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PASTORAL OF THE ARCHBISHOP OF
-DUBLIN.

Paud, by the grace of God and of the Aposiolic See,
Archbishap of Dublin, Pirimate of Irelund, to the
Catholic Clergy and Laily of the Diacese of Dublin.
"I'he return of the joyful festival of our national

Apostle can never fail to fill our hearts, dearly be-

foved, with sentiments of gratitude and thanksgiving

to the Giver of all geod gilts, reminding us, as it
does, of His merey ia calling our forelathers to the
true Faith, and making them members of the Clurch
of Jesus Clirist, thus preparing the same ineffable
graces and favors for us their posterity. Before St.
Patrick commenced his carveer, the Sun of justice
had already shed the effulgence of His rays on the
vast provinces thathad yielded to the sway of Greece
or Rome, dispelling the darkness of ignorance and
superstition, and the voice of the Apostles, conveying
the glad tidings of salvation, had resounded even to
the extremities of the eartfi; but our remote island

had not participated in these great blessings, and at

the beginning ol the fifth century its inhabitants, im-
wersed in idelatry, adoring the work of their own
pands, or other created objects, destitute of the con-
solation of true religion, were sitting in darkness and
the shades of death. O, how miserable is the con-

dition of those to whom Faith, the root and founda- !

tion of all justification, has not been given, or who
have miserably lost so precious a gifl, and extinguish-
wid the Jife of grace in their souls!

But thanks to the merciful economy of our God,
the duration of this sad scene was not te be pro-
tonged, and our country was to Dbe raised from its
fallen and degraded state.  To use the words of the
Scripture, ¢ the land 1hat was desolate and impassa-
ble shall he glad, and the wilderness shall rejoice and
flourish like the lily......the eyes of the blind shall
be opened, and the ears of the deal shall be un-
stopped.....for waters are broke out in the desert,and
streams in the wilderness.”—Isaiah, xxxv. This

work of mercy and regeneration is- due to the labors |

of 81, Patrick, whom Providence kad destined tc
cultivate and fertilize by Divine grace a soil hither-
io neslected and rebrobate, producing enly thorns and
briars. It was not out of those who glory in the
aveatness, the affluence, and the wisdom of thie world
that our Apostle was selected, but from among the
poor and the afiiicted. For our consolation, and the
ennsolation of all afilicted and persecuted souls, it has
iicen written that * the foolish things of this world
tath God clhosen that e may confound the wise;
and the weak thinzs ol the world lath God chosen
that He may confound the stronz; and the base
things of the world, and the things that are contempt-
iile, hath God chosen, and things that are not, that
Be might bring to nought things that are: that no
fesh should glory in 1lis sight.”—1 Cor., 1.

1t was, dearly beloved, the glory and consolation
of St. Patrick, that his teaching brought forth an
ahundance of fruit, and that he did not cast the seed
of the. Divine Word upon an ungrateful or a barren
soil.  Before the termination of his Missionary ca-
reer it was his happy lot to see the religion of Jesus
Christ introduced into every corner of this kingdom,
2ud with it the practice of every virtse, 'he tem-
ples of Baal are deserted, altars are erected to the
irue God, and hymns and canticles of praise resound
from cvery hill and every vale to the Creator of
Heaven and Earth, whilst the pure oblation, which,
according to the prophet, was to be offered from the
rising to the setting sun, now ascends from places
hitherto polluted by the impure sacrifices of the
Dhuids.  Men that were before devoted to deeds of
blond and viclence,now yield to the mild influence of
the Gospel: vices heretofore deified and practised
with impunity, are banished from the land, and numer-
ous communities of holy men and women profess,
like their Divine Master,chastity, obedience, poverty,
and the other Evangelical counsels, and shed the fra-
grance of every virtue around them, even before our
Saint closed his eyes to this world. At the same
time the beneficent and civilising effects of Christ-
ianity on society were felt, the arts were encouraged,
and those schools and colleges established which be-
came nurseries of sanctity and learning, and in which
the torch of science continued to burn during the
convulsions that accompanied the downfall of the
Soman empire, and the darkness of the middle ages.
_ How pawerful then, dearly beloved, and wonderful
15 God in His Saints, who thus avails Himself of a
weak and, to human eyes, contemptible instrument to
effect great things, to change the condition of a whole

nation, and to confer the greatest blessings upon it..

Truly “the foolishness of God is wiser than men:
and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”—1
Cor,,i.25.  Let us learn from this example not to
put our hopes in the wealth, or power, or protection
of this world, which passes away like a dream, but
place our confidence in God.  Let us endeavor to
¢nter into the spirit of our Saint, and to form owr
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deserve a continuance of these favors; may pride,
degrading immorality, and ignorance, whicl alone
dispose a Catholic to renounce his Faith, be atways

the objezt of our abhorrence.
" Itis not, dearly beloved, ina spirit of boasting

lives on the model he has left us.  All our aclions
should be regulated by the principles of faith, not by
the maxims of an earthly and carnal prudence : humi-
lity, self-denial, obedience, clarity, and poverty, such
as we admire in our Saint, resignation 1o the wiil of

God, patience in suflerings, should shine forth in afl
our undertakings. Unless we imitate the Saints and
walk in their footsteps, we cannot expect to obtain
an imperishable crown, or to be participators in their
glory. Tfwebe true and devoted children of our
Saint, il we be grateful 1o our best of benefactors,

that 4ve recal to mind the unshaken coustancy of our

{Church.  Asit is not in cur power to merit the gift

Lof failh from God, so we should be persuaded that
ne esertion af ours. were we abandoned by Divine
grace, would be suflicient to preserve it. To (iod
we arc debtors for whatever we possess, and to Him

. |
should we not atiend to the lessons which lie gave us, ‘Ishould be veferred all the glory.  However, our past
and cendeavor to correspond to the graces which | hislory is not {o be forgoiten, since at the present
through his agency we have received, by denying the | time tiere are men who confrovert the glorious pri-
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preciated, and equally suceessful. It would oceupr
too much time to enter fully into this subject, whicl.
however, can be sufliciently illustrated by the lrief
statement of a few facts. ’

Shortly after the days of St. Patrick, we fud th
the great father of the northern monks, St. Columtn.
and his disciples J32dan, Colman, Finian, aud athers.
made the Western Tsles, the Hisllands of Scotland,
Nortbumbria, and other provinces of Britain, the
seenes of their labors, and eained them over to
Christ.  Before the end of the 6th century, another
great Missionary and founder of monasteries, St. C'o-
lumbanus, whom Baronius compares to the Prophet
Llias, passing with many companions into France, ve-

flesh and its concupiscences, by leading lives of prayer | vileges of our Catholic Church in Treland, and pre-
and of sanctity, and by proving ourselves worthy : tend that her ancient doctrines were at variance with |
disciples and imitators of our Apostle.  those which we now profess. Charges hearing the |
Whilst preparing for the approaching festival, there ; 1ames of Protestant dignitaries abound in such pre-

is one feeling which should predominate in our minds | fensions, which are re-echioed every day in the vile |
—a feeling of gratitude to God for liaving conde- tracts, teeming with calumay and isrepresentation, i
scended to preserve to the present day the Taith that the hired agents of proselytism scatter through |
planted lere by St. Patrick, and {o protect the Ca- | OUT streets,. .

tholic Churel of Ireland from the dangers that soi Theit reason, for inventing this theory is casily pe- |
often threatened its immediate destruction. The la- | netrated: *“As Our Divine Redecmer promised that |
hors of but few among the Apostles of the different | FTe would be with Ilis Cluvch all days, even to the |

newed the spivit of Christian fervor in that countiv,
and afterwards  penetrating into Switzerland and
Haly, merited the veneration of all by the furvor of
his zeal, (he vigor of his mortification, aud the avear
sanctity of bis life.  The countries which heevange-
lised still retain a grateful recollection of his labore.
whilst his disciples, St. Gall, Fustathins, and others.
are also held in high esteem. There is scarcely a
province in Irance which docs not cherish 1he me-
mory of some Irish Missionary of the sixth, seventh,
and cighth centuries. I'wo holy DPriests, Cardos

nations of the earth have received that privilege of
permanency with which his were endowed. The
Churches of the Tast, that were honored by the pre-
sence of the immediate Disciples of Christ, and edi-
fied by their preaching, thir miracles, and their
virtues, have yielded to the corroding cflects ol time.
And where are the Churches that listened with rap-
tures of delight to the cloquence of their Basils and
their Gregorys, their Cyrils, their Cyprians, and their
Angustines? We cannot consider their melancholy
fate without being filled with alarin for ourselves, lest
our unworthiness and our iniguities should bring simi-

Uell should never prevail against ler, who was de- | tury, and founded the monastery of Centula at Pou-
clared to be the pillar and evound of (rath, it is clear [th:e.u. Tn Meaux, St. Fiacre was held iy lioh esti-
that she must have ecxisted in every century ; and if {mation, and before the revolntion his shrine was the

iconsumnmlion of the world, and that the gates of |and ¥ricor, preached in Picardy in the seventh een-
i

she had become a prey to heresy and sehism, or been
abandoned to the abominations of idolatry, the pro-
mises of Christ would have been vain and faithless.
Hence, when the standard of rebellion was raised in
the sixteenth century against the Catholic Chureh, it
was inconvenient for the reformers te acknowledze
that their doctrines hore the stamp of novelty, and
that tlie sects which they had founded had appeared

+object of pious venevation to pilgrims from every part

of France.

Besancon reveres-the memory of St. Deieale, wha,
having founded the neighboring monastery of Latlia,
Id:ud in the year G25. About the same time St
{ Fursewus, who had become eminent for his sauctity
in Treland, having visited flie court of Sighert, King
of Tast Anglia, and thence undertaken a pilerimage

lar visitations upon us.  Alas! there is scarcely a
trace of those once glorious Churches now remaining ; | claim kindred with the Chureh instituted by Clhrist,
their glory has been eclipsed ; desolation has spread | and spread over the world by His Apostles and their
around them; the Crescent has supplanted the Cross, | suceessers.
and the impure rites of the Koran have been substi-©  T'o extricate themselves, if possible, from so ein-
tuted for the practices of the Gospel. DBut our | barrassing a difliculty, some of the seets traced back
Saint was sent that “ he should produce fruit, and | their origin to a remote period through the Wal-
that his fruit should remain.” 'The edifice raised by | denses, the Alhigenses, or other offsprings of Mani-
his hands has never been shaken, though assailed by iclimism. As it was not creditable to be derived from
I\such polluted sources, some of our Dissenting coun-

all the powers of earth and hell.  In the fourteen
trymen, adopting a different course, claimed to be

fittcen lundred years 1oo late to lave any title to

centuries which bave now passed away since DPatrick
was called to lus everlasting crown, our afflicted | considered the lawful representatives of St. Patrick
country has gone through many and sad vicissitudes, | and his successors, and attempted to prove the iden-
the prey in succession of every invading foe. Dynas- ity of their Clureh, as established by act of parlia-
ties have disappeared; her language, customs, pro- ment, with the Catholic Church of ancient times in
perty, territorial divisions, have been changed ;; Ireland.

revolution has succeeded revolution, and one disaster i Never was there a claim more destitute of a solid
has been followed by another; yet, when our Saint | foundation, or even of the appearance of probability.
now looks from his throne of glory on the Church he | Ttis true that in the storms of persecution which have
founded, the scene that presents itself to him is simi- | swept over our Church, her records and the writings
lar to that which consoled his dying woments. The  of her learncd men have been in a great measure de-
same IMaith is now professed, the same Sacraments ’ stroyed ; yet, notwithstanding this ealamity, an abun-
administered, the same commuiion maintained with | dance of monuments has been preserved from the ge-
th.e Holy See, the fguntnm_&nd centre of unity, and | nern]‘wreck to w'ndlcal.e her Faith. .If llmu'\\‘nuhl
with the other portions of the vast fold of Jesus | permit us to pass in review the councils held in Ive-
Christ.  Dioceses established by him still retain their | land, the lives of our Szints, the penitential canons
ancient names and territories; the Bishops conse- | enacted at various times, a state of things altogether
crated by his hands are now represented by others, ; at variance with Protestant ideas would present it-
holding the same woctrines, exercising the same juris- {self. The Liturgy in Latin was in gencral use, and
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dxcl.zon, equally obedient to the suceessors qf Peter, | at every step we ﬁ}ul mention of the LSucharistic ba,-
having succewded each other from his time in an un- i crifice, the invocation of Saints, prayers for the dead,
broken line even to the present day. Though it was | confession, fasting, abstinence, and other works of
not to be expected that the smiles and threats of ; mortification not tolerated by the reformers. Nor is
power, and the wmalice and corruption of the human i it to be forgotten that in the most remote times Tre-
heart, would not, in individual cases, produce theirland was in an especial manner the land of convents
natural fruits, yet we can boast that, as a body, the } and monasteries, and that thousands of her pioussons
annointed successors of St. Patrick and their Clergy, ]' and daughters crowded these institutions, professing
displayed unexampled constancy in the darkest hour | poverty, chastity, and obedience, and spreading on
of trial. They never changed their creed at thejevery side the brightest lustre of Christian virtne.—
bidding of adwicked king ;)r_ of his cruclld;mghter,! \?’oul({ modern I{ercs%' h.}n:l enc;)ourag_ed th;: t‘grow.t.lh
nor consented to receive their crosiers and their mi- i of such communities? It has been in past times its
tres from such polluted hands. But, like the Apostle | study to misrepresent and traduce the monastic Or-
St. Paul, “as the Ministers of God, in much pa- }dcrs, to destroy their convents, to conliscate their
tience, in tribulation, in necessities, in distresses, in | property, and to persecute the holy men that helong-
stripes, in prisons, in seditions, in fabors, in watching, ! ed to them. Tccent events show that this tendency
in fasting . . . . . trusting in the word of truth,n iis not as yet altered, so that it cannot but appear
the power of God, by the armor of justice.” 2 Cor., | strange that men, animated with this spirif, should
¥i., 4. ; they rejected the allurements of this earth, | claim any connection with a Church so distinguished
adhered to tle rock on which they had been built, | in ancient as well as in modern times for its attach-
and preserved the deposit of the Faith.  And how | ment to the discipline of a religious life,

amply compensated have they not been, even ip this) Dyt we are told that the Irish Church, in its early
world, by the affections of their flocks, who have ad- days, existed in a sort of isolation, not connected

hered to them through goed and evil report, shared
in their trials and afilictions, and preferred to lose all
the goods of this world rather than, by renouncing
the trath, to suffer the shipwreck of their immortal
souls.

Good God, iow can we be sufliciently thankfu! to
Thee for the benefits conferred upen us and our
Chureh, in preference to others more deserving of
Thy favors. Truly we can say—* Non fecistt ta-
liter omni nationt.”” % Thou hast not done so to
every nation.”” May it be our perpctual study to

with the Churches of the Continent, and especially
with Rome. Our whole Ecclesiastical history and
every page of our antiquities supplies the clearest and
fullest refutation of such statements. So far from
being cut off from the communion of other Clurches,
or left in that state of separation and isolation which
is 2 mark of reprobation on the Anglican Establish-
ment since its first foundation, our Church maintained
the closest connection with the Faithful spread over
the several parts of Iurope, frequently seading Mis-
sionaries among them, whose lahory were highly ap-

to the tombs of the Apostles, was detained in his pas-

isage through T'ranec by Clovis the Second and s
y Chamberlain Iirehinonlil, and founded the celebrated
monastery of Lagny, near Pavis. Shartly afterwards
his two brothers, Foilan and Tiltan, having repuiced,
on the invitation of St. Gertrude, danghter of Pepin
of Landen, to Nivelle in Brabant for the purpose of
ieaching the psalmody and the eeremonices of the pub-
tic worship Lo a religious community established by
that holy woman, erccted the monastery of Fosse,
near Nivelle.

But we are not {6 suppose that the zeal of onr
Missionaries was confined within the boundaries of
Prance and the other conntries just mentioned. St
Willibrod, who, though a Saxon by hirth, was edu-
cated in Treland agcording to Alcuin, wus the herald
of the [Faith to riesland.  Tu this undertaking he
was accompanied by eleven other Priests, ehosen
from the monasteries of Trcland by St 1ebert, who
was the first to project and urge on this mission, af-
terwards so fruitful inmartyrs.  The venerable i3ede
mentions two other Irish Missionaries, by nawe
Liwald, who sulfered martyrdom in Saxony about the
same time.  Passing over others in silence, we inay
mention that St. Killiun and his companions, having
first visited Ilome 10 obtain the sanction and  Dless-
ing of the Pope, preached the Gospel, and shed their
blood for the Faith in Iranconia, and that Vireil
and his diseiples toiled in  the conversion of the res
mote Carinthia, founding the celebrated cluwel of
Salzburg, and extending their labors even to the eon-
fines of Hungary., And whilst these holy men were
inflamed with the desire ol extending the Inaits of
Christ’s kingdom among Pagan and barbarous nations,
others of their countrymen were assumed to the yo-
vernment of Iipiscopal sees that had been established
feom the carliest days of Christianity.  Thus in Etru-
ria and Blagna Grmeia we find Frigidian among the:
Bishops of Lueca, Cathalgus of Taranto, and Dona-
s of Iiesole, whilst Dungal established for himsell
the bighest character for learning in Lombardy, re-
futed the errors ol the Tconoclasts then springiug up,
and laid the foundation of some of the fumous hbra-
ries with which Italy is still enriched.

It would be consoling and edifying to describe
more minutely the missionary and literary labors of
our forefathers in the Faith, to record the benclis
conferred by them on society and religion, and thus
to indulge in the feelings of Christian patriotism
which the consideration of the brightest pagos in our
history must excite. But to do so would occupy tao
much time, and we shail, therefore, merely beg of
you to make on the facts briefly stated one or two
observations, which will suffice to show low absurd
are the pretensions of modern sectaries.

First, from the statements just made, it follows
that our Church was not separated in faith or com-
munion from ‘the other Churclies of Europe; that she
maintained a close commerce with them ; and that
her Priests and Monks were received as fellow-la-
borers Ly the Clergy bevond theseas. Whata con-
trast with the unhappy condition of the Protestant
FEstablishment of this realm; no ancient Church with
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