
ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON.

There is a well-k.nown sonnet of W. B. Henley's which surnj
in brief space the outward man, and some of the mmnd of his fn
]Robert Louis Stevenson. 1 amn glad to quote it by way of frontispiei
my paper. Beig an epitome, it naturaily leaves mach unsaid.
photograph, however good, must be a repre8entation of the original
at a certain fixed point in time, and we shall see how Stevenson
grew the character here depicted.

"Thin-legged, thin-chested, sight unspeakably,
&eat-footed aud weak-ftngered; in his face -
Lean, large-boned, curved of beak and touched wltb race,
J3old-llppei, rich-tinted, mutable as the sea,
The brown eyes radiant wlth vivacty -
There sbines a briliknt and romantie grace,
A spirit itense and rare, with trace ou trace
Of passion, impudence, and energy.
Valitut i velvet, llght i ragged luck,
Most vain, most generous, sternly critical.
l3uffoon aud poet, lover and sensuallat;
A demi of Ariel, juat a strealr of Pack,
Muêh Anthony, of Hamilet most of ail,
And someting of the Shorter-Catechist»>

Hunan nature ia, as ve ail know, a bundie of contradictions,
here in a character in which varlableness seems the constant factor,
cOntratdictorinuss rima iot. This mani was so complex, so mauy-si
tbat, whlle as yet he bad not found the clue to life, he confused hin:
and cozifounded hies nebours. The steady growth into promine
of that par~t of Stevenson'.s nature whlch Mr. Henley charges to


