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MY QOAMPAIGN IN VIRGINIA.

CHAPTER 1.

« Colonel,” said I, “lct's go down to New Iaven and en-
list.”

“« What do you want to do that for 7" asked the Colonel,

“Well, 1 want to go ¢ soldicring,'—L want to see some real
service ; for my three months of militin soldiering at Wash-
ington was only a farce. They give a good bounty at New
Haven ; they take men for only nine months, which I think
will be long enough.  And, lastly, I think the New England
men will be better assoclates than those of New York.
What do you suy—will you go?”

4Well, I don't know—yes—I'11 go.”

¢ ILere comes George ; let's ask him ;. George, will you go
down to New Havenand enlist?”  Here the same arguments
werg repeated.

“Js Billy going?”

¢ Yes"

“Yes, I'll go.

And thus in less than five minutes, the United States ob-
{nined three recruits. Let me introduce them to you, gentle
reader @

Willinm E, Wilson was a Pennsylvanian by birth ; kind
and aniable in disposition, he had the art, more than any
man I ever suw of winning not only the esteem, but the love
of his comrades. He had got the soubriguet of “the Colonel,”
from having the same name as Colonel Wilson, of the Sixth
New York (generally known as Billy Wilson's Zouaves) ;
but we frequently called him by the dimioutive of Billy.

George Thompson Swank was also a Pennsylvanian, a
young man of singular determination of charucter—a free-
spoken, open-hearted mapn.  Of all his  distinguishing
characteristics, the one that at this date most forcibly im-
presses itself upon my memory, is that of fidelity—fidelity to
his principles, to his country, and, above all, to his friends.

Your humble servant, Ladics and Gentlemen, was, and is,
a subject of her most Gracious Majesty, Victorian—God bless
her l=distinguished for nothing in particular; and known to
my fricnds as—well, in the 27th 1 was called Bergeant,

Swank and myself had but just returned from “defending
the capital” in the ranks of the Seventy-first regiment, N. Y.
8. M. As we had not even seen & rebel during our three
months' stay, our thirst for glory was unnssunged, and we
desired to go again, in the hope that this time we might see
what we called “real soldiering.” .

That nightat cleven o'clock we took passage by steamer
for New Haven, and in the morning we marched up the
streets of the Eln City in search of & recruiting office. 1t
was not hard to find; and before noon we were enlisted,
sworn into the service of the State of Connecticut by a Jus-
tice of the Peace, examined by a United States Surgeon,
passed, were paid an installment on the large bounty offered,
and had received permission to veturn to New York,

In a few duys we were seut tor, as tne regiment had gone
into b urracks. ‘I'hen for the first time, we icarned thut we
helonged o Co. D, 37th Regiment of Conneetizut Volun-
teers.

We reported to Captain DuBois, and were shown our
(quarters in the temporary harracks built of boards., The
regiment was not quite full; and pending that consumma-
t'on, we were to acquire what we could of the neccasury
volunteer drill.

After putting our few personals in the bunks assigned to
us, we were told that there would be no diill that day, and
we might amuse ourselves &3 we pleased, but that we could
not leave camp.

As I passed out of the barracks my attention was drawn
to & 0au sitling near the door, who appeared to be far be-
yond the age at which volunteers were taken.

¢ Is that a recruit 2 [ asked in some astonishment of our
* Orderly Sergeant. :

¢ Yes,'” he veplied, “he is one of curbest men. That
man has crowded more time into fewer years than any man
that ever lived. He is a Joshua on a large scale: the sun
has been standing still for him all biz life.  He has been
twenty eight years in the United Slates army ; sixteen years
in the British army ; fifteen years in alarge clothing estab-
lishment in New York ; ten years an employce of the Hud-

son’s Bay Company. He has travelled in ull parts of the.

world : two years in China ; seven years in Europe ; four or
five in South America; as many in Central Ameriea ant
Mexico; and he bas spent at least a decade in wandering
through Polynesia, Australasia, Siberia, Central Africa and
other churming regions of the earth. Altogether, accord-
ing to an estimate we have made, putting down the time
he has been engaged in these various pursuits, according to
his own stories, be has lived one hundred and twenty two
yeurs, without making any allowance for childhood and
mfaney. And he is adding at least fifty years to his vast
experience every day.  He must be either the Wandering
Jew or the Devil—that is if you believe all he says; and of
course you wouldn't like to suspect the verncity of a vener-
able ol({ante-di]uviun like him.

¢ But why do they take such an old man ?*° T asked.

“Why, there's the tub,” siid the Ovderly, with a laugh'’;
‘¢ when you bring him right down to it, he says he is ouly
forty-five; and he is certainly in & wonderful state of pre
servation for a man of his years,”

Here we approached the subject of our conversation, and
heard him eatertain aselect but appreciative auditory with
an account of a seventeen years captivity among the Indiana,
and concliidéd by singing an Indian warsong, which elicited
the warmest commendations from his auditors, who unani-
mously voted the old man a “perfect brick.” This compli-
mént 80 pleased him that he straightway invited tho party
down to the sutlei’s, and gave each his choice of swect
cider, root heer, and pumpkin pie.

But he was not yet talked out by any means.

“Did Iever tellyou,” he asked, “how I became a great
prophet and medicine mau among the Indians ?’

No one had heard the stovy.

“Well, comc up here in the shade, and P’ll tell you.”

When we were ull seated on the ground in the shade the
old man thus commenced:

* The First Sergeant is gencrally called the Orderly Sorgonnt in the
United Statos. :

In the year 1832 I graduated at West Point ; and upon
reporting to the Secretary of War, I was immediately at-
tached to an expedition, then upon the poin: of starting for
the purpose of exploring and surveying the head waters of
the Missouri and its tributaries,  Duaring the Summer
we worked our way slowly up the great stream, and when
Winter came upon us we encamped in the wilderness, at
least 700 miles from the nearest white settlement. The fol-
lowing year our operations were much the same; and at
the close of the Summer of 1833 we concluded that our
work was half done. Up to this time the party had kept
pretty well together, asour work lay aloug the banks of the
main stream ; butin the Spring of 1834 it was thought
hetter to detuchsmall parties to explore the smallerstreams.
[n accordunce with this resolution I was put in charge of o
party of six men, and despatched up a considerable branch
of the Yellowstone River.

Up to this time we had expericaced very little trouble
from the Indians. They were at peace among themselves,
and we were thus drawn into no side quarrels, and by a
liberal distribution of presents, we had managed to keep the
friendship of all. Some days after my party left the main
body, however, I began to notice unusual sigus among the
red meo. Small hunting parties were nowheve to be seen;
outlying camps had been removed; and at length we came
upon the entire nation of the Shawnese, encamped upon the
stream we were surveying, and muking every preparation
for cowing hostilities. I had acquired some knowledae of
several Indian tongues, and bad uo ditticuity in discovering
the cause of the trouble. A band of Otoes had stolen some
beaver-traps and horses belonging to the Shawnese, and the
latter were preparing to avenge the indignity. Now a war
between these two tribes would have consequences serious
enough. It would stop all expeditions into the troubled
country, which embraced the whole Yellowstone region.
But worse than this mizht ensue ; these Indian wars are
frequently contagious, and there was no saying where or
bow hostilities might end.  And as ihe Indian does not
always confine himself to his immediate or legitimate ene-
wies, our sojourn in the neighborhood of the contending
parties would be very dangerous. The news of the outbreak
therefore caused me a great deal of suxiety; aud I returned
to our little enampment debating with myself whether it
would not be better to return at onee to the main party.
When I arrived at the camp I found Stephenson, the sur-
veyor, poring over & tattered copy of the United States
Almanac for 1834. He had given a five dollar gold piece
fori. toa messenger who had brought out instructions to
us the previous year, and as it was the only book owned by
any ono in the expedition, it was highly prized and carefually
preserved.

“That eclipse takes place to-morrow, Lieutenant,’” said
Stephenson, after I had told him of the troubles ahead.

I kuew wh. t eclipse he meant, for we all knew the alma.
nac by heart. I had forgotten abont it ; but the moment
hespoke of it, 2 thought entered my mind.

¢ What time does it commence ?”’ 1 asked.

“Twenty minutes after eleven,”

¢ Joe,” said I, ¢ can you travel twenty miles through the
woods by daylight 7’ .

4 Yes,” smd Joe,” for he was always ready.

I hurriedly gave Joe the necessary instructions; and,
taking s small supply of dried buffalo meat, he at onceset
off ou his journey.

A<soon as he was gone I again repaired to the Indian
encampoent, and found, as 1 had anticipated, that the
principal men of ihe tribe were holding a council. 1at once
went to the latge wigwam in which the council was assem-
hled, and entered without being announced. One of tie
medicine men of the tribe was speaking, He set forth in
strong terms the indignity which had been offered to the
great’ Shawnee nation, strongly counseled war, and pro-
mised in the name of the Great Spirit, that signal success
would attend their arms.

When he sat down the Chief looked at me, and for a few
mowents [ felt that my life was hunging in the balance, for
my intrusion into the council might not be taken in good
part. This waa the more to be feared as it was evident that
tne last speaker was soything buu favorably disposed to-
ward e, judzing from his looks. Atlength the chief took
his pipe ﬁ{led with *Killickinick, drew a long inspiration,
and then gravely and slowly puffed the smoke, first down to
the gronnd, then upward toward the sky, and lastly, toward
myself. This was favorable, so I srose, and in the Shaw.
nce tongue, spoke as follows :

¢ The Qtoes have stolen horses and traps from the Shaw-
nese. JItisnot well; and the Great Spirit is angry with
them. But the Great Spirit of tha pale faces has sent his
medicine man to say to the Shawnese, ye shall not go to
war with the Otoes, for the Great Spirit himself will punish
the Otoes, unless they return the horses and beaver-traps
they have stolen.  And this shall be a sign to you: If to-
morrow the suu shall rise and give light as usual, and shall
pass through the heavens and set as usual, then the pale
face is s liar and no medicine man; but if the sun shall be-
come dark and cease to give light, then shall ye know that
the pale-face is a great prophet, and that he has spoken the
words of the Great Spirit.”’

I saw that these words had made an impression; go I
turned and left the wigwam.

I had not at that tiroe passed throughso many danzerous
scenes as [ have since, and my nerves wero not quite so
firm. Canyou wonder, then, that I passed an uneasy night ?
I bad no doubt of the correctness of the almanac. But was
our calculation of time correct? We had been in the habit
of keeping our reckoning by means of notched sticks, such
as you read of in Robinson Crusoe. But we might have
made a mistake. Andif we had, our lives would certninly
pay the forleit,-for I had directly oppesed the great medi-
cine man of the tribe, and unless I was completely teiumph.
antin my plan he would certainly leave no stone unturned
to effect our complete destruction. At length the morning

.* This term is now used by tobagcconists to designato a particular
kind of smoking tobacco. ong tho Indians it monns o mixture of
tobacco nod the insido bark of the sumach treo.

dawned, I felt thankul that it was clear.  Bright and
heautiful the glorious luminacy rose sbuve the horizon, with
nothing unusual 10 indicate 1he approaching ph:nomenon.
I was glad to learn from one of my men thal many of the
Iudians were eagerly watching it. ~Dut I kept close within
the tent. The time tor action had not yet come.

If any of you were us old soldiers as I am, you would
bave noticed that among u soldier’s scanty baggage is often
to be found some article, cumbersome, perhaps, acd in the
way, as well as quite useless, which he nevertheless always
clings to, he hardly knows why. An art:cle of this deserip-
tion was an old, highly-colored dressing gown which I had
carried ever siuce we left St. Louis. Now its day of useful-
ness had come. About ten v'clock I arrayed myself in this
odd-looking g:rment, and first dirccting the men to keep
in the tent, I proceeded past the Indian camp 10 the summit
of & high bluff on the opposite side of the river. Here I
waited till about eleven o’clock, when I began to act. The
whole of th Indians—men, women sod children—were out
looking at me, and I resolved that they should not look for
nothing. So I began to jump aud rave, and howl. Then
I would run wildly along the bank, the old dreesing gown
streaming in the wind behiud me.  Anon I would throw
myself on the ground; then, rising, I would stretch out my
haads to beaven, as if invokiug the interposition of the
Great Spirit.  All this time Y anxiously watched the sun.-
At lenpth I'saw the;shadow just beginning to impinge upon
the bright orb. Suddenly I stopped my theatrical display,
and rus%iug down the baunk, fording the stream, I passed
through the cncampment, crying out in the Shawnese
tongue, “ Wo to the Shawnese! Woe, woe, to the Shaw-
nese !'”” ThenI entered our own tent and closed it. Slowly
the shadow crept over the sun’s face, and soon we could
plainly see that the Indians were very muchagi‘ated. They
were running about in great consternation; and appeared
to be implorinr the mediciue man to amve them from the
impending calamity. But that worthy was evidently as
much frightened as any one.  His power was un-qual to
the emergency, and when the sun was about half obscured
I saw a deputatiov of Indiaus, headed by the Chief, conung
down toward our tent. Ifor some time I refused to cume
out. to them ; and when I did appearit was ouly to denounce
them in the strongest langua;e I could command. When
I had used up the Shawoese and s<veral other Indianlan.
guages interrible threats, I suddenly assumed a tragic atti-
tude and recited ¢ Lochiel’s Warning,” which evidently
produced a great impression.  But their terror was not
complete till I got down upon my Lnees, raised my hands
to heaven, and sung a love song in ‘good” high Dutch. The
fearful accents rendered them dumb with terror, and then
for the first time thr y appeared to give themselves over to
despair. By this time tgu eclipse was total, and I thought
it was time to begin to relent. So I told them I would
consult the Great Spirit. I went into the tent, and
soon came out and told them, if they would promise
to keep the pence the Great Spirit would pardon them and
give them the sun again. They were sufliciently frightened
to promise aunything; aud, the result was soon seen (as
they thonght) 1 the reappearance of a little rim of light
which gradually widened and brightoned till daylight was
thoroughly restored,

The following day Joe Stephenson returned, and with
him came a deputation of Otoes, bringing not only all the
stolen property but a liberal peace offering beside. Acting
under my iostractions Joe had effectually frighteuned the
Otoes into justice, using the eclipse as the great argument,
of course. Thus I was the means of saving many lives and
of keeping peace among the Indians long enough to allow
of the survey being completed ot all the tributaries of the
Missouri. I was acknowledged as a great medicine msn hy
all the tribes in that country, and many good results accrued
to our patty.

Some other time I will tell you how I discovered a silver
mine, and about my seven Indian wives.

Here we were ordered to full in for supper ; and after
roll-call, we marched up to the cook-house, with our tin
plates and cups, where we each got a pint of coffee, alarge
piece of bread and some boiled rice, which was a sample of
the supper we generally got when in camp.

Str Percy Wryrpnax, the English baronet, who came to this
country about a year and a half ago and has gince been serv-
ing with distinguished honor as a colonel of cavalry in the
Unionarmy, is now stopping for a short time at the Brevoort
House in New York, ‘I'he colonol, although still a young
man ,has served in no less than six campaigns inas many
different countries. He was with Garibaldi in Ttaly, and
shared alike with him the shelter of his tent, and the risks
and chances of the battle-field. Coloncl Wyndham has
proved himsclf to be one of the many dashing cavalry officers
in the service, and his bravery and soldier-like qualitios
male him most popular with his men. Why he should bave
becen relieved of hig command, for even a season, is one of
those mysteries which puzzle everybody outside of the war
office, for, during the recent battlesin Virginia, the brigade
led by him did cminent service.-United States Paper.

Too Axxious by Harr.—An amusing affair happened
Jately between acoal dealer and purchaserin Boston. The
Jatter was very anxious to see that the former did not cheat
him, 8o he—the purchuser—inspected the weighing of the
coal himself, and felt perfectly satisfied th at he got hisallow-
ance,without any desirc on the coal dealer to shave. However,
while the coal was weighing, the driver could mnot help
Inughing, awarc at the same time that the purchaser was
particular abont his full weight of coal. The purchaser no-
ticing the Inughing of the driver, asked him when he had
recoived his coal, what was it all about? So the driver
told him. .

“Why," said he, t when your coal was weighed, you were
standing on the scales, and were weighed with it.’

¢Is it possible? Why, I weigh necarly two hundred
pounds

¢ Well, sir, soid the driver, ¢ you are sold.’ )

¢ Yes, ” was thereplv, ¢ and I have bought myself, too.

.



