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be called laziness. On one of our 6ishing excursions a man
approacbed us as we were whipping the stream unsuccesa-
fully, and remarked that lie thought the fish would take
bot ter a "lpiece " up the river. Vie ventured to ask how
fer the "lpiece " might be, to which bis reply was, "lAbout
fifteen miles! " It almost lengthened our holiday to en-
coun'ter anyone with such a comfortable sense of leisure.

Fishing is tlie chiel industry of Cape Breton, especially
in the north, halibut, cod, haddock, mackerel and herring
being ail found in those waters. Arnong other things we
learned that some fish favour an ofi-shore wind aud others
an on-shore wîud, and that, as one would expect, they
invariably follow the bait. \Vhen that is plentiful the
toilers on the ses are sure to reap a ricli reward. Last
season the catch was considerably Lelow the average, the
fish baving moved to btter feeding grounds. The favourite
hait is the squid, a gelatinous mass something like the cut-
tiefilh in miniature. These squid are caught, or "jigged "
-to use the techuical term-by means of a circle of bare
hooke, round which tliey twine their teutacles. It is worth
seeing a fulilierring-net brought to land. The appearance
of a shoal in the bay is indicated by a peculiar ruffling of
the surface of the water, quickly noticed by the keen eyes
of the lookout man froin bis perch of observation. The
herring are usually meshed in a net stretched in a semi-
circle near the shore, and drawn in at the riglit moment
wben the "lrun " comes. \Vhen division of the spoil bas
been made among the dozen or more who may bie partners
in the enterprise, the night after a good catch is usually
spent in merriment. The aid of an amateur fiddler is
called in, and the men, with their wives and sweetliearts,
ejoy a rustic dance on the floor of the largest cabin which
the settiement liappens to boast.

Iu fishing for cod the boats are ancliored in from fifteen
to fifty fathoms of water, or even more. A strong liue
with three books at the end of it, and a large piece of lead
as a sinker, is dropped from the boat to within a few feet
of the lied of the sea. Sometimes it is slow and dreary
work, but if the fish are there at ail one lias not to contend
with auy dainty fastidiousness oi tlieir part. Vihen the
squid are not obtainable they wiîî seize eagerly a slice of
herring or mackerel. There is littie play about tlie cod.
It is simply a question of pulling through the water from
tan to seventy or eighty pounds, Halibut, the largest fish
cauglit in tliose regions, of ten weigli as mucli as four hun-
dred pounds. Wlien firmly hooked, tliey are bauled to the
side of the boat, and despatclied with pikes before being
drawn into it. The haddock, thougli smaller tlian the cod,
is more lively in its movements, and is usually fislied for
in somewliat shallower water. The bake is a kind of de-
generate cod, lacking its delicate flavour, aud much less
valuable in the market. From two long, hair-like projec-
tions on either side of its gilis it is commonly called the
goat. At Jngonish we weresliown a cod which liad been
cut in two as it was being drawn througb the water by the
swift rush of a shark. Some rumours also raached us of
the proximity of the sea serpent, but in view of the preva-
lence of fog in those latitudes, we were inclined to discre-
dit tliam. Yet, after making due allowauce for thosa baîf.
unconscious exaggerstions called " fisli tonies," there ne-
mains plenty of interest. and not a littie adventure in tbe
lives of tlie hardy fishermen. Their work is the chef
source of wealth in the Eastern Provinces of the Dominion.
Many of tliem every year fail victime at tbeir post of
duty, and, overwhelmad in some sudden squall, are heard
of no more.

Tbe drive from [ngonisb to Baddeck presents to the
traveller most vanied and pictunesqua scenery. The finat
part of thae journey leads ovar Smoky Mountain, where the
road in places is perilously uarrow. Oua trembles to think
wbat miglit bappen if the borses took friglit aud burlad
tbe waggon down the cif into the river wbosa murmur
meachos us from far below. Via were glad to get out for
a whule and pick tlie daicious raepbenrias wbich, in
neglected luxuriance, covered theaides of the way. After
the mountain bad been safely passed, oun road ran for
some miles near tbe ses, and we could follow the course of
a little fishing schooner which bad laft lngonisli before us,
and with a fair wiud was making for Sydney. Many of
tbe farnis wbich we passad were without feuces. The live
stock, we understood, -as ralegated to harmiess quartera
in the near of tbe estata, and supposed to remain there,
laaving the cnops unmolested. The district of St. Aune's
abouuds in constant surprises of scanery. From a narrow
neck of land whicb juts out at tlie bead of the bay sud is
adorned with a lightbousa wa were ferried across Lo tha
opposite shore. Our Charon wus intent ou making hay,
and ouly the most persistent shoutiug brought him to our
aid. The old scow whichhle commranded saemad altogathar
too smaîl to accommodata our horses aud waggou, but iL
did so, nevartbaless, by the most rigid economy of space,
and landad us in safety at Englishtowu, a rather dlapi-
dated village wbicli in its stnuggle with time saemad to
have bad the wonst of it. Possibly its deteioration began
with the death of the Cape Breton gie'nt wbo about tbirty
yeaas ago brouglit glory to the place by having bis home
thana, and who stili gives iL a measure of renown through
the records of bis prowess and the bequast of a Suit Of
clothes which may be seen by the admirera of graatness.

George Eliot remnarks that ciamong aIl forma of mis-
taka, propliecy is the moat gratuitous." But she is spaak-
ing, of propbacy in regard to iudividuaîa. At ail evauts,
one can scarcely visit Cape Breton without bazarding some
forecast of the future, and that of a hopeful kind. The
population of the islaud is about 85,000, but iLs reBoUrcas
would enabla it easily to maintain at least five tumes that
number. More than baif its ares is well adapted for agri-

culture. It lias large and valuable fonesta stili untoucbed.
The centre of the islaud consiste of car'aoniferous rocks,
and only a smaîl beginning is as yet made among its ricli
coal deposits. The climate in mauy respects, is unsur-
passed in Canada. The winters are milder than in the
western parts of tlie Dominion, and thare is less fog than
on the Nova Scotia f rontier. The summer hast is tempered
by tbe sea withiu and arouud, so that the thermometer
seldom rises above 75' or 800 Fahrenheit, whereas in Onta-
rio and Quebec it is sometimes over 100'. Amoug tlie
nugged hilis of the uortb a Scotch crofter would find little
difficuity in imagining himself at home, and would lie in
no danger of starving. If the variety and lieauty of Bras
d'or sceuery were better kuown, it would become one of
the favourite summer resonts of the continent. Eveny
season a largen numben, botli of Canadian sud American
tourists, find their way to Cape Breton. Wile tbe suc-
cess of tlie fisbermen varies f rom year to year, thera is no
sign of exliaustion in this iudustry. The value of the
fisherias of Nova Scotia sud Cape Breton for 1887 was
ovar $9,000,000. The nailway in course of construction
wili give a great impetus to the island. The work is being
pushed forward vigorously, and tenders are now called for
by the Dominion Goverumeut for the arection of a sub-
stautial iron bridge st the Grand Nsrrows. Iu spite of
tliat minority of pessîmists who can lie found anywliere,
the people of Cape Breton, as a wliole, are industrious in
davalopiug ips resources, confident in regard to the future,
aud loyal in their devotion to the Britishi crown.

VIÂrrOR.

PROM WHAT PAIR WESTE RN LAND?

FRom what fair Western land, O crescent moon,
Whlere cannival is hlld this happy night,
Beas on our eatb thy bow of silven light
Tlie dusk air tlirougli, whicli movaiess as in swoou
Stirs uot the faint cloud-eurtain whence tby boon,
To broodiug thouglit brings store of fancies brigit ?
The starq3, wun-misted, uod iu drowsy pliglit,
E'en Mars giows meekly in this niglit's diu noon.

Thase sleeping dream, but thou, O beacon fai,
Lightest o'er liquid pathways of the deep,
To wbere Hesperian gardeus bloomi aud bear,
To wbere Romance on many au airy staep
Han castlas builds, where life knows nauglit of care
And Youtb and Love unending revel keep.

Ottaiva. J. 1:1. BROWN,

LONVDON LETTER.

IN one of the aariy numbers of The Spectator there is a
deliglitful papar iu whicli Steela gîves the kiudliest

puf to bis friend Mir. Stublis, rector of St. James, Garlick-
hitlie, a puf so s9trong that aven uow, two centuries after
iwas writteu, iL lias force enougli to send me to the sanie

churcli for the sake of the> parson who conducted the ser-
vice in sncb a commandabie fashion that Steale declares
bis ayas sud thoughts could not wauder as usuel, but were
confluad to bis prayars. Ha who naad the confession
6,with sucli resigned bumility, the absolution with sucb
comfortable authority, the thauksgiviug with sbch a religi-
Oua joy," wouid lie sure to touch the soft heart of Prues
unoritical busbaud, who oua can imagina joiued fervently
in the hymns, crying s hearty "lAmen" to the ravarand
gentleman. The building is practically unchauged sinc,
Steeha came in that Suuday morniug a little lata (I thiuk),
bis round face vary solemu. bis periwig ossed by the
wind. Wa have beaure-seated, perhaps, sud soie of our
windows bave uew lights, sud au sitar-piece lias been pre-
sented, psintad by Geddes, a cousin of William Colins;
but beyoud thase trifling a]lterations lie would flud uothing
diffrant. The cougragation might strike bim as scanty
when comparad to that it must hava been in the time of
the eloquant Mr. Stublis, but it is by no meaus as scanty
as whan Dickens wandered about hana frai bis Covent
Garden lodgiug on those days wben ha thoukht (so ha Bays)
ha daserved particulariy weli of hiniseif, sud liad earned
the riglit to ejoy a treat, thougli thare lias beau a ravivai
in churcb-going since the ima of IlThe Uncommencial
Travellar." Thliae ara stili many paws ampty this summen
morning, sud the music froî PaLlier Schmidt's organ souinda
abnili sud loud as wa stand in our broken rauks to sing tliose
palsîm to which the assayist describes himself as listeuiug
attantively. The pulpit to-day holds nobody 80 dnamatic
as tha Quean Aune pastor, (was ha of the Sama quality
as Saiwyn's friand, Dr. Warren, of whom Thackeray was
thinking wbeu ha skatched Sampsou's portrait in - The
Vinginiaus 1) 80 thara is no ona, 1 thiuk, coma out of that
vast sLetch of country to the west of Temple Bar except
mysaif. You sea tha attractions thesa places possess are
unknowu ta mauy, sud aveu when they are kuowu ara not
cousidared of much importance. Lt comaes tlapass then
that I it in solitary grandeur in the curtainad seat, sud
(unlike Steel) I let my attention wauder sud flud mysaîf
wondariug if the Mumîy Stijl stands in bis case behind
the panaI, aud if thase good folk who ara ssying their
prayers trauquiîy liane are aware wbat a curions objact is
kapt in thair midat, For you maet kuow this St. James
is the original of c"St. Leonard le Size " in Besant's IlThe
Bail of St. Pau's," sund the body of whichýbe speaks in the
stony is the saMe as the oua I namamben saeing yeara ago,
sud about which when the service is ovan sud the churcli
is empty I question the sextonass, who givas me aIl sorts
of information,

"I e liad thirty of tham once on a time," sha saya as
she brings out the key of the panai sud liglits the Laper.
IlThirty of 'em, men, women, sud little babies. But we
wss coma dowu upon, aud they made us bury 'am all in
the vaults but just one. Vie miglit kaep oua so we chose
liii. Ha's got bis toe-nails perfect: so's bis flugar-nails:
snd bis teetli. Its many years sinca the vauits wara
sealed: since then we've kep' liii up liera."

By this time we are standing iu front of oua of the
wails undan tlie organ galieny. With a twist of bier wrist
the panai swings solamuiy open; sud then, the littia taper-
flame hald close against the glass, sha goas on witb bier
story.

IlWe've neyer fouud out who ha was. Evenytbiug
had decayed about liii. He's oven two liundred years old,
they thiuk. Vie are ont a hli, so the wet runs down to
the river, sud the vaults arealaways dry. Soie say iLs a
peculiar chalky sand that lias presanved 'em ika this; but
no oua, don't realiy know, iL seams to me. Have you
iooked enough i Aint iL a curiaus sight '1"

From behiud the glass the grey figure, raminding me
in colaur of the bodies oua sees in the Museumi at Pompeii,
gazas out into the dimi passage. Ha stands upight, bis
arma (crosaed no longer oven bis breast as wheu for the
last ima bis people looked at bim in the darkaued room)
faîhen to bis sida. IlWho knows," says Sir Thomas
Browne, Ilthe fate of bis boues ï "Lt was meaut as s com-
pliiment that lie should lie given this fine position in the
cburcb wbera hae shares the honours with the beantiful
carved pulpit sud pretty oid font; but I think bad bis
wishes beau cousulted lie would raLlier bave remainad down
stairs in the dry vanits by the sida of bis friands sud
neiglibours. Thare, no oua would lie di8turbiug bis peace.
His smail gleainig teethi and long fingera wouid hava
reainad uusuug, certainly, but this unnaturai popularity
can ouiy lie emliarrassing. Far baLLer, if the poor Mummry
lias auy deiicacy, the quiet coffinu, than their continuai
locking sud unlocking of the oakeu press, thesa parpetual
exclamations of wouder or disgust. Tha gravadiggar wha
said a man would lie aiglit or nina yaars ini the grouud are
lie rot (Ila tanner wili hast for urne yaars ") perbapa knew
nothing of the advantage of a vauit ou a bilh; but 1 bear
bis opinion that water is a sora decayar of bodies confinmed
this moruing by my guide, who .msy or may flot bave
nemambered lier ShakespeareT ien, af ter a few moments'
sunvay, the panai swings back into its place, sud the
Loudonen who hast walked this usrnow lana so many,
msny years ago is lef t for the presaut to bis repose; sud
the liglit is blown out sud the keys put away. So 1 iud
mysaif bliuking in the suoshine on the steps of the church,
undan thea dock crowued witb the figura of the Saint sud
decorated with bis cockle-sliell amblai (the sextoues slips
away down oua of the little courts to lier dininer) aud L
cail to mmid liow on last Ascension Day 1 witnessed the
Basting of the PariaI Bounds froni this vautage-ground,
sud how much the caramony bad anLentsinad me.

I had arnivad early to find thaentrance encompasaad
by a baudful of choir boys waitiug toelia let in. But the
doors ware flot to open Lilayoevn, and iL wauted tan long
minutes to that bour. At first it wa'g stagnation; then s
briglit youtli, discovering sud producing s lengLI of soie-
tbing from LIe pocket of bis beat suit, whicli doas flot, I
hope, generally barbour anything so secular, thera was
suddenly a Ilcorner " in atri ng. The excitaient, frauglit
witli danger for the luckY Possessor of the treasure, who
gssped fon air sud bade bis comnrades casse scrowdgiug,
waa an astoni8hmaut taOuan who, ika mysaif, had narrer
laid auy particular value ou this asgerly souglit after comn-
modity. After a deal of bsggliug, sîl portions were
bittan off for the first two on hree transactions; then the
blunteat kuife L aver saw was hrought into play, sud the
irregulan size of the pieces was a source of pnide, or LIe
reversa, ta tha eagen lads wbo claimad thai ou certain
conditions connacted, I thiuk, witb buttolîs; but notbiug
wss paid up, only promises made. I took my courage in
bath banda tund asked ana proud youug speculator what
hae was goiug ta do witb bis laugLI of fiva inches-.insuffi-
ciaut for a parcel, on a toy, or La fly s kita-aud I waa
auswaned witb contampt, &ITia iL round My stick, o'
course." I 55W no stick. L dou't blaieve lia bad ona. Lf
ha had, why not bave brouglit iL with him ? But grant-
iug the stick, wby sliould whip cord lia cousiderad such a
superion decorativa? Leauiug up againaL the great kay-
hales sud locks, wa were so absorbed in aur stock axchange
excitemeut that fiaounebeard the boita being witbdrawn,
sud iL was ouly by great preseuce of mird that wa did
uaL faîl aven the tbreshoid wlien the doors wara of s suddan
flung open.

Ln a few minutas a pions ittla procession, baang Lall
osier- wands in their bauds sud headed by the beadie in
bis black cape trimmed with gold, were gnavaly paraded
round the empty aisies to the music of the argan. The
clergymen, guan'lians sud wardeas of the churcli folowad
the boys, wearing blua rosettes sud canrying bouquets of
flowers, of whidb tbay tnied not ta look asbamed. Viben
tliey had gona round tho. consecrated bounda thay cama,
twoansd two, into the street, suid the cheers of the
spectators, sud there, beiug taken in baud by a coupla of
policemen La kaep off the cnowd, they pnoceeded at a faut
trot round the pariali. Lt is not a large ana, sud yat iL
took uearly an hour bafora wa neturued, breaLhless, ta tha
churcli. FP a ad of the bouudary marks bad ta lie
toudhad witb the taîl wands whenever wa cama upon
tbam, sud the choir-boys musL cheer, hip, hip, hurrah.
Then there were sida courts ta go down, sud warahouaes
ta enter, sud offices to go through, in at the front, out at
the bsck. During the waik I was told that till compara-
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