
J)OMNIONMEIILMÏNI

I3efaII the fleshi tliroiughl too miiel stress and strain, -whereby

its terrnva'o faini woul<l slip baek and rejoin its source before

Jirotiier, these ainaieeta and mieniorabilia are as segmients or
ais sl)jects wbieh ni thoughts briefly touech.

APPRECIATION 0F THE MEDICAL PROFESSION

l)t'îiNG the present weelc (Mav 27t1) we have had a visit-or as
the irreverent iniglht sa 'v, a visitation-of about hiaif a thousand
doctors froin al] parts of the province. This eircumstance calis
the attention of the thinking to the place of the l)lysician in our
social, eivie and mnlicip)al econiomy; and xviii give new play to
.l)prcIatio1i of, as weli as ])rejtldice against, the profession. There
is a popular prejiudiee, mnostiy* foîinded, as rnost prejudices are,
iipon ignorance, against (Jactais as a ciass, and there is no limit
ta the disparageinent. associatcd xvith this prejudice. To show
titat thec'v are unfoulnded, it is oni.v ncc(essar.N to mention one in-
-tanee--d et n's, the i nuoraut sav, write thieir prescrip)tionls inl
Latin so that the patients xvon't know wh'at poisons they are being
served withi. Prescriptions were irst written in Latin at a time
when Latin was a universai language, the language, of diplomacy,
the ianguag.e xithi whieli evcrv educated man xvas familiar. A
J)icscrlption writtcn h)'y a Canadian l)lvsiclan iii Latin, if pre-
sented to a druggist i n anY coinntr.N in the xvorid, couid be properly
oompoiinded through lic m ediumii of the mîiversal medical Jan-
guage. This is on] 'v mnentionied as a tyvpe of the ignorance and
inisinnderstandiing titat ercate popu lar pi-e] tidice aginist p)hysicians.
Campanian ta this is the practice of a p)atienlt w'aiting till lie is
nearlv deai l)eforc lie <ais a, (lactr, and beeanse a miracle of
hieaiiig is not donc the doctor is blimned.

But in spî te of ail titis, the doctors flonrishi and hutmanity is
the gainer. -Nedlical rescareli, and iniprovement iii surgical sci-
(ece, huave 11na(e tremiendous strides. Operations that a few ycars
a0lo werc eonsidered cap)ital and onlY ta be trusted to somne distin-
guishcd and exlpenisi\e speeialist, are now ciassed as minor and,
eomînon withi tue hunibiest rural doctor. Not oniv has the heal-
ing1 brandi of the art beeîî vastly improved and huinan life pro-
ionged, and hutuani suiffering nîitigated, but the higher brandi of
the healing art-prevention-hias made immense Znadvance; and
uluprovement in santatian, in face of bitter apposition from. ignor-
ance ami thec indifference of ignorance, lias added immensely to


