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U nfelding.
Bînsaizos8 in crowded nest confined,

With Hoant.y plumage. tunelesu V010e,
And Simple need-suggest flot flight,

Or soDgs that makce the îvorld rejeice.

The rosebuqh when the spring ilr8t, t.hrille,
Its veine with life, looks dend and cold;

Se slow its latent powers awake,
Its richest blooining te uufold.

The chrysalle-by soine daîiip wall
Obscure, where huuinblebt iniecta creep,

Who knowe the beauty it shall wear,
NVheu wakened front itssbrouded eleep?

The bird. the roge, the butteyfly,
Swect Patiencese obJect lessone brigbt;

Fist~ biijnd, firet leaflee, ânrt a worm,
hlope leads te Song, perfumne and ftiight.

The hird shall trill its gladnesa forth,
Wii h frag-rance glow the perfect rosei

The butte;fl3' mid flow%'rs be gay,
And patience richest geins disclcse.

General Elections.

THE country is once again in the the throes cf a
gencral election. N~ominations wiii t ake place on
Fcbruary 26tb, polling oi Thursday, Mardi 5th.
'l'lie reasexîs fer the appeai te the couintry arc given
as felews: Lt is undcs-stood thiat thîe Dominion
Coveruiment have, thîrougli lier Majesty's Gov-ern-
ment, made certain proposals te the United States
for negotiations lookiîîg te ait extension cf our
commerce wvitl tlîat country. These proposais
have been submitted te tihe President for lus con-
sideration, and the Canadian Goverument is cf the
opinion that if tie negotiations are te resuit i a
treaty which must bie ratificd by the Parliament cf
Canada, it is expedlient that the (11ovei-nent should
be able te deai ivith a Palilament frcsh 'frem the
people, rather than wvith a mioribmînd lieuse.

OvérÎciAL returns puhtished by the French Gov-
eî-nment show how prevalent foot and inouth dis-
case is in parte cf the continent cf Europe. In
Hiungary 566 infected places wvere reported, in
Sweden and Norway 1,773, in Austria 5,040, andin
Wurtemburg 3,621. Inl Aîîstria 87-2 communes
werc affected, and in Wurteuiburg 337. As amen-
sure cf precautin againet the importation into. or
passage throiugh France cf diseascd sheep, the gev-
ernment now requires animale carx-ied throîîgh
Switzerland te uncleîge in tlîat country a quaran-
tine cf twenty days.

Via again direct thîe attention of Sehoot Teachers
te the cash pnize offers cf $15, $10, and $5 respect
ively te the three whîo send in the three beet atories
before Marcb lot next. The etory shouid net

occupy tees than six colunins cf the ILTTýSTRATED,
andi should be in two parts. Vie have been in-
stigated te make these offers purely front a desire
te encourage teachers iii their titerary tastes and
astpirations. Thfey need. net be afraid te send iii
tlîeir stories as thcy wvitt bc j udged entirety ontiteir
nicrits without fear, favor or affection. During tho
long winter eveiiings there should bie ample oppor-
tunity te study and wvrite up a story, and if net
successful now it will, at least, serve a very usefsîi
purpose in -helpiîîg te foster a taste for literary
pursuits.

It is a welt-kiiown fact that immigration te the
Dominion lias been censi.derabiy retarded h)3 the
exaggeratcd stories totd about tlîe sevenityr of Carn-
adian winters. When Nve rend last month in tlîe
daily press cf the terrible snowsterms in Great,
Britian and Europe, the severe frosts by ivhiclî
many people were frezen te death, the stoppage cf
navigation, and the susp-îîsion of raiiway traffie
it made us think that Canada was a -paradise in
wintcr compared te these couttnies. TIhcre is no
deuibt that the climatie conditions in this country
have been chnîging in a nîarked degree during the
past decade, the suîumers net being se iîîteiîsely
hot, and the winiters becoïning milder. It îvould
seemt as if thîe old tinte Canadian ivinter iveather
was beiîîg trnsferred. te Eurepean counitries and
the effect iiibe te-iîiduce settlers te flock into titis
country by the tlîousands.

DuRNc at year, despite the cessation cf gev.
ernînent assistance, the ai-rivais of immigrants at the
port of Montreal were 8,589, ait increase of 658 over
13S9. One gratifying feuture wds the fact that the
immigrants were of a supenior ciass,-tîe pamper and
tlîe old and infirmn element being neyer se absent,-
and brought with thein a satisfaetory amount cf
liard. capital. l'le total ameout cf moîîey regist.
ered at the Immigration office duning the year was
$498,400, an inicrease cf $72,700 ever 1889. 0f the
total number cf immigrants 4,374 were maies, 1829
femnales and 488 clîildren, The nationalities were.-
English 5,071;- Irish 351 ; Scotch 356 ; Genmans,
59.3; Scaudinavians, 348; French and Beigians, 113;
ntlier countries 1741. The destinations were
Quebcc province 9,727 ; Ontario, 2,296 ; Manitoba,
1.080 ; Nerth-west, 422: Britishî Columbia, 379;
United States. 1,033. 0f the number 511 -%ere far-
mnýrs arainst 430 in 1889; fai-n laborers 624, againet
437 in 1889. Lt will ho seen that farmers have in-
creased materialty, whiie farm laborers have nearly
doubled.

DuRiNO the past month over ninety annual meet-
ings cf Fariners' Institutes were held thîreugbout
the Province cf Ontario. Lt was determîned tliis
year te unake thîe meetings more than usuatly in-
teresting and attractive and te that end enchi ineet-
ing wvas addressed by a speciai deputation consisting
of a member cf Uic staff cf the Ontario Agriculturai
Colege, a ieading farmer or stock-raiser, aîîd a
ieading fruit.grower. Many papers cf impor-tance
te the farmers generaltv were aise read by mnembers
cf eaclî Institute ani discussed. It is impossible te
over-estiînate the great benefitsresuiting fromn these
Institute meetings and it wag a gratifying feature

-that meet cf tlien were very largety attended and
keen intereet was manifested by those present in
the proceedings. Lt is essential ncwadaýs that far-
mers sbouid keep theinselves ahreast cf the times
by a fuit knovledge cf tIse science cf farnîing, as
conditions are constantly ch-iagiug, and they carn
materiaiiy*help themeelves, i attaining that; 6bject
by attendiîîg the Tiigtitute meetings and hea ring tlîe
opinions cf practical and scientifie men who malte
a speciai study cf the subjects upon whioh they
speak. If any cf the gentl em en whe rend papers at
these meetings would send thein te us .ve wiil be
glad te give them space in the ILLUSTiUTED as the
cpportunity presents itscif.

'iHsn Board cf the Oatario Agriculture and Arts
Association arc taking time by the forelock. .At a
meeting hield in Guelph recently, thefoliowing
resolution, which speaks fer iteel!, -was cnrried

unanimously : Whereas,- the International Comum-
bia ],diblitioniii be lIetd in Chlicago in 1893, and
as the Peesident of the United States lias been
autlîorizcd to issue a proclamation and te invite
foreign nations te furnieo exhibitq ; ho it i-esolvcd,
tlîat the Couneil of the Agriculture and Arts Asso-
ciation call the attention of the Provincial Legis*
lature te the necessîty of securing thie active co-
operation of ail classes and industries in inaking
known the resources of the Province; and to express
tie wiliingness of thtis board to aid in disseminating
such information as will iiîduce breeders to exhibit
tieir berds or parts of thein as wouid bie worthy of
the Province of Ontario, vh icli as a breeding ground
for stock takes a pre-eminent, place on the American
continent; as wvetl as to cati for such an exhibition
of the dairy produets as would place this great in-
dlustry in the foreground when brought mnto coin-
petition with the exhibits of other ceuintries; and
would further suggest te the Government that tlîey
be authorized to ai-range for the seleetion cf pro-
duets of the foreste and mines on the saine system
as that adopted prier te tlîe Centenniai Exhibition
of 1876; that we may be enabled te convince the
people of the European nations of our great re-
sources, as well as of qur rapid advancement ini
prosper-itv-that by se doiîg ive rnay secure a large
share of thîe desirable emigrants who are anxious to
secure suitable homes on titis continent.

Frtai oWflcially announced that the census ivili >bc
taken througliout the Dominion on April 6th next.
Mr. George Jolinson, the Dominion. statistician,
witl have charge of the work. The army required
te take the census wiil be composed of 3000 enu-
merators, offlcercd by Bofli 200 county coinmiss-
îeuers anti commanded by 15 census chief officers.
Nine seliedules have been provided, with coluînns
for the answers te the questions the enumerators
wilt ask. Sciiedule No. 1 relates te population
statisties, number of lbouses etc.; No. 2 to the re-
turn of deaths wvithin the last twve1ve menths; No.
3 te real estate, orchard produets etc.; No. 4 te
cereals; No. 5 te live stock and animal preducts,
including poultry ; No. 6 te, industrial estalish-
mentse; No. 7 te products of the forest; No. 8 to
shipping aud mining; No. 9 te fishc-ries. Sente de-
sirable and important features will lie added te the
census this year. The education of the people will
be made known, the questions of «"Con yen read,'
and "Can you write." being asked. It willaise be
sought te irimize the danger of overstating the
number of the population by fixing a time liînit.
Persons about whose intentions te return nothing
definite con be lcarned from their own people, will
net hie counted if tlîey have been absent freint Can-
ada for a twelvenionth. Titis, it is hoped, wiil re-
mnove any objection or suspicion on this score.

Tru cattie industry is of such vast importance to
the îvell-being of the farming community that any-
tlîing tending te injuriousiy affect it should be
jealously watched and circumvented. Considerable
discussion has been caused in this country, and iii
England, by a bill, now before the Imperial Parlia-
ment, prohibiting the tanding of live cattle at Brit-
ish ports. At the suggestion of a committee of the
Imperial Parliamen t, te whom, the bill was referred,
the Dominion Government appointed. Mr. Smith,
Deputy Minister of Marine, te hoid an enquiry into
the modle of shipping cattle from Canadian te Eur-
opean ports, and report thîe resuits. The enquiry
coînmenced in Montreai on January àth, -and coui-
tinued for a number of days during which much
evidence ivas taken. Mr. Plimsoli, the promoter of
the bill, wua present. The butk 'of the evidence
went te show that meet of the cruelties to which
live cattle are subjected ini transit existed in NMr.
Plimsoll's imagination and there is every roason to
believe that ne interference wiil he umade with Cttn-
ada's live stock expert trade. The matter was di.
cussed. at the annual meetings last month of the
Eastern and Western Ontario- Dairvmen's Associa-
bion. and the Ontario Creamerietq' Association and1
resolutions were passed affirming the importance of
tlîe live cattie trade te Canada, asserting the fact
that there 1e rie cause fer apprehenslon on the part
of England that disease exista amnng Canadiau
cattle and therefore ne occasion te place réstrictioîs
on the trade. and expressing the hope. that Mî.
Plinisoît would remain long enough ini Canada te hc
convinced of these facto.


