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question. Maybe I arn wrong ini think-
ing s0 much of rny chidren, but they
are ail 1 have. My neighbor on the left
lias lost thrce of his chidren. They

gave their lives for the country. I
want my children to bc wvorthy of the
country for whieh these boys died. Arn
I wrong?

AGRIC ULTURAL EMPLOYMENT AND SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
A vcry live problcm lias been dis-

eusscd by Miss Ruth Mclntire, of the
National Child Labor Committee, in the
Elcrnentary Sehool Journal. Any who
read the article will approve the wis-
dom of the lcgislation in this province
rnaking attendance at sehool compul-
sory. Miss Mclntirc 's words are a comn-
fort and a warning. The Journal can
print only a part of the paper.

The average rùral-school termi for
eh idren in thc Unitcd States as, a whole
ils 140 days, whilc the city term is 180
days. The short terni is in itself a han-
dicap for country chiîdren, but the
Irregular attendance prevailing almost
evcrywlicrc is eveii more serions in its
effcct uipon the pupils. These are the
figures for the -averagc attcndance
throughout the country: of evcry 100
chidren enrollcd in city schools the
daily attcndancc is 80; of every 100 en-
eolled in rural sehools only 68 arc in
Qttendance daily. Thus for cvery 100
days of schooling pcr ycar received by
the city ehild, the avcrage rural child
receives only 65. An investigation con-
ducted by the National Child Labor
Committce in Oklahoma in 1917 showed
that in rural districts the compulsory-
4ttendance law is comrnonly ignored.
To begin with, the law applies to only
66 per cent. of the local school terni, but
111 addition to this it was found that in
the preceding school year the attcnd-
alIce was only 59.8 per cent. The in-
sufriciency of the law was surpassed by
the nleagceruess of the attendauce. The
ehildrcn go to school but little more
thani haîf the short period during which
thle sehools are in session. The tax-
Palyers' money is wasted on the equip-
11Ient of school buildings and teachers'
ýalaries, but the most deplorable waste

111u the moral and educational loss toth" chldren. The causes for absence
are XTany. In the totals, farm work
tornes first, the number of days missed

on this accounit by both boys and girls
ont of 6,389 records cxarned bcing
73,121; second cornes illncss, whicli
caused 44,148 days of absence; the
third cause is indifference, synonyrnous
with parental indifference, whieh was
responsible for 26,382 days; fourth
cornes houscwork, with 17,862; and'fifth
the combination of bad weather and
distance frorn the sehool, which kept
children away for 16,997 days. The
absences for nnknown causes total only
2,791 days. Farrn work and housework
together wcre responsible for nearly
half the absences. Furtherrnore, re-
tardation in sehool work was found, as
mighit bcecxpectcd, coincident with non-
attcndane. A study based on, 5,656
known cases shows that 95.9 per cent.
of the niumber of daily attendants
passcd to higlier grades. Only 56.6 per
cent. of the migrants and 63.5 pcr cent.
of the farrn workers were promotcd.
The cifeet of migration and of child-
ren 's work in the house and in the fields
,could not be better illustratcd.

The use of child labor in the sugar-
beet fields of Colorado is seen to pro-
duce the samne results. The work is
donc chiefly by foreign immi grants, the
so-ealled "Russians" predorninating.
.The workers generally lîve in settie-
ments entirely apart fr011 the Ameri-
eau life of the town, in poorly con-
structed ternporary shanties. The ouly
possible contact with Arnerican life is
through the association of their chul-
dren with Arnerican boys and' girls in
the public sehools. But their insistence
that the children shail help with the
work in the fields makes sehool attend-
ance extrerne]y scanty-at best irregu-
lar.

lu the rural districts of Kentucky the
only restrictions that apply to chuldren
working on farrns are those governing
sehool attendance. But these, as well
as thc child-labor law whieh forbids


