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EACH HIS OPINION.

At first siglit It may seem almost suiperfluioLs advice to tell a man that h(
ouglit 10 have opinions on the crecds, politics, and instituttions of the day
buit yet, wbenct a ruan is asked suiddcnly for is opinion ou soino cvery day
topic, sorte coinuon-place suibjecî, it is sîirprising bon' ofteir lie bias to confess
he lias not giveni the niatter tbouigbt, and beg off cxp)rcsý,ing. hbiosof.

Thbis -,tatc of things ivas î-onsidered coinunndablo in a inan at onec tint,
whcen it wvas dcmied sveli for people to look to Chutrcli and Sta.te autthorities as
the onflv men to bave opinions, and accordingly they truisteci their politics ho
flhc king and bis minister, and their creeds to tIre priests, contenting thomselves
nvith porforming ceirtainr duties and swearing to certain beliefs in a inecchanical
sort of wvay, without knowing the why or %vhercfore. .Men v-otild lcave Ilear th
and home to figbit alniot anybody aniywhero w'ithouit a gool ]Icea whethcr the
cauise was juist or uiinjist, tlie war irecessary or uuinccssary, content so long as
the king %villed it so. A doctrine liad bult to ho asserted Iry sorîro famlouls
Profossor, or I octor, and tire îpse tii/i aniong stidents aird disciples xvoulLl
have the nveiglbt of a Papal frilmîination.

Oî thodoxy ruled withi a rod of iron, and brave nvas tihe ixan nybo darod
ask leave ho airalyze tIre ortbodox pili beforo swallorving !Gradrially, hio%%c', r,
very gradtially, pecople, feeling tire rid of oî tiodoxy irksoine, reirolled. Robe
and goivn, ciericai cravat and legal wvig, bogaru to lose tire mlysteriouîs awe arrd
inrssivoness tirey w'ero %vont 10 inîspire, and unî r-e.ogiied tIre fiact tîrat
thoeso dignitaries gatirecd tiroir kniorlcdge and aciired tlirir information by
shcer stuidy and îrî evcrance, and tirat thcy rverc not endonved or iinibtud rvith
ready-nade rvisdonr and inifallibilihy.

MVen ivîro wore soarchers aftor trUrir graspcd bue idea that borroxving and
inhreriting opinionr wnas not s0 wortiry of themi as paticntiy and stuidiotisly
formning it, s0 basod on evidonce and fiact that bhicy couild asscrt and argtr
froin it. Those truîth-seekors ivero tho mn nvho bocame tire liglibs of thecir
bînres, rier disîinguishing then•iselvcs by ortlrodoxy andI foliowing bbc fiashioir;
tiîoy nmade tlheir umnmes anti won tlheir fainie by taking flbc dogmias and toachings
of tire day, analy /ing, dissocting, and prrobiirg theni ho tire coîe ;-r n dui th
face of Cliturclh and State, juîdge and doctor, sliowing rIpl wliat nnas rottoîr, nid
rcjecting it. They luad to suiffer a bot tinre of it, tiiese carly liereties they got
lots of kicks and abuise, but thecy kncv they liad fouinded tlieir opinions on1
rocks anrd werc content to wvait ;for, tiotigir 7'ei-its odiilJi Jai-it, It still nvîns
tbe day. As Lime rollcd on, tire spirit of personal investigation grenv strongor,
and il bccanre casier to break away fromn dogma and coirveîrtionaiity in ail
subljeets. 'l'ie Jeci w% ho liad judged for tlroniselvcs gradtrally grenv bu be tire
rnany,, and iii every departîmont of life luec stood uap) uren iviro, by tire
assertioni of their iurdepcndcnt, hiourst convictions, nvorkec out tlie great
revoluitions iii religion, poibîcs, and science ho whiclr this age ow'es su inuicbi.

And îrom, iii tlhese clays of clirap eduication, puiblicabinrs anrd travel, rvi
wo have ovory opportunity to tbink and forin opinions for oturselvos, ib is omur
duity so ho do- ib is bothi priviiege and diuty to pcrsonaliy ilîvestigabote lineps
of bbc day, and arrive at honest, concise concîtisions, not inrrely gecoral ideas.
In poliis ib is uiot sufflicient ho upliold snicb a party, brut w-o inst have decidoci
views regarclîng tire p)oiicy and varionis actions and bearings of îiîat party. IL
is irot cuiotigi to féebiy acqrioscc wvih sticb authors and nvribings, bu(t nve mulst
have positive opinions regarding their. lb is not enoiigh to admit that flbc
Press is beneficia], buit we miist have orur convictions as 10 wirat are its duntios,
and ivînt ils abiiscs-vhat IL may putl beforo the puiblic, and nvhat it inay not.
Espccially in orir religion is it of importance that w'e be not satisfied with
owning sticb a clinrch or crccd, butl we miist ]lave oiîr convictions as ho bbc
mcrits of. the laws and goverurnrnt of that cîrrîrci, aurd tire formula and doc-
trines of thrat creed.

On tis siubjeet of ail suirjeets, It is inrperativc tirat rc liave nieided
opinions ; for, uintil a mrn hias decidcd w'hetlicr lie is rcsîrnsible to ( oc or
nnreroly hr a self-nmade standar d of inriality, liectannîot limbua urinclied give
attentioni to t ho der-ision of oth er suijecîs. Inustint-tivcly a irait spectilatos on
that subljeet, anrd tire soomier lire decides the stubjen-t tire boetter. If ouir beliefs
cannot stand tire test of fair argument and logic, bowever paiîrftul aurd irumiliat-
ing tlire discovcry mnay bc, the sooner xve sec it and abanrdonr Ilîcn the botter.
W~e find it liard parting rvitb pet doctrines and thecories at the Lime, huit feel
giad we saw tire error wlien nvc look back.

On urrany stubjocîs it is liard 10 form dccided opiunionrs rvîtlroit itîc stuldy
and investigation, but we must iîot grudge bbc linie and troLIble, for diuîy to
ouirselves and fcllows demands il, though friend and foc may rosent ouir con-
clusions. We must stili expeet mrrch intoleration-expeet to fiurd opinion
forbidden on many stîbjocîs, as there bias been a famiiy creed on the matter, or
because fashion and conventionality are against it. Especîally on rcligious
affairs men nviil dogniatise and dictate on1 their îrctty second-hand hear-say
knowledge ; buit I havo yet to learnu that ilotibt is deînraviîy, or that lrourost
seepticism on any subject, be it religion or science, is niot better than xveak
acqiiiescence in orthodoxy for the sake of comfort and peat-e. Jet ris fairly
and sqiuan eiy, 'îrîk ai al suLt.jucts aurd quiestions that bear tai tire %veifare and
advancemet ot1 inanikimnd, iurvestigatiîig anid thorouiglly se: utin ising them as

we svould a cash -book, and then, wvit1î ouir opinions w'ell fouinded, assert them
manifully, be wec in a mnajority or minority.

Lastly, let uls treat others when uittering their opinions as we w'ould ha-,e
tbemn treat wos flot discharging tirades of ridicule and scorn on concluisions îve
tlîink weak and wroiig, buit for the sake of trtffh, argtuing carnestly and pointing
ouit tire er-ror, that svc mnay gain oir fcllow andi strength on tic side of truith.

_____ _________________ cily Rioss.

RECOLLECTIONS 0F TRAVEL.

W ho does not recoller t Interlak~en? WVhcï ev er wvent to Switzerland for a
long or short excuirsion and did not Ildo " Interlaken? I)escribing it wouild be
alike triCcs to those who did or did not visit il. 'Ihose who';e fort une it wvas
to spend longer than a day or two there, it wvili be a scenc for ever before their
iiind's eye-L a liiîg once mor co 10 hcold II thcrtingfran anci its glaciers, the
glowing of the Alp)s at sunset. 'l'le sinîniier licat, the expensivo and over-
crowded botels, tire diusty promenade with its ciosvds of beggars you inay
forg-et, (yott meet those as îs'cll ouit of Interlaken) butt Lake of Thuin and Brienz
the 1 Ieinlrluirflll, the nrIOunitaini pai k of the Il Ruigon," never! and so IL otught
to be, a traveller ougbit 10 hi ing homne a treasuire of recollections, of sconery,
agr-ceable incidents and iiiteresting acquiaintanccs macle, a store to last Iimii for
lifc.

ILt is the fate of A urerican travellers, wh'lo iînust combine pleasir e %vith
buisiness, to overdo siglit-seig, 10 try 10 sec in fouir sveeks wbiat ouiglt to bc
seeni in fouir moulis, and in inost cases tlîey briiîg honte buit a mlass of confuised
ideas, aird as souivenir a collection of pbiotographis, and a file of paid liotel-biIlls
one about as valitable as the olier.

IL ivas iny fortuine for several siiners to spcnd J uly and Atigust on this
delightfül spot, on tîrat reticat on the foot of the "Ruigen," the liotel Juu1gfrau
blik. Raibling on those wîoodedl hilîs I made an acquiaintanco of a more
than passing natuire, ant acquinhanitice wviose înterestîng personal hîstory, w'hosc
high inItelligeclIe, tilo rouIgI kniovledge on aIl topics, lent to miy sojouirn at
Interlaken an. additional crarmi. 1 was thuts accosted by ant old gentleman,
Who enijoyed zut those parts tire sobr lut Th'le Philosopher of the Motintain,"
bUt fiear îot that [ %vill introduice the reader to soine goblin of the Alps and inito
wondcrfül crystal caverrus à Ai Andersen's tales, stili mny friend's history bias
quite a romnantie toueb. M\y interlocuitor, an old Germani nobleman, Von
Rappard, residcd iii a miost lovely rotroatt on this Mointain. Park, in ftuli
vierv of tlie grandest, Alpine scenery of tha îvorld, w'ith glaciers on the orie, tlic
lakes on the other :ý-ide. Meeting huim oftencer, the casuial acqutaintance gresv
into intinacy, and soon. Iclarnied in, ail its detils flic tbrilling history of his
eventfuil litlb. lit 18 4S, cngaged in the rebeilion in WuLrtemnbcrg, condeulrned
to doath, lie lied to Switzerland, bis entire n)roperty confiscatcd ;too prond to
play the part, of political martyr and niiendicant, lie quickly rosolved to striko a
norv path, 10 stil)lort bis yoning familly. Assistod by bis w'ife hoervorkcd blard
and assiduiously to prepare specimens for tbc microscope ; those lio disposed
o, a,11 over tlic Continent, chiefly in Paris. M\any a yoar this noblemian by
birtlh and by nature workoed, assistod by bis, as noble, %vife, in this înteresting
vocation o arning etnougl to live at case, suirrotunded by ail that nature antI art
combined inako life valuiable. Lator on a genoral ancsty restored to him an
ampIle foriune, and lie is niov passing buis winters in Rome, Florence, and bis
summoiiirs-"l boatuis ilie qui procul nogociis "-at bis retroat at Interlaken.

'l'li recollection of this intercouirse and tbc lbours passed iii tho circle of
this Ibighly intelligent faînily, conversing freely in fouir langnages, belong to the
nibst 1leasant of those bygono days. Nover tircd to, place beforo mce the most
interestîng spocmnen. of niceroscopie preparations, and reasoning on its wonders,
an incidlenit occunrcd wvlich svill for evor bo prescrnt before nry mind's oye: Ho
cxilbiîed to me, allixed on glass a part of tho genris Il Actinoe " well kinowin
bo the roader, as bbic beautifuil appearance n thre occair, coimonily called '' mari
of %var-," so gorgeoiisly 10 look at, wlrcni iiiider thre rays of tbe suin, showving
ail tIre colotirs of tIre raînflow. 'l'ie spcîiien ai)îcared to ho a part of
those extremo throads, seming to fly abouit like loosenied ropos from a
vessel. To the nakcd oye It aîrneared like a stroug throad of a spider rvob,
onding in a proinrent point. Buit unider the mnicroscope -O wvonder !-a chiain
and an 'ancîror of ex(lisite shapo, catît 1ink a miodol of' artistice beauty, not onie
link rcsenribling tho other, buit ti ail the varîcty cadi Illnk peorfection iii iîsclf;
and the anchor-bobold !tho samne shiape as silice oldlcst tilies %-e tise for ouir
vessls-an, instruiment givon by Creator, God, providence, or inder any other
name, 10 this inhabitant of' the ocoan, for a distinct puirpose ; and mon, ivithout
secong tho pattern, ivithouit being instruicted, mnado saino instruiment for samo
purpor e I noticod tho old gentleman's intelligent oye rosîing oni me, wsondcr-
in- what 1 wouild thiuk and w biat mly imipressionsol ).' ea- h
o ffspring of G;od," oxclaimied 1. Upon which Ire grasped botr rny biauds, and
with aIl the ardouir of y ou'rh hoe said " Vs, woe are tire offspring of God !flore
before you is the incontestible mathematical proof !T''le saine creative facuilty
is part and parcel of otîr very naturre !Darwin is wvrong whbn. hoe says ' Man
is anl irrtiiiient-making animal.' Man is moro the iiicothtl stone axe of the


