
THIE WEEK.JÀWItAny 24th, I8C

JHETH1ER L,,rd Salisbury bas good and sufFiie.nt

reasons for taking Portugal so percmptoriiy by rhe
4throat can hardly be detrmined in the court of public

opinion without fuller knowlcdgc of ail the facts and

circumstanccs than is yet attainable. In the absence of

sucli information it is but proper, we suppose, that judg-

ment should be suspended, even by those who do not

believe that a tbing is necessarily right because it is donc

by, or on behaîf of, thoîr own country. In any case it is

greatly to be regretted that it should be dcemed necessary

for one of the Great Powers to refuse to a feeble nation,

quite incapable of scif-defence, the arbitration said to ho

80 earnostiy dcmanded. On the face of it the course taken

by Engiand does not look like even Britishi fair-play, to

say nothing of the magnanimity which ougbt to charac-

terize the British lion, in sucli a matter. Thon, too, the

contrast irresistibly suggested by the recollcction of the

long-suffering patience which Lord Salishury's Government

lias shewn in recent dealings witb another nation, whicb

happens to be great and strong, makes the tierce energy

bdisplayed towards Porte gai ail the more surprising. We do

not say that the patiena;e witb which the buffets admin-

istered in Behring's Sea bava been borne may not here-

after be shown to bave been a bighly commendabie act of

seif-restraint, in the interests of peace. We would not

even detract from the menits of sncb forbearance by Sus-

pecting that the indignity in this case was the more easily

borne, because suffered by proxy in the person of a distant

colonial connection. But why this difference in the troat-

ment of the two peoples î If the wonderf ni mcekness in

the one case is commendabie, how can the unyielding

sternness in the other be justifiablei If much allowvance

ig to be made for the overgrown and stalwart youth in tbc

family of nations, why could not an equal amonnt be

afforded to one of the older mem bers of the family, whose

nerves bave been spoiled by indulgence and dissipation î

It surely cannot he, as bas heen hirited, that Great Britain

is s0 universally unpopular that she dare not trust ber riglits

even as against Portugal's to the arbitrament of European

or American statesmen! The only alternative whîcb now

presents itseif, that conld justify the Salisbnry Govern-

ment in declining to submit the dispute to friendly arbitra-

tion, wonld be the refusai of Portugal to retract, pcnding

sucli arbitrament, an aggressive step taken by lier officiais

in glaring deflance of ail international law and courtesy.

Sucb, we presumne, will be Lord Salisbury's plea. Whether

and to wbat extent the plea is supported by tbe facts, as

they appear to an impartial observer, it is at present

impossible to Say.

.NEEDED WARNINGS.

A T arecent meeting of the St. George's Society some
remarks were made which ought to be widely circu-

ilated, not only among ourselves, but in the Mother Country.

We fear that in England there prevails not only a general

ignorance as to the condition and circumstanccs of Canada,

but a special ignorance as to the cost of living and the

difficulty of ohtaining tbe means of support. To the

ordinary Englishman it will probably be a little startling

te hear from Professor Goldwin Smiith that the cost of

living is greater in Toronto than in London, and f nom the

secretary of the society, Mr. Pell, that out of every thirty

or forty of the inhabitants of Toronto one is in receint 3f

relief. Wc are now drawing attention to these state-

ments, and te some other facte of a similar nature, which

ouglit te be ptesent to the minds of Canadians who may be

consnlted by friends inEngIand as to the desirablencsm of
emigration. We wish there were any fair chance of their

finding their way into the minds of Englishmen theui-

selves ; but that seems by no means an easy matter.
As regards cheapness of living, it is perhaps not won-

derful that there should be, among people in the Old

Country, an inoradicable conviction that it is less expen-

sive living in a colony than at home. So it was once.

Those who know only'the prices of the necessities of life

at the present moment wonld hardly find it possible to

beliove what the same things cost only fifty years ago ;

and Englishmen who bave read accounts ùf how men

lived at that time, have not learnt of the revolution wbich

lia taken place, and know littie and think less of the

cchange of circumstances hy which it bas been brouglit

about.
In those early days land cou]d be had, comparativeiy,

-t*1 for notbing, and ail that grew out of the earth was abun-
dant and cheap. Taxation was scarceiy existent, and

men's needa were fewer. Now, population lias increased

*with terrific rapidity. Toronto, which littie more than

fifty yearr. ago, had only ten thousaud inhahitants, is said

now to haçve two hnundred thousand ; and aithougli the

rest of the Pr: nue0c is not advancin2 at the sanie rate,

still tha popuîuÈion îi. keeping paco with the demaihd for
workers.

Here we are touching upon another of the illusions of

the Old Country, There is a common notion tbat on this

aide, and espocially in Canada, there is sncb a need for

labour that anynne wlho emigrates fromn England will be

gladly weicomed and employed tho moment hie sets foot on
the soul in Canada. No w, we i ust boware of exaggorations.

Somne of our people, in their de8ire to correct the foolish

expectations of English;ncn, go so fan as to say that the

labour market here is sufficiently stocked. We douht this.

Those who find a difficulty in getting orders cxecuted, and

these cf many different kinds, wili bie slow to bt4ievo that
we have ail the workers that we necd. But thje question
is not so mucli as to the qnantity - it is the quality aid

kmnd about which mistakes are made.
The ecror in England seems to bie that a man of any

business or of any trade can find occupation in this country;

nay, worse, that a man who is a very bad and ineffie-ient
workinan at home may ho good enough for a colony. Al

this is lauchablo to us, bcecause we do not remember bow

difficuit it us to impart knowiedge about a distant country,

and how impossible it is to fonin riglit jndgments without
knowledge.

We wish we could let Englishmen in goneral kniow

that a man who fails in Etigland is very iikeiy to f ail bore;

that a b-ad workman is not wanted in Canada any more
than in the British Isles'; that a min who drinks in Eig-
land will flot cease to bd a drunkard wben ho arrives in
the Daminion ; aiCtint thoso workirmen that are drua in

England are precisely rho same 'iere. For example, there

arrive in Toronto every year multitudes of Englishmen
wbo apply for clonkships. They shotid lho told that therp
is at least as mucli difflclty in getting sncb a situation

bore as there is in London, and thcy will know or gus
what that means.

English peoplo have been told a bundred tirne2 what

we want and wbat wq do not want ; and it must hoie e
peated a hundred times more, for their sakes as well as for
ours. \Ve do not want paupors, and, if they are sont, it

is probable that tboy will bo retnrned. We do not want
idiers, who did nothing and starved when they were at
home, and who thinik they can live withont working bore.
We do not want mon who mean to live hy thoir wits.
We have plenty of that kind already, who are prohahly

quite as sharp as any that the old country is likoly to send

us. Wo do not want mon who are in search of elegant

occupations, with light work, a good deal of leisnre and

pleasant socioty. Loast of ail do we want excessive drink-

ers, whose fiends imagine that thoy have donc ail they

couid for them, and thon send them bore, tbinking that
change of climato will make the Ethiopian change bis skin.

Wo are not witing, unmorcifally. If the idier wilI take
to work, we will welcome him and try to find work for

bim. If the drunkard wiIl leave off drinking, wo will do

our best to help him. But what we want to impress upon

people who think of coming here is the fact, which they

might find ont for tbemselves, that a man wbo fails in

England wiil probably fail here ; aithougli a man who
doca fairly woll in tho Old Country will probably do better

in this.
But we inust spocially remind them that the kind of

professions which are most crowdedl in England are, if

possible, more so bore. We want mostly sncb as can work

with their bauds. We want domostic servants. We

want farm labourera ; and we want mon with capital to

de telop our splendidi agicuitural resources. With regard

to the last want, we must uttor a warning. Capital by
itseîf is insullicient. Th-cre muet lbe knowledge. Many

military mon settlçed in this country in former days and

became farmers. Large numbers of them were utter fail-

ures. Thoy lacked knowledgo and their habits nnfitted

them for their work. But there is no donbt about the

other two classes. Good lomestic servants, if tbey can
only romain nncorrnpted by the local prejudices of many
of their class, wilI certainly do btter bore than in Eng-

land ; and se will farm servants. For professional mon,
literary mon, and those who want empioyment in effices,

or the like, to come ont to Canada on speculation, is littie
short of madness.

AN instrument called the telographene bas been
patented, which enables the sondev te record bis message
on a cylinder attached te the receiving instrument, in the
absence cf any one te hear it, and even te repeat the
message býtck te himseif for correction.

ENGLISII MNRT r UBC-I

ORIGIN 0FP TUE PARISIU LAW.

W H EN Canada passed under die power of the British
Crown the parishi system foraied part of the law found

establisbied in the country. It had been iintroduced in
1663 as part of the custoinary law of France. In England
the parisb had leen from the renotest tirne, not only a
religions, but, also, in moine aspects, a secular division. It was
flot so in France. It was for a lon.g time purely an ecclesi-
astical division ; and, until 1560, required no civil recog-
nition. After that time letters patent lîad to bt obtained
from the king and registered in the Parliaincutt of the
province. [n Canada the civil power did flot interveite until
1721. In that year the King ordered the Governor, Bishop
and Intendant to draw up a scbedule stating the boundaries
of ail parishes wbich had been canonically erected by the
Bishop. These he confirmed and homologated by an Arrêt
in 1722, and they are the parishes which existed et the
conquest.

During the Military (1overnnwnt, 1760-3, and the
temps de malaise, 1763 74, no parishes were erected,
because of the uncertainty as to what iaws wcre in force.
In 1774 the Imperia] Parliament conirmcd the use of the
French civil law as it rernains to tbis day ; but there F.till
existed uncertainty as to the precise status of the Romxan
bîshop, for the parish law f ormed no part of the seigniorial
law. The Council, however, in which the Englisli were in
a large rnajority, put an end to these doubts in 1791 by
passing an Ordinance to the effect that the law should.
continue as before the conqucst. That is, that the Bishop
should, as formerly, crect canonical parislies and that the
civil functions of the G'Xovernor and Intendant, conirnied
by the royal Arrêit, shou'd be performjed by iho British
Governor fir the time being. Prcialthat is stilt the
iaw. Thle newiy instituted Parliament of Lowver CJanada
in 1794 amnended and coniriincd this Ordînan're, mid the
special Council, which admiiii8t n ci the governiiel.'t during
the rebellion, again amended and conirraed i( iin 1838.
The whole stat, ne law concerning parishes waq o
by the Parliý.iiîent of oid Canada before Con federation, and
forms Chap. 13 of the Cons. Statutes of jýower Ca-a
This b)ody of pariali law is then no new thing. Every
fforte of government whichbhas existed in ('tuaida, except-
ing the prudent formu, is responsible for it. Sor is there
anywhcre any indication of a limit to its application short
of the boundaries of the present Province of Quebec.

The question bas recently, however, again been raised
as to whether this parish systein can legally be extended
into the Eastern Townships where the land was origînally
granted under the English tenure of free, and coînmon
socage. This is an important question because of recent
economic changes. As the Eng!isb farmers move away
tbey are replaced by French Catholics who cannot live
away from the ministrations of their Church. A Protes-
tant wbo has neyer lived among the French people in the
country cannot form an idea of wbat the Churcli is to the
ha.itant. The varied ceremonies, the recurrent festivals,
the round of the ecclesiastical seasons weave into the dul
monotony of bis laborious life threads of solace, of hope
and of joy. H1e is by nature gregarious. Solitude is in-
tolerable to him. Hie will remove into the most forbidding
wilderness. 1le wilattack the most unprornising sol;
but the priest must be in the van. With a people so con-
stituted civilization crystallizes round the church steeples.
It is bard for the English mind to understand this to its
full extent; but to a hcabitant an Englishman living
isolated, fan away frot a cburcli, im an utter mystery.
The Eastern Townships of Quebec were settled by Engli8h
immigrants fromn Britain and the United States. As,
during recent years, the rich lands of the North-West
were opened up the young people hecame restless. The
proceeds of the sale of a farma will buy ten times as mucli
land ini the North-West, believed to bc of hetter quality.
The attractions of city life draw the yout' ' o the town,
the profits of farming in the East are destroyed by
Western coinpetition, and so the heads of rising famnilies
must move West or be lef t to manage their far,î%7 alone.
In this way a constant movement is going on., an outflow
of Engiish and an inflow of French.

The case of the parish of St. Barbe, which will
be the subject of a future lettpr, is oniy the firat of
Liimilar cases wbicb may arise as the- process goes on. The
theory tbat the parish systema wa4 linked with the
Reigniorial tenure will not avail, for it is not true. Nor
would it be desirabie if truc. If the English farmers im-
prove their circumstanccs by sel.ng out it is surely better
that ready purchasers should be found. [t is botter than
leaving the farms tenantleas. The movement is not
peculiar to the Eastern Townshîips of Quebec. In Ver-
mont, New Hampshire, and other New England States,
the number of deserted farms lapsing into wilderness is so
great as to cause serions alarm ; and plans are projectcd
of gtting up societies to promote immigration. Bishop
Grandin is just as powerless to prevent the Englisb fromn
buying land in bis diocese in the North-West as the
Engliali of the Townships are to prevent the French from
buying land in territory tbey fancied to be tbeir own.
When Monseigneur Grandin secs the North-West slipping
away from the French race wbich discovcrcd it; and wben,
with a sore heart, lie appeals to the Province of Quebec
for heip, we perceive at once that lie is mourning the in-
evitable. In like manner should we of the minority in
tbis Province recognize that the movement of population
liere in also inevitable.


