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WOOL.--Tlere is practically no demand
whatever for Ontario wool, and the
outlook is discouraging.

DAMAGE WROUGHT BY FOREST
FIRES.

A note of warning was sounded at
the meeting of the Canadian Institute,
in Toronto, on Saturday, by Dominion
Superintendent of Forestry Stewart, on
forestry as it is related to lands under
the control of the Dominion Govern-
ment

lie said in part: "According to the
agreement entered into at the time of
Confederation, each of the provinces.
viz., Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, retained the ownership
of any ungranted lands within its
limits, and when Prince Edward Island
and British Columbia subsequently
came in, they did so on the same con-
ditions. The total area of the Dominion
lands, including that owned by the Hud
son Bay Company, and the Railway Belt
in British Columbia, is estimated at
2,456,500 square miles. The total area
of five eastern provinces and British
Columbia, less the railway belt, is 86o,-
ooo square miles; that is, the total area
of the territory under the control of the
Dominion is about three times that
which is owned and controlled by the
provinces.

The general impression of those whose
only information is derived from a trip
across the continent on the Canadain
Pacific Railway will be that most of
the North-West consists solely of
prairie lands, and that after leaving
Ontario, on the west there is no timber
worthy of notice. This is not incor-
rect, as far as the country through
which the railway runs is concerned. If,
however, the traveller would at almost
any point within this prairie section
turn at right angles and go north, he
would not be able to proceed more than
200 or 300 miles at most before lie
would have left the prairie behind, and
entered what is known as our great
nortliern or sub-Arctic forest belt, which
extends from there far north to the
limit of tree growth. This prairie sec-
tion may be roughly estimated at 250,-
ooo square miles, and the treeless land
of the north at one million square miles.
This would leave i,186,ooo square miles
as the area of timber lands, or over
300.ooo square miles more than the total
area. both cleared and timbered, con-
tained in the six provinces referred to.

There is no one who has travelled
through the woods of Quebec and
Ontario. or the other provinces and ter
ritories, who has not been impressed
with the immense destruction from for-
est fires. It is well within the mark to
place the proportion of pine trees de-
stroyed by fire, as compared with those
cut hy lumbermen, as ten to one, while
the value ôf the timber, which has thus
gone up in smoke. would more than pay
the national debt.

Much has lately been done by fire
guarding. The country should be ex-
plored in advance of settlement, and
such portions as are unsuited for agri-
culture should be permanently set apart,
and not even surveyed into farm lots.
Another duty devolving on those having
charge of the forests is to regulate the
cutting of timber or tracts set apart for
timber purposes. I think we may ask
yoi to urge your representatives in
Parliament to use their influence to pro-
mote a iudicious system for the protec-
tion and management of the existing
forests and for the encouragement of
tree planting, wherever suchi is desirable.
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