“Why, I—I kinda want your opinion

about something Honora. I—well, being
as you and I were once such good frier}ds
I didn’t s’pose you'd mind me coming
up like this so late—""

“It’s only nine.”

MATTHEVV was evidently relieved to
find her in such a gracious mood.
* He cleared his throat.

“Honora, I don’t rightly know how to
begin what I've got to say, so I won't
beat round the bush. I'll go straight to
the point by asking you if you are thinking
of—of making a change in your life.”

“Matthew, I can't see how it concerns
you, but if you wish to buy this place,
1t is for sale.”

“So I was right! I've suspected as
much. I haven’t said anything to any-
body, but I've just been noticing—things.
Ii—)—is the boy going to be too much after
all?”

“I thought you wanted my advice
about something,” said Miss Honora,
with a return of her old harshness.

“Well, in a way I do. I want to ask
you if we hadn’t better have my cousin
John take him. He could be compelled
to, you know.”

“Never! He'd set him to work; hard
farm drudgery.”

“But—" :

“I'm amazed you should suggest 1t,
Matthew. From the little I saw of your
cousin John, I sized him up directly for a
Simon Legree, and surely you know him
better than anyone else round here.

“Well, I don't know him so very well.

f course, it's true he has a reputation for
hard driving of his help—"' 5

“I won't consider it for an instant.”

“Well, would you consider letting him
come to me? I really like the little chap,
and you can have him whenever you want
him, and can plan his education yqurself,
and T'd fall in with what you decide. I
want to do it, Honora.”

She was silent. Then after a moment
she said: i Y

“Mrs. Porter may not like children.

“Mrs. Porter? The Widow Porter,
you mean? What does she have to do
with it?” g

She stared at him in astomshme'nf.

“Aren’t you going to marry her? she
demanded, sharply. ARt

“Me? Marry her? Huh! Not if I'm
awake!” : A0

“People have been saying it is all
arranged.”

“People have been saying you are to
marry this Mr. Wildrew or Mildew who's
been to call on you twice. It is all ar-
ranged in the village.”

Miss Honora could never have been
accused at any time of a very strong Scr.lls(?
of humor, but at this _announcement she
smiled with evident enjoyment.

“I suppose that’s really what you were
hinting at when you asked me if 1 was
making a change in my life. In the first
place his name is Muldrew. And he's
bald and absent-minded and devoted to
bee-culture to the exclusion of everything
i}lse. He is merely my tenant-to-be,

atthew.”

“What I can't see,” observed Matt,
whose face had cleared very perceotxl')’ly,
“is why you have to rent or sell at all.

Miss Honora turned slowly and faced

att, 2

““Matthew, I want to apologize to yot;
for all my—my overbearing treatment 0
you. I want to tell you that I am sorry,
ashamed, mortified. This hurts my pride,
but I will say it. No, don't mterrupt(i
Matthew, I accept your kind offer an
am very grateful to you for being such a
good friend—a friend in need. Take Mar-
cel and my blessing on you. I do not
possess three hundred dollars in al the
world.” :

Matt Stubbs gaped, his mouth fallen
open and his eyes rounded in incredulity.
Briefly she related the facts. ¥ L

“And so you see how I am situated,

- she ended, brokenly.

Slowly his big right hand reached to her
right one.

“ My dear woman! And you would have
said nothing! You would have lived in
three small rooms, done sewing or taught
music or sold garden-stuff rather than
give up those infants!” :

Miss Honora was not proof against such
sympathy. Down went her head, and by
some strange prevision, Matt’s big shoul-
der happened to receive it.

“For ten years—yes, all this time and
longer than that,” he said, a new note in
1S voice. 5
“Ten wasted years, Matthew.
‘“But we'll make up for them!”’
Suddenly down the path appeared 2a
small white-robed vision!
(Continued on page 30)
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HE choicest, juiciest, most luscious

fruits flavor the finest pure chicle
to make Adams California Fruit Chewing
Gum a real treat.

If you value quality, even in so modest-
priced a confection, make sure you get

ADAMS.

Prominently displayed in stores everywhere

Also ADAMS (the original) TUTTI FRUTTI GUM

ADAMS

Pure Chewing Gum
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What Does Summer Mean to You ?

for vacations and add extra money to their bank accounts. We can help you! Spare time is all that is necessary.
—-we supply everything free. Write us to-day. Subscription Department—The Continental Publishing Elyo

Does it mean pleasure or profit this year?
It can mean both! We have helped hun-
dreds of ambitious men and women to pay
You need neither experience nor capital
mpany, Limited, Toronto, Canada.

Silver Gloss Starch &
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for Table Cloths, Napkins

and other Linens

For more than 60 years, “SilVer Gloss” has
been the favorite home laundry starch,
Manufactured by

THE CANADA STARCH CO.
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