
1Vý4 <ACTA VICTORIANA.
Before taking leave of French-Canadian literature, br:ef mentionmust be made of the baliads, so many of which have ben set tocharming music. We have nothing in EngiishCaladîa literature toequal the songs and ballads found in Recueil des Chansons populairesCanadiennes et françaises <1859) and Chzansons PoPulaires du Canada,edited by Gagnon (t865), of which latter collection there is a mostexcellent translation by W. McLennan under the titie Songs of OldCanada (Montreal, 1886).
Were it the province of the historian of literature to make men-tion of works of history, many noble names mighit be added, suchas those of Garneau, Ferland and Beni. Suite; and if of books of traveland descriptive works which have a good deal of history scat-tered through them, then there would be no worthîer name than thatof Sir jas. M. LeMoine who has averaged a book a year for the iasttwenty years. But ail such and the hosts of sonnetteers must be passedover. TIhe interested may be referred to Les Soirées Canadiennes(founded i 86o), Leoyer Canadien (1863), Lia Revue Canadienne(i 86 4 ),Le Canadien, Ruche Litéraire and other magazines and journaîs ofthose days for the body of the carlier French.Canadian literature.We shall glance now at the development of literature among theEngiish-speaking Canadians. It is not very easy to make outperiods of deveiopment in the French.Canadian literature, as ithas ail grown up since 185o, but there are rather more ciearly markedlines of demarcation when we look at. the English, and here we mayfoliow political events. In each of these periods the work of theauthors noted overlaps the politicai, because the influence of thechange ini governniental forîns was not feit imnmediateîy. We may,then, speak of a Provincial period continuing to about 185o, aUnion Period running to about i88o, while the Dominion period is110w upon us.

In the first, or Provincial period, the interest centers about twowriters, Judge Haliburton, the ceiebrated Bluenose, and Major JohnRichardson. There has iateiy been a revival of interest in Hali-burton, better known by the name of his favorite character Sam Slick,and I have written eisewhere concerning his work and influence.AHis first work, historicel, was done in x829, but his literary effortsdate from 1835, when the letters from Clockmaker Sam were pub-iished in joseph Howe's Nova Scotian. Major John Richardson, ofUpper Canada, an officer born in the camp, wyas a few years hissenior in iiterary work, and was to become the Fenimore Cooper ofCanadian literature. Ris first and best work was Wacousta, an


