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dinner as umique in the history of To-
ronto. It may be well to reproduce the
editorial comment of the Toronto
World, the writer of which was pres-
ent:

The Empire and Its Ideals.

““Mr. Justice Riddell characterized
the international dinner held on Tues-
day evening as a unique and remark-
able thing in the history of the world.
Only two nations could have produced
the material for such a gathering, the
British and the American. He con-
fessed that he was unable at a mo-
ment’s notice to sum up all the signi-
ficance of such an inspiring and un-
usual gathering. Speeches were given
expressive of various Canadian and
British views, and by a Norwegian, an
T{alian, an Austrian. Mr. Gould’s ad-
dress we have already commented
upon as an expression of the good
feeling of the United States towards
the Allies.

“Even more significant was the

- speech, brief and effective, of Dr. Sun-
dar’ Singh, the representative of the
Sikh nation, of whom so many are
how fighting in France. Dr, Singh did
not express his consciousness of any
distrust existing in Canada towards
him or the race which he represents,
but he showed that he was prepared
tc meet any formulated expression of
such distrust wherever it may exist.
It had existed in India in official eir-
cles, and his countrymen demanded as
a right the opportunity to take their

place beside their fellow-Britons- and
help to fight the Empire’s battles.

‘“Yet there was more than this, for it
was the innate spirit of democracy
stirring in India, as in Belgium and
Poland and elsewhere, that brought
these Indian troops into the field
where democracy wrestled with des-
potism. India, said Dr. Singh, asked
no more than that when the world
bad been delivered from the menace
of German militarism she should be .
granted the rights purchased by the
blood of the first-born, in accordance
with the principles of democracy for
which they had fought.

““Tt is clear that the end of the war
will not see the end of all human
problems, and these problems which
arise with the progress of humanity
can only be solved, as they have been
in the past, by fidelity to the prineciples
of human liberty and enlightenment.
It is because Great Britain has been
peculiarly loyal to those principles
that she has had the honor of leading
the van of human progress, and Bri-
tons will linclude the United States
as bone of their bone and flesh of
their flesh in making that claim.

““It was in ‘the proclamation of the
essential unity of demoecratic ideals
in the British Empire and the republie,
as Chairman Hawkes put it, and the
acknowledgement of that unity by con-
senting nations in sympathy with the
allies, that such ocecasions as the in-
ternational dinner find their chief
significance.”’

UNION WITH THE NATURALIZED

The Chairman said: One sometimes
an.ders whether the Lord puts a dumb
spirit into the prophets. No more de-
ceptive fallacy was ever uttered than
that which found favor with certain
excellent men when the war broke out
—that it was not a time for words ; but
for deeds only. There is no time for
great deeds which is not also a time for
great words. If a man think not, how
shall he act? If he communicate not
his thoughts to others how shall he in-
- spire them to act?

This gathering is a testimony to the
value of expressing ideas. It arose
from a written article, which sprang
from a sense of the deep need for ex-
pression of the convictions which were
making men and women sore with re-
gret that too little was being said about
the mighty verities that the war is ex-
posing afresh to human examination.
We began to heed our duty to one
another; particularly to those who do
not dwell in our racial fold. So there



