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——E)ne of the most difficult tasks of the teacher is to

check the spirit of vandalism that seems to

the youth, and especially the male portion of yonth
in this country. That there is something wrong in
the training of children on this point before they | tion
enter the schools there can be no doubt, and that
there is but little training or restraint by the teacher
is seen from inspection of almost any school house
and grounds. If the seats and desksare not whittled
and marked you will find traces of the jack knife and
pencil on the rear end of the house, and on the out
buildings. The trees with broken and shaggy tops
and the dilapidated fences show the futility of the
patrons to beautxty the grounds.

In many places in Europe the school grounds and
other public places are adorned with both shade
and fruit trees, and no one thinks of molesting even
the fruit. Let teachers resolve to stop this destruc-
tion of school property, and use every incentive to
make the pupils take pride in keeping the school
house and grounds in good order. Urge upon the
board to put out trees, and the pupils to take care of
them—appoint days to plant, cultivate and to cut
weeds. Some of these days will come in vacation
time and should be made akind of picnic day. Both

girls and boys and as many of the patrons as pomble
should be there.

or women as teachers, will always bediscussed. ' Why,
In Brooklyn there are twent-five women employed as
teachers to one man!

Is it because men cannot teach as well as women?
Not at all; the board of education has fixed a rale
that only one man shall be employed in a. school.
The question whether a man is a better teacher than
a women is not needful to discuss; itis too-much like
the question ‘“Was Washington or Napoleon the
greater general?” . It has been discussed over and

over at the conntry debating schools and no permans.

ent conclusion reached.

There are men who would be superior as teachers,
there are women who would be; the practical ques-
tion is are such invited into the school room? ‘Are
such sought after? Does it'look as though Brooklyn
- (or any other city) was after the best teaching talent
when it says it will not employ but one man in a
school? To crowd out men for the sake of giving
Women employment is 8 wrong to the children. The

educational questlon should not be reduced to a qnes-
ion of gex.

State Supenntendent Luce of ane says that the
increase in attendance upon the schools during the.
Past year is due to the introduction of free text hooks:.
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