12 THE CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE

inure them, by constant practice, to carry-
iog the load that bad to b2 borne co the
field of battle, and alco to keep their feet
in proper condition. A good system of
pbysical {raining ought eo to inure a man
to carryirg his war kit, and ¢» manipu-
lating his r'il>, that he sbould hardly feel
their weight. Mental iraining was even
more difficu’t than the (raining of the
bcdy, and this d’fliculty wes cot made tke
eacier by tle existing system of eclist.
ment, which tock sccount only of the size
and soundness of the recruit’s bidy, and
pot of his bringing up acd antecedents,
No pains thould therefore te spared to
make the school c¢f every regiment or
battalion as systewralic and vperfect as
poesible, eo that not only cilicers and
pon-commissioned «cflicers ehould bs
tavght all that they r(quired to know,
Ent that recrui's should be brought up
to beccme well-traiced efficient coldiers.
He was oae of those who thought thet no
sccupation wairo honourable and 8o in-
teresting, if dore with ne hod, 88 that of
training cne’s fellow-men. It had greet
reep-nsibilities, and who could say Low
an ireen idera’e order, or a lasty word,
might i1 flzeace t' e whole fature career
of tte men under command? A cacein
point ozcurred wtea ke was adjulant of
his 1eziment. It was the time of lorg
gervice and heavy punishment. There was
one man nolorions for his bad charactcr.
No amot nt ¢f imprisonment reemed to
bave any irflacnze ¢cver him, Ie was a3
well kiown in the crler’y rcom asthe
gergeant-msjo-, and his courts wartial
tcok ¢n hour to1ead on pyade. It was,
therefcre, with ecmethng like a sigh of
relief that he (Sir Richard) leird one day
that a ger eral court-martial had sentenced
him to te fl g;el and dismitsed the eer-
vice, It wa-a trying spectacle (o see
such a centence cerried out. The esrly
parede, the erection ¢f tle tricng'e, the
mueer of the troope, the march ¢f tie
pricover aleng his comrades’ ranke, the
recding of the couri-martial and the een-
tence, ttripp'ng of the uniform o the
waict, the laeh'ng of the upatretched srmes
to the mechine while the bcdy shivered in
tbe ccld mcrning air, and then the orders
Of the bugle-major as he called cut the
pumters, follcwed by the thud of tLe lish
ae it fell on the cringing fl2eb. A s'gh of
relief seemed to come from the silent
rinks when the lest ¢troke wes given.
But even then all was not over. There
wae the vieit to the hoepital, the dretsing
of tle wourded back, and then the de-
grading cirerony of culting off tke fucings
oa the barrack equare, acd the ignomini-
ous kicking out at the barack ga‘'e to the
8 cHmparin ert of the ¢ Rognes’ Murch,”
All through this ceremony the prizoner
had not uttered a word of fear, of bitler-
nese, ¢cr complaint, Just before tl.e part-
ing tke cfficer said to bim, “If while in
the service you had behavel ha'f as well
as you have while urdergoieg your pun-
ishment, you would have wade a good
soldier,” to which the man rerpeztfully
arsnercd, “ I would, ¢ir, if you han been
my captain.” Surely, alded Sr Richard,
thore muet have teen some wart of sys-
tem ard of care in carrring cut the men-
tal trein‘ng  in that man’s comjany,
(.ming to tke quection (f orginization,
8'r Richaid said it includcd not orly the
disposit'on and arrangemert cf the troope,
Lut also the preparatory ttops to te teken,
¢uch es reconncisances, correciing majs
cr makirg new oner, tte jreparation of
tridge traice, tbe provisicn ¢f spscial
clcthing, atd to on. The art of Lelng ebl2
to rcconucitre well wae all-in portact, be-
cause there was tardly an (peratiin of
war in which it was notemployed. A walk
with two or thre: compauies glong a
Devoat hire lane in Avguct would ticeh
the necessity f lco en ng tight clctler,
ecpecially arourd the neck, ¢f ovenirg the

renks for air, and of avolding too much
drink, Even water crioking to exce3s wes
bad,ard the b st th'ng to take wa3 a litile
co'd tea or wa'er at tte La't or the erd of
a merch. Heving lucidly expliined the
duties of the b'vouse, Sir Richard gave an
interesting account of the Llivouac the
pight before the batt'e of Ulandi, in South
Afiice, and then pasced on to consider the
qu<tt'on of batt'e. Ia tkis counceiin he
advised all etuzdenta of the art of wer to
carefully study the histories of past can-
paigns, fcr only by eo doing, aud by actual
experieace, coull any conclusion be ar.
rived at the importart practical questione,
Low orders were isiued and cariied out,
how fighting was influrnced by want of
food or ammunition, or by want of traia-
ing cu the part of the men, or knowledge
on the part «f the cfficera. Illustrat'ng
bis meaning, Sir Richard relatzd, with the
ail of a diazram, the incid:nts of a ba'tle
showing bhow the troops were ekillfu'ly
manccuvrel from daybreak until the fol-
lowieg n’ght, when the attacking army
bouvacked on the grourd that they bed
won, and coucluded by expressinz tha
hope that thoee present would bave equal-
ly good fortune when next engaged in
carrying out ‘“ the war daties of a soldicr.”
~ United Service Gazette, April 21st.
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Admiral Vallon and the
‘“ Magenta.”

The following is a translation of the coun-
cluding portion of Admiral Valloa’s report
upon the Magenta, the detate upcn the
adoption of which I«d to excited arge-
ments befcre the French Extra Parliamen-
tary Commiesion. The personal charac-
ter of the views expreesed has caused the
ccmmiesioners to call upin the Admiral to
revige the report, in conjunction with two
of his colleagues. It will be noted that in
it he made himself the spokesman of the
Jeune Ecole :—

“ I'rcm the whole of these observatiovs,
we conclude that the Mugenta is reither
better ncr werie than the other modern
batt!esbips of our Fieet, a'though her sfa-
bility, fully charged, seems alittle less as-
cured, TIfeheshculd heel, there would be
risk, Even the very perfection of her ar-
r ngements is a danger to constructors ia-
finenced by example, by superior orders,
or by what may be called progress without
experience; this perfection 18 oo much
(elle suprend) also for our seamen, to
whom it leaves the solution of that com-
plicatcd problem—tke most advantageous
emp'oyment of modera battleshins ty ba
adopted in th.c nex! naval war., We ghall
certainly recover for superstructures, with
their immense weight of artillery, whereof
the Mcgenta appeara to be the extreme
exaggeration, to which we have been be-
guiled, doubtless by foreign constructiouns
precentir g the same defects and the same
dangers. It is high time to cry to the
corstructora ¢ Halte ld! You are astonish-
e at the boldness of your own work, acd
almost ehake the confidence of thote called
upon toput it to use ; return therefore to
simpler and more masageable coastree-
tious I’ )

“ The captaio, shut up ia his armoured
cooning-tower, with the deadly voice of the
guns in hia ear, aseisted only by a few
chcsen individasls, will be given up en-
tirely to th2 bandling of his ship. He w.ll
ool eee hia wen; he cannet animat? them
Ly his precence or his example, nor com-
wnnicate to them his orders, save by
wirea or epeaking tubes, wkich have many
chances of being cut in their long circuits,
If Le has not b:forehand given precise in-
slruc'ions to Lia cfliccre, if these have ot
idert i d thanselves with Lis idess, and,
on their pert, inculcated them upon thosa
under them, and if finally, esch scaman

does not understard the deta’ls acd the
importacce of the dutics he has to excoute,
there will remain, at the moment of com-
bat, no assured communication with the
captam, £nl each gang of men, shut up iy
a compartmert, will wonder anxioutly
what is takiog place in tlat next to it.
We will not expatiate further upoa a si-
tuati>n which can be fully realised only
after a naval battle; but we firmly Leheve,
with the-beet of our engineers and seamen,
that a return to greater simplicity, and to
the employment of humaa powers, would
be real progress. Aa wa have eaid, there
are in the Magenta 109 auxil’a-y machice-,
¢team and electric, giving life t> the com-
plicated orgzane of this huge body. For
machicery 8o delicate, and 8o easily de

rargad, we mu ¢ have trained men, almost
scientiets ; and the d:ffizulties of the new
training to be given to our old pereconcl,
drawn trow tue inscription maritime, can
be imagined.

“Fir two years we have kad a pro-
gramme whicb, before 1902, should sub.
siitute for the fl:et of 1870 modera coa-
structions three times a3 ccstly. Ia it to
provide our fl:et with Magenia, whose type
even before they leave the slips, his be-
come aut'quated ? This question demands
concideratisn. The Magentz and her con-
geuers have insufli sient speed ; they should
etcam at 17 or 18 krots with natursl
draught. Their stability is destroyed by
cer:ain injuries to their hulls. Their range
of action is limitel by their iisuifiziency
of coal, and hence their offentive value is
that cf simple coast-defence vessels max-
wuvring about their coaling stations,
Stall we persist in this course ?

“The war of equadrous can only be
thought of with firces almost equal. Ia
the ocean and the Chaunel we shall be
confroated by anadversary woo, even after
a victory for our arms, would remaiao.
whatever we m’ght do, mistress of t"e seas
by virtue of her pumbers, In the Medi-
terranean w2 should fiad an enewy who
would Lide herse!f by her superior speed,
and would despatch swift cruisers against
our coasts and our commerce, Lo oppose
which we could now with diflizaulty muster
a fcw vessels of the same strength and the
same speed,

“ We shall presently, in another gart of
our inquiry, in exawmining the decennial
programiue of new coastruclione, endes-
vour to arrive at the best system of rc-
baildiog a fleet whose otjects change from
year t) year, which system it is unwise to
geck to establish beyond the periol of con-
etruction of a single vessel. This, conse-
q-iently, is not the place to deal with the
metier. But our molera batt’eships, ua-
able to go far from their coaling stations,
appenr to constitute mercly o defeneive
forca. What is ordivarily epoken of s
pregress in their construction has become,
by reason of their elaboraticn, an impru-
dence which places us in the presence of
the uaknown in regard to the employment
of them, and perhaps points to & backward
step. Let us seek something more practi-
cal for wide offensive act'oa, scmething
which anewers betier to the desires aud
the character of our seamen.”
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