukrainian Canadianý Professional n
Business Federation. Haif a million Uk
nians in Canada are living mainly i
Ontario (28 per cent); Manitoba (20 pe
cent); and Saskatchewan (15 per cent).

The first world conference under the
new program of Cliemical Researcli A1ý
plied to World Needs established by the
International Union of Pure and Applied
Chemistry will be lield in Toronto, J'4y
10-13. This 'Important conference, cO
sponsored by the Chemical, Institute o
Canada and the Amnerican Chemnical O
ciety, deals with the future sources o
organic raw materials for the cliemical, f
dustry. More than 50 invited papersae
expected to be presented, representing re'
search activities in 16 nations. Details are
available from the Chemnical InstituteOf
Canada, 151 Siater Street, Ottawa,01
tario, KlP 5H3, Canada.

A Gallup poi reports that more Cag
adians are wearing their car seat beits.
year ago, 43 per cent of those questionie
said tliey liad used their beits the lI
time they were in a car. When the an
question was asked in April, 59 per cn
replied that tliey liad.
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