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PIROBLEMS 0F MORE PRODUCTION

The more we realize in Canada the necessity for
greater production., the more do we fiid problems whicb
have been over-lookeýd in the baste of trying to make
money quickly 'by sp-cuIý'ltin. Despite the numerous
cynies who scoif at the idea, one of the solutions to mnany
prob)IClem will bc the, inovemnent back to the land. That
movemnent in turný prcscrnîs lis own problemrs, but not in-
soluble. Farmn lueé is not sutilIcIently attractive to keep
youith on the farm or to brin g imii back to the farmn after
a taste of the ciry. Here is a true story, related by the
Guelph Hlerald:

-The locail manager of an automobile branch was
going to Drayt von fair, and wben about eight miles; fromn

bisdesinaionlie over-took a younig man about iS years
of agc, trudging along the road.side, with a small paper
parcel in his hand, .The lad was dresýsed-well, as many
farmn lads are. Hie asked if hie mnight get ai lift, and upon
being \eve as aisked bis destination. lie replied that
hie was going to Drayt von fair, and, being asked if the
distance was not rather great, the lad unburdened him-
sewlf. Hle declared 1w, was one of a famnily of five boys,
his other brothers being at home working. His father,
he saiid, owneid 400x acres of land, and ilhey aIl haid to
work froni 6 t.o,1 8 p.mn. The lad had neyer been to
Guelph, had for ycars looked longingly to seeing the To-
ronto Exhibitioni, but was disappointed again tbis year.
lie thenl liicd te righit In attend the fair at Drayton.
'Well, buti \\hy' didti't youi get the loan of one of your
fatber's- ho lsie was askvd. 'l was told that if I
wanied to. get 10 Drayton 1 could wailk,' he replied, quite
naturally, as If such things were a miatter of course. 'So
youi're going to have a good tuiie, eh?' 'Ves, I hope so,'
was the bright reply of evrhpflyouîli. 'Got lots of
spcnding mioney to cnjoy yoref''eI'was the re-
ply, looking 'it the small palibe carried, 'I have a dozen
eggs hvre %% ich l'ni going to sel] aI Drayton ; that ouglit
to get mie îhrouigh somnehow !'

Tl'le Peterborough Revieýw, commnenting upon this in-
cident, says: Fanrslike thiese do not know how 10
bring up Ibicilen But there is another phase.
Probably the boy's father, asý at young mnai, haid t clear
bis farmn, withi litle capital, with litîle help and with na
daty off in sighb. His boy's lot is a lttle be-tte.r. He lias
bis day off and n dozen eggs to, exchange, for ice cream
cones, pop corni anid pennants at the fair. But it is flot
gond eniougli. We cannot expect a lad bo bc shackled 10
the pioncer lifu of bis grandfather's tiime, with all its dis-
advantages, wbile the echo of tango music faintly reaches
bum. Again, while the boy was trudging to the fair the
father may haive been contemplating buabels of apples,
tomal;toes and( othecr produce rotting on the ground because
we hiave not learnied yet hiow to bridge the price gap be-
tween the grower and the consumier. That gap takes the
hea.rt ouf of ne and the bide off the other. In short,
fan ]Ife is not attractive. The farmer cannot afford to
maike il attractive- to bis bielp becauisc the price gap tends
to prevexit. WVe nu.st buirnish the attractions of the farm.
The rural depopulation wvill then be lessened and somne of
the good stock whicb bas drified tc, the cities will return
to the land.

The fact that the war is costing Britain $55 per
second, ;hntuld make every citizen of the Emnpire an ardent
pence advocate.

I CONSTRUCTION AND PRODUCTION

One of the few critics of the message brought
Canadian Club, Toronto, by Dr. Shortt is the T
News. "According to Dr. Shortt," says our c<
porary, "Canada's economic difficulties are due
much 10 the war as to our activity in building up po
centres instead of going on the land. In bis vie,
Dominion is greatly over-developed on the consît
side, we have more factories than we need, and we
roof over unfinished plants until the country catcl
to them. This is the sense, if flot the actual wordi
a rather untimely statement, which, if seriously ajcc
would not tend to increase public confidence or to
late trade activity at a time of difficulty for ai ni
Fortunately few Canadians will agree witb Dr. Sh<
be depressed by such arguments. "

The applause which greeted Dr. Shortt's statei
which obtained scant Ireatment in the daily press
cated that nearly alI, if flot entirely ail, bis audien
dlorsed his views. The criticism, quoted above, de
quile express the position. As The Monetary Timnes
il, and as we understand Dr. Shortt's position, the
tion is this: For a number of years, great activii
prevaiîed throughout Canada in construction. TI
cluded the construction of railroads, steamn and elg
factories, pulp nis, water power plants, railroa
minais, drydocks, freight boats, legislative and
public buildings, and the building of towns and
with their hotels, resîdences, electrîc liglit, water,
age systerrs, schools, fire protection, and s0 on.
has involved the expenditure of vast $uns of *n
chieffy borrowed from Great Britain.

The nation's 'just pride is in its future possil
and development based on the substantial, foundat
the past and present. In the extremely optinistic d
a few years ago, we constantly heard the phrase,
ing for the future." That is exactly what bas beer
and Dr. Shortt drew attention only to what ail
observers must have concluded, namely, that th
cbinery of construction-upon the installation of
we bave specialized in the past feir years-has rE
the point at which the country must take up consid.
more production. In other words, having got e,
plant 10 cater to the probable demand for some e
corne, we must sec that the plant is working t
capackty in normal times, before we increase it
The point was thus illustrated by Dr. Shorît:
have six boot and shoe- factories with ample plant,
ing to the brade, it is useless to ask capital to fi
further boot and shoe factories at preent."1

It is nol a question of moure production in the fi
only, but ini every other spherc. The farmer feec
city. He does it in two ways, by supplying bis pr
and by purchasing bis necessities from the city fa
Without the surrounding agricultural district or a d
which produces somethîng, the city cannot live.
there flot a community of Western Canada farmq
bu>' Massey-Harris implements, there would be,
spondingl>' Iess output and employment in the F-
Canada factor>'.

On the one hand, we have sufficient equipme,
somne years to corne. With it, .there must now bý
duced more agnicultural, animal, mining, forest, fa,
%shery and other producîs. Discussing this pha
Canadian developmenb earl>' this year, Sir George
said: "If capital were provided f rely for the coný


